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THE RETREAT FROM CARUL. 

Thursday, 6th January, 1842.— We marched 
from Cabul. The advanced guard consisted 
of the 44lh Queen's, 4th Irregular Horse, and 
Skinners Horse, two H. A. six-pounder guns, 
Sappers and Miners, Mountain Train, and the 
late Envoy's escort. The main body in- 
cluded the 5th and 37th N. L; the latter in 
charge of treasure; Anderson's Horse, the ' 
Shah's 6th Regiment, two H. A. six-pounder 
guns. The rear-guard was composed of the 
54th N. I., 5th Cavalry, and two six-pounder 
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H. A. guns. The force consisted of about 
4500 fighting men, and 12,000 followers. 

The troops left cantonments both by the 
rear gate and the breach to the right of it, 
which had been made yesterday by throwing 
down part of the rampart to form a bridge 
over the ditch. All was confusion from be- 
fore daylight. The day was clear and frosty ; 
the snow nearly a foot deep on the ground ; 
the thermometer considerably below freezing 
point. 

By eight o'clock a great part of the baggage 
was outside the cantonments. It was fully 
expected that we would have.to fight our way 
out of iheip, although terms had been entered 
into with the Sirdar for our safe escort. 
Bills were granted on India for fourteen and 
a half lakhs of rupees, by the political au- 
thority (Major Poltinger) to the Cabul Shroffs, 
to be paid to the following Sirdars, who were, 
on their part, to protect the force as far as 
Peshawer : — 

Mahornmed Zeman Shall Khan, three lakhs : 

Amen Oollah Khan, six lakhs : 

Khan Shireen Khan, head of the Kuzzil- 
bashes, two lakhs ; 

I - 
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THE RETREAT. 3 

Mahommed Akbar Khan, one lakh : 

Osman Khan, two lakhs : 

The Ghilzye chiefs, half a lakh. 

\Ye started at about half-past nine a. m. 
The advance party vere not molested; there 
.might have been 50 or 100 A Afghans collected 
about the gateway to witness our departure. 
The ladies, collectively speaking; were placed 
with the advance, under the charge of the 
escort; but Mrs. Sturt and I rode up to Capt* % 
Hay, and mixed ourselves with his troopers. 

The progress was very slow; for the first 
mile was not accomplished under two and a 
half hours. There was only one small bridge 
over the Nullah, which is eight feet broad, 
• but deep, situated about fifty yards from can- 
tonments. 

Great stress had been laid on the necessity 
of a bridge over the Gabul river, about half a 
mile from cantonments. In vain had Sturt 
represented over and over again, that as the . 
river was perfectly fordable, it was a labour 
of time and inutility : with snow a foot deep, 
the men must get their feet wet. However, 
as usual, every sensible proposition was over- 
ruled ; and Sturt was sent long before day- ' 
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light to make the bridge with gun carriages. 
They coul not be placed over-night, as the 
Affgh&ns would have carried them off: he had 
therefore to work for hours up to his hips in 
water, with the comfortable assurance that, 
when his unprofitable task was finished, he 
could not hope for dry clothes until the end 
of the marclf; and immediately on quitting 
the water they were all frozen stiff. I do not 

~ mention this as an individual grievance, but 
to show the inclemency of the weather, and 
general misery sustained. 

The bullocks had great difficulty in dragging 
these gun carriages through the snow, and . 
when the bridge was made it was proved to 
be an unnecessary expense of time and labour. • 
The baggage might have forded the river with * 
great ease, a little above the bridge where it 
was not deep. Mrs. Sturt and I rode with 
the horsemen through the river, in preference 
# to attempting the rattling bridge of planks 
laid across the gun carriages : but the camp 
followers determined not to go through the 
water, and jostled for their turns to go over 
the bridge. This delay was the origin of the 

• day's misfortune, which involved the loss of 
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• 

nearly all the baggage, and the greater part of 
the commissariat stores. 

The troops had been on half rations during 
the whole of the siege : they consisted of half 
a seer of wheat per diem, with melted ghee 
or dhal, for fighting men; and for camp 
followers, for some time, of a quarter of a seer 
of wheat or barley. Our cattle, public and 
private, had long subsisted on the twigs and 
bark of the- trees. From the commencement 
of negotiations with the chiefs, ottah, barley, 
and bhoosa were brought in in considerable 
quantities; the former selling at from two to 
four seers per rupee, and the latter from 
seven to ten; but neither ourselves nor our 
servants benefited by this arrangement : it 
came to the commissariat for the troops. The 
poorer camp followers had latterly subsisted 
on such animals (camels, ponies, etc.) as had 
died from starvation. The men bad suffered 
much from over work and bad feeding, also 
from want of firing; for when all the wood 
in store was expended, the chiefs objected to 
our cutting down any more of the fruit trees; 
and their wishes were complied with. Wood, 
both public and private, was stolen : when 

i. 
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• 

ours was gone, we broke up boxes, chests of 
drawers, etc.; and our last dinner and break* 
fast at Cabul were cooked with the wood of a 
mahogany dining table. 

When the advance had proceeded about a 
mile, an order was brought for a return to 
cantonments, as Mahommed Zeman Shah 
Khan had written to say the chiefs were not 
ready ; but shortly afterwards a counter order 
arrived to proceed without loss of time. 

When the rear guard left cantonments, 
they were fired upon from the cantonment 
then filled with Aflghans. The servants, who 
were not concerned in the plunder, all threw 
away their loads, and ran off. Private bag* 
gage, commissariat, and ammunition were 
nearly annihilated at one fell swoop. The 
whole road was covered with men, women, 
and children, lying down in the snow to die. 

The only baggage we saved was Mrs. 
Sturt's bedding, on which the ayah rode ; and 
keeping her close to us, it was saved. 

The Mission Compound was first vacated : 
and when the force from thence came into 
cantonments in order to pass through them, 
it was immediately filled with AfTghans ; who, 
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in like manner/ occupied the cantonments as 
our troops went out. 

It was the General's original intention to 
halt sft Begramee, close to the Loghur river, 
and about five miles from Cabul (reiterated 
was the advice of our AfFghan friends—alas, 
how little heeded!— to push on at all risks 
through the Khoord Cabul the first day) t 
but the whole country being a swamp en- 
crusted with ice, we went on about a mile 
further, and halted at about 4 p. m. There 
were no tents, save two or three small palls 
that arrived. All scraped away the snow as 
best ihey might, to make a place to He down 
on. The evening and night were intensely 
cold : no food for man or beast procurable, 
except a few handfuls of bhoosa, for which 
we paid from live to ten rupees. Captain 
Johnson, in our great distress, kindly pitched 
a small pall over us : but it was dark, and we 
had few pegs ; the wind blew in under the 
sides, and I felt myself gradually stiffening. 
I left the bedding, which was occupied by 
Mrs. Sturt and her husband, and doubled 
up my legs in a straw chair of Johnson's, 
covering myself with my poshteen. Mt. Mein 

« 
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and the ayah fully occupied tlfe remainder of 
the space. We only went in all six miles, 
and had to abandon two H. A. guns on the 
road : we were also much delayed by the 
bullocks that dragged the planks, in case the 
Loghur bridge should have been destroyed. 
We had, however, positive information that it 
was all right; and so it proved. 

Previous to leaving cantonments, as we 
must abandon most of our property, Sturt 
was anxious to save a few of his most valuable 
books, and to try the experiment of sending 
them to a friend in the city. Whilst he se- 
lected these, I found, amongst the ones thrown 
aside, Campbell's Poems, which opened at 
Hohenlinden ; and, strange to say, one verse 
actually haunted me day and night : — 

M Few, few shall part where many meet, 
The snow shall be their winding sheet. 
And every turf beneath their feet 
Shall be a soldier's sepulchre." 

I am far from being a believer in presenti-v 
ments; but this verse is never absent from my 
thoughts. Heaven forbid that our fears 
sjiould be realized! but we have commenced 
our retreat so badly, that we may reasonably 
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have our doubts regarding the finale. Nearly 
all Hopkins's corps, - Ihe Shah's 6th, deserted 
from this place; as also the Shah's sappers 
and miners, 250 in number. 

We afterwards heard that 400 of Hopkins's 
men went back to Cabul the next day. 
' 1th.— Yesterday's rear-guard did not get 
up to our bivouac till two this morning, as 
there was no attempt to form any lines. As 
stragglers came up we heard them shouting 
out, to know where their corps were; and 
the general reply, — that no one knew any 
thing about it. 

During last night, or rather towards the 
morning, there was an alarm. Had it proved 
the enemy, we were perfectly defenceless; 
fortunately it was only camp followers, etc. 

At daylight we found several men frozen to 
death, amongst whom was Mr. Conductor 
Macgregor. 

The reason the rear-guard were so late 
was, that they did not leave cantonments till 
sunset. Previous to their quitting them the 
AfTghans had entered ; and set fire to all the 
public and private buildings, after plun- 
dering them of their contents. The whole 
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of our valuable magazine was looted by the 
mob; and they burned the gun-carriages to 
procure the iron. Some fighting took place 
between the Aflghans and our Sipahees. 
About fifty of the ^4th were killed and 
wounded; and Cornet Hardy man, of the 5th 
Cavalry, killed. A great deal of baggage and 
public property was abandoned in canton- 
- ments, or lost on the road ; amongst which 
were two Horse Artillery six-pounders, as 
before mentioned. 

« 

The officers of the rear-guard report that 
the road is strewn with baggage; and that 
numbers of men, women, and children, are 
left on the road-side to perish. Captain 
Boyd's office accounts, to the amount of se- 
veral lakhs of rupees, have been lost. 

Two or three small tents came up to-day. 

The men were half-frozen ; having 
bivouacked all night in the snow, without a 
particle of food or bedding, or wood to 
light a fire. 

At half-past seven the advance-guard moved 
off — no order was given — no bugle sounded. 
It had much difficulty in forcing its way 
ahead of the baggage and camp followers; all 
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of whom had proceeded in advance as soon 
as it was light. "Amongst them there were 
many Sipahees; and discipline was clearly 
at an end. If asked why they were not with 
their corps , one had a lame foot , another 
could not find his regiment, another had lojst 
his musket : any excuse to run off. 

The whole of what little baggage was left, 
was not off the ground ere the enemy ap- 
peared , and plundered all they could lay 
their hands on. 

As the mountain train, consisting of three 
three-pounders dragged by yaboos and mules, 
was passing a small fort close to our back- 
ground, a party of Alfghans sallied out, and 
captured the whole. Scarcely any resistance 
was offered on the part of our troops , and 
the saces immediately absconded. Brig. 
Anqu^il and Lieut. Green rallied the men, 
and retook the guns ; but were obliged to 
abandon them, as the 44th, whose duty it 
was to guard them, very precipitately made 
tliemselves scarce : but this was not done until 
Anquetil and Green had spiked them with 
their own hands, amid the gleaming sabres 
of the enemy. 
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, As the troops advanced on their road, the 
enemy increased considerably on both flanks; 
and greatly annoyed the centre and rear. 

It was the General's intention to proceed 
through the Khoord Cabul pass to Khoord 
Cabul; and as it was not above one p.m. 
when the advance arrived at Bhoodkhak, 
having only come fives miles , it was with 
dismay we heard the order to halt. 

We left Cabul with five and a half days' ra- 
tions to take us to Jellalabad, and no forage 
for cattle, nor hope of procuring any on the 
road. By these unnecessary halts we dimi- 
nished our provisions; and having no cover 
for officers or men , they are perfectly para- 
lysed with the cold. The snow was more 
than a foot deep. Here, again, did evil 
counsel beset the General : his principal 
officers and staff objecting to a further ad- 
vance; and Capt. Grant, in whom he had 
much confidence , assured him that if he 
proceeded he risked the safety of the army ! 

Qn our arrival at Bhoodkhak , the enemy 
had very greatly increased around our posi- 
tion ; and we heard that Mahommed Akbar 
Khan was with them. Scarcely any baggage 
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of either officers or men now remained. In 
a very small pall of Johnson's we slept nine, 
all touching each other. 

We were also indebted to Johnson and 
Troup for food. They had a few Cabul cakes 
; and some tea, which they kindly shared 
with us. 

During this short march we were obliged 
to spike and abandon two other six-pounders, 
the horses not having strength sufficient to 
drag them on. We have only two horse 
artillery guns left, with scarcely any ammu- 
nition. 

Again no ground was marked out for the 
troops. Three fourths of the.Sipahees are 
mixed up with the camp followers, and know • 
not where to find the head-quarters of their 
corps. 

Snafv still lies a foot deep on the ground. 
No food for man or beast; and even water 
from the river close at hand difficult to 
obtain, as our people were iired on in 
fetching it. 

Numbers of unfortunates have dropped, 
benumbed with cold, to be massacred by 
the enemy : yet, so bigoted are our rulers, 

2 
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* 

that we are still told that the Sirdars are 
faithful, that Mahommed Akbar Khan is our 
friend!!! etc., etc., etc.; and the reason 
they wish us to delay is, that they may send 
their troops to clear the passes for us ! That 
they will send them there can be no doubt ; 
for every thing is occurring just as was fore- 
told to us before we set out. 

Between Begramee and Bhoodkhak, a body 
of the enemy's horse charged down into the 
column (immediately after the 5th and 37th 
had passed); and succeeded in carrying off an 
immense quantity of baggage and a number 
of camels, without experiencing the least 
resistance. % , 

8ih. — At sunrise no order had been issued 
for the march, an J th6 confusion was fearful. 
The force was perfectly disorganised, nearly 
every man paralysed with cold, so a^to be 
scarcely able to hold his musket or move. 
Many frozen corpses lay on the ground. The 
Sipahees burnt their caps, accoutrements, 
and clothes to keep themselves warm. 
Some of the enemy appearing in rear of our 
position, the whole of the camp followers 
rushed to the front; every man, woman, and 
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child, seizing all the cattle that fell in their 
way, whether public or private. The ground 
was strewn with boxes of ammunition, plate, 
and property of various kinds. A cask of 
spirits on the ground was broached by the 
artillerymen, and, no doubt, by other Euro- 
peans. Had the whole been distributed fairly 
to the men, it would have done them good : 
as it was, they became too much excited. 

The enemy soon assembled in great num- 
bers. Had they made a dash at us, we could 
have offered no resistance, and all would have 
been massacred. 

After very great exertions on the part of com- 
manding ollicers, portions of their corps were 
got together. The 44th, headed by Major 
Thain, drove the enemy off to a short distance, 
and took up a position on a commanding 
height. The cavalry were also employed. 
Bullets kept whizzing by us, as we sat on our 
horses, for hours. The artillerymen were 
now folly primed, by having had some brandy 
given them from the 54th's mess stores, 
which were being distributed to any one who 
would take them. They mounted their horses; 
and, with the best feeling in the world, de- 
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clared that they were ashamed at our inacti- 
vity, and vowed they would charge the enemy. 
Capt. Nicholl, their immediate commandant, 
came up; abused them as drunkards, and 
talked of punishment : not the way under such 
circumstances, to quiet tipsy men. They 
turned to Sturt shortly after their own oHicer 
had left them, having showered curses and 
abuse on them, which had irritated them dread- 
fully. Sturt told them they were fine fellows, 
and had ever proved themselvessuch during the 
siege; but that their lives were too valuable to 
be risked at such a moment : but, if need were, 
and their services were required, he would 
himself go with ihem. This, in a certain de- 
gree, restrained their ardour; yet still they kept 
on talking valiantly. These men listened the 
more readily to Sturt because they knew him • 
well : he was daily and hourly in the batte- 
ries with them, encouraging them by being 
ever the foremost in the post of danger; and 
on those dreadfully cold nights during the 
siege, whilst there was a bottle or brandy to 
be had at any price, after his own small store 
was expended, he gave those men on duty 
each one glass to warm and chear them — a 
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comfort they fully appreciated, as they had 
long been without what was now become ne- 
cessary, though it is in general the soldier's 
bane. For myself, whilst I sat for hours on 
my horSe in the cold, I felt very grateful for a 
tumbler of sherry, which at any olher time 
would have made me very unlady-like, but 
now merely warmed me, and appeared to have 
no more strength in it than water. Cups 
full of sherry were given to young children 
three and four years old without in the least 
affecting their heads. 

When Major Thain took command of the 
44th, he took part of the 37th N. I. with him. 
The 44th lines were nearest to the men who 
were firing into our camp ; which was only 
saved by thepromptnessofThainandLawrence 
who brought up the escort at a trot in the direc- 
tion of the firing. He had to pass to the right of. 
the 44th, and there he found about 4 50 of that 
regiment falling into their ranks. Major 
Thain was about 200 yards in advance, appa- 
rently reconnoitring the enemy, who were 
creeping up under cover of the ravines and 
hillocks, and keeping up a desultory fire on 

our camp. About this time a company of the 

2. 

■ 
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37th N. I. formed on Lawrence's right, and 
on Thain making a signal all moved forward, 
and drove off ihe enemy in good style. An- 
derson's horse were formed on the opposite 
face of the camp, with orders to keep back 
the camp followers, who were rushing towards 
the entrance of the pass. Major Thain appears 
to have acted on the spur of the moment; 
which is the only reason I can assign for his 
commanding the AAlh. Lawrence was not un- 
der any one's orders; as the General, before 
quitting cantonments, told him that his es- 
cort would be an independent body. f 

I am by no means certain that our chiefs 
pursued the wisest course. Had they, when 
the enemy first appeared, showed a good 
front, and dashed at them, they would pro- 
bably all have scampered off as fast as they 
could. The Affghans never stand a charge. 

The General and Major Potlinger soon dis- 
covered that Mahornmed Akbar Khan was 
there and entered into communication with 
him : he agreed to protect the troops, on con- 
dition that he should receive hereafter 15,000 
rupees; and that Pottinger, Lawrence, and 
Mackenzie should be given over to him as hos- 
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tages for General Sale's evacuation of Jellala- 
bacl ; but that the troops should not proceed 
further than Tezeen until information be re- 
ceived of the march of the troops from that 
place. These disgraceful propositions were 
readily assented to; and the three officers 
went off to the Sirdar. 

Capt. Lawrence received a note from Co* 
nolly, telling him to be cautious, to put our- 
selves as little as possible in Akbar's power, 
and above all things to push on as fast as we 
could : but this note did not arrive until 
the conference was over, and all points ad- 
justed. 

We commenced our march at about mid- 
day, the 5th N. L in front. Tho troops were 
in the greatest stale of disorganisation : the 
baggage was mixed in with the advanced 
guard; and the camp followers all pushed 
ahead in their precipitate flight towards Hin- 
dostan. 

Sturt, my daughter, Mr. Main, and I, got 
up to the advance; and Mr. Mein was pointing 
out to us the spots where the 1st brigade was 
attacked, and where he, Sale, etc., were 
wounded. We had not proceeded half a mile 
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when we were heavily fired upon. Chiefs 
rode with the advance, and desired us to keep 
close to them. They certainly desired their 
followers to shout to the people on the height 
not to fire : they did so, but quite ineffec- 
tually. These chiefs certainly ran *the same 
risk we did; but I verily believe many of 
these persons would individually sacrifice 
themselves to rid their country of us. 

After passing through some very sharp 
firing, we came upon Major Thain's horse, 
which had been shot through the loins. When 
we were supposed to be in comparative safety, 
poor Sturt rode back (to see after Thain I be- 
lieve) : his horse was shot under him, and 
before he could rise from the ground he re- 
ceived a severe wound in the abdomen. It was 
with great difficulty he was held upon a pony 
by two people, and brought into camp at 
Khoord Cabul. 

The pony Mrs. Sturt rode was wounded in 
the ear and neck. I had fortunately only one 
ball in my arm ; three others passed through 
my poshteen near the shoulder without doing 
me any injury. The party that fired on us 
were not above fifty yards from us, and we 
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owed our escape to urging our horses on as 
fast as they could go over a road where, at any 
other time, we should have walked our horses 
very carefully. 

The main altack of the enemy was on the 
column, baggage, and rear-guard ; and for- 
tunate it was for Mrs. Sturt and myself that 
we kept with the chiefs. Would to God that 
Sturt had done so likewise, and not gone 
back. 

The ladies were mostly travelling in kaja- 
vas, and were mixed up with the baggage 
and column in the pass : here they were hea- 
vily fired on. Many camels were killed. On 
one camel were, in one kajava, Mrs. Boyd 
and her youngest boy Hugh 5 and in the other 
Mrs. Mainwaring and her infant, scarcely 
three months old, and Mrs Anderson's eldest 
child. This camel was shot. Mrs. Boyd' got a 
horse to ride ; and her child was put on ano- 
ther behind a man, who being shortly after 
unfortunately killed, the child was carried 
off by the Affghans. Mrs. Mainwaring, less 
fortunate, took her own baby in her arms. 
Mary Anderson was carried off in the con- 
fusion. Meeting with a pony laden with trea- 
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sure, Mrs. M. endeavoured to mount and sit 
on the boxes, but they upset ; and in the 
hurry pony and treasure were left behind ; 
and the unfortunate lady pursued her way on 
foot, until after a time an Affghan asked her 
if she was wounded, and told her to mount 
behind him. This apparently kind offer she 
declined, being fearful of treachery ; alleging 
as an excuse that she could not sit behind him 
on account of the difficulty of holding her 
child when so mounted. This man shorlly af- 
ter snatched her shawl off her shoulders, and 
left her to her fate. Mrs. M.'s sufferings were 
very great; and she deserves much credit for 
having preserved her child through these 
dreadful scenes. She not only had to walk a 
considerable dislance with her child in her 
arms through the deep snow, but had also to 
pick her way over the bodies of the dead, 
dying, and wounded, both men and catlle, 
and constantly to cross the streams of water, 
wet up to the knees, pushed and shoved about 
by men and animals, the enemy keeping up 
a sharp fire, and several persons being killed 
close to her. She, however, got safe to camp 
with her child, but had no opportunity to 
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change her clothes ; and I know from experi- 
ence lhat it was many days ere my wet habit 
became thawed, and can fully appreciate her 
discomforts. 

Mrs. Bourke, little Seymour Stoker, and 
his mother, and Mrs. Cunningham, all sol- 
diers' wives, and the child of a man of the 
43th, have been carried off. The rear was 
protected by the 44th and 37th; but as they 
neared the pass, the enemy, concealed behind 
rocks, etc. increased their lire considerably 
upon them. The companies that had been 
skirmishing on the flanks of the rear-guard 
closed in ; and they slowly entered the pass, 
keeping up a heavy lire on the assailants, 
who had by this time got amongst the strag- 
gling camp followers and Sipahees. Owing to 
a halt having taken place in front, the pass 
was completely choked up ; and for a consi- 
derable time the 44th were stationary under 
a heavy fire, and were fast expending their 
ammunition. The 37th continued slowly 
moving on without firing a shot ; being pa- 
ralysed with cold to such a degree that no 
persuasion of their officers could induce them 
to make any effort to dislodge the enemy, 
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who took from some of them not only their 
firelocks, but even the clothes from their 
persons ; several men of the 44th supplied 
themselves with ammunition from the pou- 
ches of the Sipahees : and many proceeded 
to the front owing to their ammunition being 
expended. Major Scott and Capt. Swinton, 
of the 44th, had also gone to the front severe- 
ly wounded; and the command of the regi- 
ment devolved on Capt. Souter. Lieut. Steer, 
of the 37th N. I., with great difficulty suc- 
ceeded in bringing to the rear a yaboo loaded 
with ammunition : but scarcely were the 
boxes placed on the ground, opened, and a 
few rounds taken out, than they were obliged 
to be abandoned; as, owing to our fire having 
slackened, the enemy became bolder and 
pressed upon the rear in great numbers. 
They had the advantage of being covered by 
our stragglers, which compelled our men to 
retire, firing volleys indiscriminately amongst 
them anil the Aflghans. At this lime our men 
were dropping fast from a flanking fire from 
the heights; and, seeing it was useless to 
attempt to maintain a position in the rear, 
under such circumstances, with only about 



Digitized by Google 



THE RETREAT. 25 

sixty men, they were withdrawn; and with 
difficulty forced their way through the crowd 
to a more commanding position, where the 
rear-guard of the AAlh was joined hy Gen. 
Elphinslone, Col. Chambers, of the 5th Lt. 
Cavalry, with some troopers, and Capt Hay, 
with a few of the Irregular Horse, and the 
only remaining gun, one having been aban- 
doned in the pass. The 37 ih and the camp 
followers gradually passed to thefront ; but the 
AfTghans were checked from following them. 

After halting full an hour to let the strag- 
glers, etc., get well to the front, they resumed 
their march ; but, owing to the depth of the 
snow, the troops were compelled to assist the 
gun by manual labour, the horses being un- 
ableto get it on. In this way they reached .the 
encamping ground, without molestation from 
the enemy. 

. On leaving Cabul each Sipahee had forty 
rounds of musket ammunition in pouch, with 
100 spare loads— we have now not three ca- 
mel loads left; and many Sipahees have not 
a single cartridge in pouch. 

500 of our regular troops, and about 2500 

of the camp followers, are killed. 

3 
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Poor Sturt was laid on the side of a bank, 
with his wife and myself beside him. It 
began snowing heavily : Johnson and By- 
grave got some xummuls (coarse blankets) 
thrown over us. Dr. Bryce, H. A. came and 
examined Sturt 's wound : he dressed it ; but 
I saw by the expression of his countenance 
that there was no . hope. He afterwards 
kindly cut the ball out of my wrist, and 
dressed both my wounds. 

Half of a Sipahee's pall had been pitched, 
in which the ladies and their husbands took 
refuge. We had no one to scrape the snow 
off the ground in it. Capt. Johnson and Mr. 
Mein first assisted poor Sturt over to it, and 
then carried Mrs. Sturt and myself through 
the-deep snow. Mrs. Sturt's bedding (saved 
by the ayah riding on it, whom we kept up 
close with ourselves) was now a comfort for 
my poor wounded son. He suffered dreadful 
agony all night, and intolerable thirst ; and 
most grateful did we feel to Mr. Mein for 
going out constantly to the stream to procure 
water : we had only a small vessel to fetch it 
in, which contained but a few mouthfuls. 

To sleep in such anxiety of mind and in- 
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tense cold wasimpossible. There were nearly 
thirty of- us packed together without room to 
turn. 

The Sipahees and camp followers, half- 
frozen, tried to force their way, not only into 
the tent, but actually into our beds, if such 
resting-places can be so called — a posh teen 
(or pelisse of sheep skin) half spread on the 
snow, and the other half wrapped over one. 

Many poor wretches died round the tent in 
the night. ' 

The light company of the 54th N. 1., which 
left Cabul, thirty-six hours previously, eighty 
strong, was reduced to eighteen files. This 
is only one instance, which may fairly be 
taken as a general average of the destruction 
of our force. 

9lh. — Before sunrise the same confusion 
as yesterday. Without any order given, or 
bugle sounded, three fourths of our fighting 
men had pushed on in advance with the camp 
followers. As many as could, had appropri- 
ated to themselves all\he public yaboos and 
camels, on which they mounted. 

A portion of the troops had also regularly 
moved off, the only order appearing to be, 
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"Come along; we are all going, and half the 
men are off, with the camp followers in ad- 
vance !" We had gone perhaps a mile, when 
the whole were remanded back to their for- 
mer ground; and a halt for the day was 
ordered, in accordance with the wishes of the 
Sirdar; who had represented to the General, 
through Cap. Skinner, that his arrangements 
were not made either as regarded our secu- 
rity or provisions. Skinner urged the Ge- 
neral to show some mark of confidence in the 
Sirdars promises; which he instanlly did by 
sending Capt. Anderson to order back the 
troops and baggage. 

Mrs. TYevor kindly rode a pony, and gave 
up her place in the kajava to Sturt, who must 
otherwise have been left to die oh the ground. 
The rough motion increased his suffering 
and accelerated his death : but he was still 
conscious that his wife and I were with 
him ; and we had the sorrowful satisfaction of 
giving him Christian burial. 

More than one half of the force is now 
frost-bitten or wounded ; and most of the men 
can scarcely put a foot to the ground. .« 

This is the fourth day that our cattle have 
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had no food ; and the men are starved with 
cold and hunger. 

Reports are prevalent in camp that the Ir- 
regular Cavalry, and the Envoy's escort, are 
about to desert to Mahommed Akbar Khan ; 
and also that the' A Afghans are tampering with 
our Sipahees to leave us and return to Cabul. 
The Siibadar Major of the 37th N. I. has de- 
serted : he was a Subadar Bahakur of the 
order of British India. 

Shortly after Pottinger, Mackenzie, and 
Lawrence arrived sit the Khoord Cabul fort 
with the Sirdar, he turned to Lawrence and 
said that he had a proposal to make, but that 
he did not like to do so lest his motives might 
be misconstrued ; but that, as it concerned 
us more than himself, he would mention it; 
and that it was, that all the married men, with 
their families, should come over and put 
themselves under his protection, he guaran- 
teeing them honourable treatment, and safe 
escort to Peshawer. He added, that Law- 
rence must have seen from the events of the 
day previous— the loss of Capt. Boyd's and 
Capt. Anderson's children, etc. — that our 

pamp was no place of safety for the ladies and 

3. 
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children. Lawrence replied, that he consi- 
dered the proposition a most admirable one; 
and, Skinner coming in just then, he re- 
peated what had passed to him, who replied, 
1 'This is just what I was thinking of suggest- 
ing. " On which Lawrence begged he would 
go off and get the General's sanction, and 
bring them all without delay. Major Pot- 
tinger concurred entirely in the expediency 
of this measure. 

Our present position is one of imminent 
peril. Immediately on Skinner's arrival about 
mid-day, we set off escorted by some chiefs 
to a fort about two miles distant, where Ma- 
hommed Akbar Khan had taken up his tem- 
porary residence. Capt. Troup, Brigade- 
major to the Shah's force, who was wounded, 
accompanied the party, as did also Mr. Mein 
of the 13th, who, having been sent back with 
a year's sick-leave to Cabul, after he was 
wounded in October, followed Mrs. Start's 
and my fortunes, not being attached to any 
corps, nor having any duty to perfom. 

There can be little doubt but that the pro- 
position was acceded to by the General in the 
twofold hope of placing the ladies and children 
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beyond the dangers and dreadful privations 
of the camp, and also of showing the Sirdar 
that he was sincere in his wish to negotiate 
a truce, and thus win from him a similar 
feeling of confidence. 

Overwhelmed with domestic affliction, 
neither Mrs. Sturt nor I were in a lit state to 
decide for ourselves whether we would accept 
the Sirdar's protection or not. There was but 
faint hope of our ever getting safe to Jellala- 
bad; and we followed the stream. But 
although there was much talk regarding our 
going over, all I personally know of the affair 
is, that I was told we were all to go, and that 
our horses were ready, and we must mount 
immediately and be off. 

We were taken by a very circuitous route 
to the Khoord Cabul forts, where we found 
Mahommed Akbar Khan, and the hostages. 
Mr. Boyd's little boy had been brought there, 
and was restored to his parents. Mrs. Burnes 
and young Stoker were also saved, and joined 
our party. Anderson's little girl is said to 
have been taken to Cabul, to the Nawaub 
Zeman Shah Khan. 

Three rooms werecleared out for us, having 
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no outlets except a small door to each ; and 
of course they were dark and dirty. The 
party to which I belonged consisted of Mrs. 
Trevor and seven children, Lieut, and Mrs. 
Waller and child, Mrs. Sturt, Mr. Mein, and 
myself, Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Burnes, two 
soldier s wives, and young Stoker, child of a 
soldier of the i3th, who was saved from people 
who were carrying him off to the hills, and 
came in covered, we fear, with his mother's 
blood: of her we have no account, nor of Mrs. 
Cunningham, both of the 43th. The di- 
mensions of our room are at the utmost 
fourteen feet by ten. 

At midnight some mutton bones and greasy 
rice were brought to us. 

All that Mrs. Sturt and I possess are the 
clothes on our backs in which we quitted 
Cabul. 

Here I must divide the account. I shall 
go on with my own personal adventures ; and 
afterwards, from the same date, follow up the 
fortunes of our unhappy army, from the 
journals of friends who, thank God ! have lived 
through all their sufferings. 

iOth.— Mahommed Akbar Khan left us, to 
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escort our troops. . 500 deserters are said to 
have come in to him. It is reported that l he 
thieves have nearly exterminated our force ; 
and that four of Mahommed Akbar's sirdars 
are killed, Akbar is expected back a night ; 
and if ihe road is clear, we are to march at 
night and go thirty miles. Some officers are 
said to have taken refuge in a fort near this 
• place. A letter came from the General, 
stating that he wished Capt. Anderson and 
Capt. Boyd to return : this was in consequence 
of a representation made to him4hat Ander- 
son's making over the command of his corps to 
Lieut. Le Geyt, and going away, might have a 
bad effect on his men, who now showed sym- 
ptomsof an inclination to leave us to our fate. 
But it was decided by the politicals that for 
those officers to return would have the appea- 
rance of their faith in the Sirdar's promises 
being shaken, and that it would be productive 
of much evil: they remained therefore with us. 
Here was another instance of the General's 
vacillation. Anderson, on his return from 
taking the message to bring the troops back, 
was ordered by the General to go off with the 
other married men and families. Whatever 
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may have been his own sentiments on the 
occasion, his opinion was never asked, and 
he had but to obey. 

4 We marched ; being necessitated to 
leave all the servants that could not walk, the 
Sirdar promising that they should be fed. 
It w ould be impossible for me to describe the 
feelings with which we pursued our way 
through the dreadful scenes that awaited us. 
The road covered with awfully mangled bodies, 
all naked: fifty-eight Europeans were counted 
in the Tunghee and dip of the Nullah; the 
natives innumerable. Numbers of camp 
followers, still alive, frost-bitten and starving; 
some perfectly out of their senses and idiotic. 
Major Ewart, 54th, and Major Scott, 44th, 
were recognised as we passed them ; with some 
others. The sight was dreadful ; the smell of 
the blood sickening ; and the corpses lay so 
thick it was impossible to look from them, as 
it required care to guide my horse so as not 
to tread upon the bodies: but it is unne- 
cessary to dwell on such a distressing and 
revolting subject. 

We hear that Mahommed Akbar Khan 
offered to escort the army down, provided the 
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troops laid down their arms; but that the 
General went on, upon his own responsi- 
bility. ' 

We arrived at the Tezeen fort, Where we 
were well treated ; and where we found Lieut. 
Melville, 54th. He had, in guarding the 
colour of his regiment, received five severe 
wounds. He had fortunately seven rupees 
about him; these he gave to an Affghan to 
take him to the Sirdar, who dressed his 
wounds with his own hands, applying burnt 
rags ; and paid him every attention. 

12iA. — We went to Seh Baba ; and thence 
out of the road, following the bed of the river, 
to Abdoollah Khan's fort. We passed our last 
gun, abandoned, with poor Dr. Cardew's 
body ly ing on it, and three Europeans close 
by it. 

During the march, we were joined by Mr. 
Magrath, surgeon of the 37th N. I., and six 
men of the 44th. He had been wounded and 
taken prisoner on the 10th, whilst endeavour- 
ing to rally a party of some forty or fifty 
irregular cavalry, and bring them to the 
assistance of the unfortunate wounded men, 
who were being butchered at the bottom of 
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the Huft Kohtul. On his coming up with 
this party, and again ordering them to hall, 
to his great disgust he found Khoda Bukh 
Khan, a Ghilzye chief amongst them ; to whom 
they were apologising for not having gone 
over the day previous, as their comrades had 
done. Mr. Magralh had several harrow 
escapes; and, when surrounded by Ghilzye 
footmen with their long knives drawn, owed 
his life in a great measure to an Affghan 
horseman, who recognised him as having 
shown some little kindness to some of hissiCk 
friends at Cabul. 

At night we had snow. 

Our whole party, ladies and gentlemen, 
crammed into one room ; one side of which 
was partitioned off with mats and fdled with 
grain. Here an old woman cooked chupatties 
for us, three for a rupee; but, finding the 
demand great, she soon raised the price to a 
rupee each. 

13th. — We travelled over mountain paths, 
where the camels found it difficult to get on 
with the kajavas, till we arrived at Jugdaluk : 
near the Ghavoy there had been fearful 

slaughter, principally of Europeans. 
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We found Gen. Elphinstone, Brig. Shelton, 
and Cap. Johnson here in tents. 

Haying brought our party safe to Jugdaluk, 
I now return to the proceedings of our unfor- 
tunate army ; taking up the tale at the period 
when the ladies and their party took pro- 
tection. On the 9th a round AfTghan tent 
was pitched for Jhe ladies ; and we felt the 
courtesy of the sirdars, who slept in the open 
air to give us shelter, even such as it was, for 
the wind blew in in every direction. 

Immediately after our departure the irre- 
gular horse, with the exception of about 
eighty men, went over in a body to the Sirdar; 
and as they were afterwards seen in company 
with a body of Affghan horse at about a mile 
distance, there was an attack from them 
apprehended : all was consternation. Several 
of our Sipahees absented themselves during 
the day, also a number of camp followers. 
A message was sent to Mahommed Akbar 

* 

Khan, and a hope expressed that he would 
. not favour the desertion of the troops; and he 
promised that all going over to him should 
be shot, which was immediately made known 
to the men. One of the Mission chuprassies 
i • k 

■ 
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was caught in the act of going off, and shot. 

Lieut. Mackay, assistant to Capt. Johnson, 
was sent in the afternoon to the Sirdar (to 
the fort wherethe ladies were), for thepurpose 
of being the bearer of a letter to Gen. Sale at 
Jellalabad, to order him to evacuate his po- 
sition. This letter was written by Major 
Pottinger. 

All the dhooley bearers either deserted or 
were murdered the first day. 

The whole of the camels and yaboos have 
been either taken by the enemy or plundered 
by our no less lawless camp followers and 
soldiers. 

The greatest confusion prevailed all day ; 
and anxiety and suspense for the ultimate 
fate of the army was intense; all expecting 
that if in a few hours they were not deprived 
of life by cold and hunger, they woult fall by 
the knives of the Affghans; which, had they 
been then attacked, must indubitably have 
■ occurred ; for on the return of the troops 
after their set-out in the morning, com- 
manding officers had great difficulty in 
collecting sixty files a corps : but even of 
these many could scarcely hold a musket j 
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many died of cold and misery that night. 
To add to their wretchedness, many were 
nearly, and some wholly afflicted with snow 
blindness. 

iOlh. — No sooner was it light than the 
usual rush to the front was made by the 
mixed rabble of camp followers, Sipahees, 
and Europeans in one huge mass. Hundreds 
of poor wretches, unable to seize any animals 
for themselves, or despoiled by stronger per- 
sons of those they had, were left on the road 
to die or be butchered. 

A fter much exertion , the advance, consisting 
of the 44th, the only remaining six-pounder, 
and about fifty files of the 5th cavalry, managed 
to get ahead of the crowd. The Affghans 
were appearing on the hills early : on arriving 
at theTungheeTareekee, a narrow gorge about 
ten feet wide and two miles distant from their 
last ground, Capt. Johnson was sent with the 
advance; the heights were taken possession 
of by the enemy ; who lired down incessantly 
on the road, from which they were inacces- 
sible. The snow increased in depth as the 
army advanced. There is a gradual ascent 
all the way from Khoord Cabul to Kubher-i- 
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Jubhar, a distance of five miles ; the progress 
was necessarily slow, and many poor fellows 
were shot. 

After getting through the pass, not above 
fifty yards in length, they proceeded to Kub- 
ber-i-Jubhar; where they halted for their 
comrades. 

Latterly no AfFghans had been seen, except 
at a distance; the horror of our people was 
therefore the greater when a few stragglers 
from the rear came up, and reported them- 
selves as the remnant of the rear column, 
almost every man of which had been either 
killed or wounded : Capt. Hopkins had his 
arm broken by. a musket ball. There was 
now not a single Sipahee left of the whole 
Cabul force. 

A desperate attack had been made by a 
body of Affghans, sword in hand : our men 
made no resistance, but threw away their 
arms and accoutrements; and fell an easy 
prey to our barbarous and blood-thirsty foe. 

The rear-guard was composed of the 54th 
regiment. On arriving at the narrow pass 
calledTunghee Tareekee,or "the dark pass," 
a turn in the road shut out from their sight 
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the enemy, who had followed close on their 
heels, but on whom they had received strict 
orders not to fire; although the Ghilzyes, 
from the heights and ravines, had kept up a 
sharp discharge, killing many Sipahees and 
camp followers, and cutting up all wounded 
and sick left behind. On arriving at the above- 
mentioned pass, the turn in the road allowed 
the Ghilzyes to close up; and a general attack 
was made on all sides : hundreds of Affghans 
rushing down from the rocks and hills cut to 
pieces their now reduced regiment. Here 
Major Ewart, commanding 54th, had both his 
arms broken by bullets from the Juzails; 
Lieut. Mbrrieson, the adjutant, was wounded; 
and Lieut. Weaver, of the samecorps, slightly. 
Lieut. Melville, on observing the Jemadar, 
who carried the regiment's colour, wounded 
and dropping his charge, seized it; and, after 
vainly attempting to tear it off the staff, to 
which it was too firmly attached, made his 
way on foot (his horse having been killed), 
with the colour in his hand. This made him 
a mark for the enemy; and ere he had got 
out of the pass,, being nearly, or quite, the 
last man of the column, or rather rabble, he 

4. 
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received a spear wound in his back, which 
threw him on his face : ere well able to rise, 
a severe sword-cut in the head againg laid 
him prostrate; but he contrived to crawl as 
far as the fast retrgating column ; when again 
the knife of an Affghan wounding him in the 
neck, and a spear in the chin, he gave up all 
for lost. He was now surrounded by a dozen 
Ghilzyes; and no man, save the dead and 
dying, near him; when the enemy, observing 
a box of treasure on the opposite side of the 
pass, left him, for the purpose of rifling the 
money, either supposing they had already 
killed him, or intending to return when they 
had secured the more valuable booty. This 
pause gave Lieut. Melville an opportunity of 
escaping and regaining the column; which, 
although weak from his wounds, he availed 
himself of; and by going through the snow 
in the ravines, he contrived to reach the co- 
lumn; where a pony without an owner, or 
saddle of any description, presenting itself, 
hescrambled on to it; and, with the assistance 
of a Mehter, gained the centre of the column, 
where the 44th and one gun still kept some 
order, Lieut. Melville was tied on the gun, 

i 
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and was told by Gen. Elphinstone, that he 
should besenlover to the charge of the Sirdar, 
Mahommed Akbar Khan, on reaching Tezeen, 
or at any opportunity of going. 

On a report of a large body of horse being 
observed in the rear, the gun was ordered 
there; and Lieut. Melville was placed on a 
bank on the road T side. The column passed 
on; and he was expecting the fate of the 
other poor fellows who had fallen; when, 
providentially for him, a horseman rode up, 
who had known him in cantonments, and 
who strapped him on his horse,*and took him 
over to the party of horsemen, consisting of 
Mahommed Akbar Khan and his followers ; 
who received him most kindly, and, binding 
up his wounds, gave him a loonghee, his re- 
gimental cap being cut to pieces. 

The loonghee is the cloth worn as a turban 
commonly by the AJFghans, and is generally 
of blue check with a red border : those worn 
by the Khyberries are much gayer, and have 
a large admixture of yellow. 
,. Melville gave to Omer Khan, the horseman 
who saved his life, seven rupees, being all 
the property he possessed. 
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Every particle of baggage was gone. 

The small remnant of the army consisted 
of about seventy files of the 44th, fifty of the 
5th cavalry, and 4 six-pounder gun. Observing 
a body of cavalry in their rear, they deter- 
mined to bring their solitary gun into posi- 
tion, and make a last effort for existence. 
Finding it was again Mahommed Akbar Khan, 
Cap. Skinner (Assist. -Com. -Gen.) by direc- 
tion of the General, went over, under escort, 
to him ; to remonstrate on the attack made 
on our troops after a treaty had been entered 
into for our protection. He replied, he re- 
gretted it, he could not control the Ghilzyes 
(the inhabitants of this part of the country) 
with his small body of horse, about 300; but 
that as the remnant of our troops was merely 
a few Europeans, he would guarantee their 
safety, and that of all the European officers, 
to Jellalabad, if the General would conduct 
them all disarmed, whilst the Aflfghans were 
to have the use of their weapons. He said 
his motives for this were, that should they 
bring their arms with them, his own followers 
would be afraid of treachery. To this pro-s 
position the General would not assent* 
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Mackay returned with Skinner from the 
Sirdar, as the road to Jellalabad was said to 
be unsafe. 

The troops continued their fearful march : 
the remnant of the camp followers, with se- 
veral wounded officers, went ahead : for five 
miles they saw no enemy : all who could not 
walk were necessarily left behind. They 
descended a long steep descent to the bed of 
the Tezeen Nullah. At this dip the scene 
was horrible : the ground was covered with 
dead and dying, amongst whom were severa 
officers : they had been suddenly attacked 
and overpowered. The enemy here crowded 
from the tops of the hills in all directions 
down the l^ed of the Nullah, through which 
the route lay for three miles ; and our men 
continued their progress through an incessant 
fire from the heights on both sides, until their 
arrival in the Tezeen valley, at about half- 
past four p. m. 

The descent from the Huft Kohtul was 
about 2000 feet ; and here they lost the snow,. 

About 12,000 persons have perished ! 

A quarter of an hour after their arrival, 
the Sirdar and a party came into the valley to 
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a (brt higher up belonging to his father-in- 
law, Mahommed Shah Khan. A signal was 
made to his horsemen to approach : two came, 
and Capt. Skinner, by ihe General's desire, 
accompanied them to Mahommed Akbar 
Khan, to devise some means of saving the 
remnant — about 4,000 people of all descrip- 
tions. 

Skinner returned at dusk; and brought 
back the same message as from Kubher-i- 
Jubhar, regarding disarming the Europeans : 
and again this was refused. 

The General then decided, weak and fam- * 
ished as the troops were, and without any 
prospect of procuring provisions at Tezeen, 
to march at seven in the evening (they had 
left Khoord Cabul, fifteen miles from Tezeen, 
half-past six a.m.), and proceed, if possible, 
through the Jugdaluk pass by eight or nine 
the next morning. In this consisted their 
only chance of safety ; for, should the enemy 
obtain intimation of their approach, the pass 
>vould be occupied, and the object defeated. 
Johnson pointed out to the General that Ma- 
hommed Akbar Khan and his party could, by 
means of a short cut across the mountains, 
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start long after them, and arrive before them, 
ready to oppose them. 

Jugdaluk is about twenty-four miles from 
Tezeen; the pass about two miles long, very 
narrow, and commanded on both sides by 
high and precipitous hills. 

At Tezeen Gen. Elphmstone received a 
note in cypher from Capt. Conolly, warning 
him that Mahommed Akbar Khan had quitted 
Cabul, with the avowed intention of getting 
into his hands the person of the General, and 
all the married people with their families. 

A message was sent to Mahommed Akbar 
Khan that they were going to march to Seh 
Baba seven miles from Tezeen (this place is 
sometimes called Tukeea-i-Fakeer) : the road 
lies down the bed of a Nullah, with high hills 
on either side. The place is only remarkable 
from having a few trees and a grave or two 
under them ; and from the latter I believe it 
takes its name. 

The camp followers having been the bane 
of this unfortunate army,, they hoped to move 
off quietly and leave them behind; but no 
sooner did they start, than they found that 
all who were able to stand were accompanying 
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them. They left their remaining gun behind ; 
and Dr. Cardew, who was mortally wounded 
at the dip into the Tezeen Nullah, was laid on 
the carriage to await death, which was ra- 
pidly approaching : he was found dead by 
Mahommed Akbar's people the next morning. 

The night was fine and moonlit, and they 
reached Seh Baba about midnight; here a 
few shots were fired on them ; and the rear 
being attacked, the whole remains of the 
44th, with the exception of about nine files 
to form the advance, were ordered there ; and 
thus the column remained until their arrival 

4 

at Jugdaluk ; their progress being again im- 
peded by that evil which always attends Indian 
armies, the camp followers ; who, if a shot is 
fired in advance, invariably fall back; and if 
in rear, rush to the front. 

41^— From Seh Baba the roads turns off 
sharp to the right over the mountains to Jug- 
daluk; and across the Nullah is seen the 
short road to Cabul, but which cannot be tra- 
velled by guns or camels. 

At Seh Baba Dr. Duff ( the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral to the forces in Affghanistan ), who had 
had his hand cut off with a penknife at Te- 
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seen, in consequence of a severe wound, was 
from weakness obliged to lag behind, and 
was two days afterwards found murdered. 

Bareekub is three miles from Seh Baba : 
there is a clear stream of water, and several 
caves cut in the rocks. Here our force ob- 
served a number of people in the caves ; with 
whom they did not interfere, as they did not 
molest them. They eventually fired some 
volleys on the rear. 

At day-break the advance arrived at Killa 
Sung, about seven miles from Seh Baba, 
where there are some streams of water : this 
is the general encamping ground, though 
very confined, and commanded by hills all 
round. 

They proceeded about half a mile further 
on, and they halted, until the rear-guard 
should arrive ; but they, having been much 
molested on the road, did not arrive for two 
hours. On their first arrival not an Afighan 
was to be seen ; but shortly several made 
their appearance on the hills, and the num- 
ber continued every moment to increase. 
Not a drop of water was procurable; nor " 
would they get any until their arrival at Jug- 

5 
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daluk. They had marched for twenty-four 
hours consecutively, and had slill ten miles 
to go before they could hope for rest. On 
being joined by the rear-guard they conti- 
nued their march; the enemy in small num- 
bers watching every opportunity to murder 
stragglers from the column. 

At two miles from Jugdaluk the descent 
into the valley commences. 

The hills on each side of the road were oc- 
cupied by the enemy, who kept firing from 
their long juzails; and agaiu the road was 
covered with dead and dying, as they were 
in such a mass that every shot told. 

On arrival in the valley, a position was 
taken up on the first height near some ruined 
walls. As scarcely any Europeans of the ad- 
vance now remained, and the enemy were in- 
creasing, the General called all the officers 
(about twenty) to form line and show a front : 
they had scarcely done so when Capt. Grant, 
Assistant-Adjutant-General, received a ball 
through the cheek which broke his jaw. 

On the arrival of the rear-guard, followed 
up by the enemy, the latter took possession 
of two heights close to our position : on which 
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our force went for security within the ruined 
walls. The men were almost maddened with 
hunger and thirst : a stream of pure water 
ran within 150 yards of the position, but no 
man could go for it without being massacred. 

For about half an hour they had a respite 
from the fire of the enemy, who now only 
watched their proceedings. 

The General desired Johnson to see if there 
were any bullocks or camels procurable 
amongst the followers : he obtained three 
bullocks, which were killed, served out, and 
devoured instantly, although raw, by the Eu- 
ropeans. 

A few horsemen coming in sight, they 
signed for one to approach : he did so, and on 
being questioned what chief was present, 
said Mahommed Akbar Khan. A message 
was sent to the Sirdar by the General to know 
why they were again molested : the chief re- 
plied, he wished to converse with Skinner, 
who immediately accompanied the messen- 
ger. This was about half past three p. M.of 
the 11th. 

After marching for thirty hours they lay 
down on the ground worq out by cold, him- 
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ger, thirst, and fatigue : but scarcely had 
Skinner taken his departure, when volley af- 
ter volley was poured into the enclosure 
where they were resting. All was instant 
confusion, and a general rush took place out- 
side the walls ; men and cattle all huddled 
together, each striving to hide himself from 
the murderous fire of the enemy. 

At this time twenty gallant men of the 
44th made a simultaneous rush down the 
hill, to drive the enemy off the heights they 
occupied : in this they were successful ; for, 
supposing they were followed by the rest} 
the foe took to flight ere our men could 
reach their position. 

In about a quarter of an honour, as so 
* small a party would not admit of any divi- 
sion, this party was recalled. They again 
entered within the broken walls; and in- 
stantly our inveterate foes were in their for- 
mer position dealing death amongst them. 

About 5 o'clock Skinner returned with a 
message that the Sirdar wished to see the Ge- 
neral, Brig. Shelton, and Johnson; and if they 
would go over to confer with him, he would 
engage to put a stop to any further massacre, 
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and also to give food to our troops : and on 
condition of their remaining with him as hos- 
tages for Gen. Sale's evacuation of Jellala- 
bad, he would escort all the small remaining 
party in safely. 

Mahommed Shah Khan, father-in-law to 
the Sirdar, and whose daughter is with the 
Dost at Loodianah, is one of the principal 
Ghilzye chiefs : he came at dusk with an escort 
to receive them; and they started in the con- 
fident hope that some arrangement would be 
entered into to save the lives of the remainder 
of the army. The General and the above- 
mentioned officers proceeded to the top of 
the valley for about two miles, and found the 
Sirdar and his party in bivouac : nothing 
could exceed the kind manner in which they 
were received. The chief, on hearing they 
had not tasted food for forty-eight hours, had 
a cloth spread on the ground ; and a good pillau 
and other dishes, as also tea, were quickly 
brought : and they formed a circle round it, 
and all ale out of the same dish. 

Their hunger, though great, was not to be 
compared to their thirst, which had not been 
quenched for two days. 
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The party consisted of ihe Sirdar, Mahom- 
med Akbar Khan, Mahommed Shah Khan, 
Abdool Ghyas Khan (son of Juhhar Khan), 
and a young lad called Abdool Hakeem Khan, 
nephew to the Sirdar. The attention of the 
Sirdar and his parly was excessive; and after 
dinner ihcy sat round a blazing lire, and con- 
versed on various subjects. The General 
requested lhat Mahommed Akbar Khan would 
early in the morning forward provisions to 
the troops, and make arrangements for supply- 
ing them with water : all which he faithfully 
promised to do. 

The General was anxious for permission to 
return to his troops; and ottered to send Brig. 
Anquetil, should the Sirdar require an officer 
in his stead. Johnson, by theGeneralsdesire, 
pointed out to the Sirdar the stigma that 
would attach to him as commander of the 
force, were he to remain in a place of com- 
parativesecurity, whilstsuch danger impended 
over the troops. To this the Sirdar would 
not consent. At about 11 p.m., the Sirdar 
promised he would early in the morning call 
the chiefs of the pass together, to make ar- 
rangements for a safe escort : he then showed 
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them into a small tent, where, stretched on 
their cloaks, they found relief in sleep. 

Our unfortunate force at Jugdaluk this day 
consisted of 150 men of the 44th; 46 dis- 
mounted horse artillery men; 25 of the 5th 
cavalry. Not a single Sipahee with arms, no 
spare ammunition, and the few rounds in 
pouch had been taken from the killed. 

i'2th. — The English officers arose at sun- 
rise, and found the Sirdar and his party were 
up. They showed them the same civility as 
over night; two confidential servants of the 
chief were appointed to wait on them; and 
they were warned not to attempt to leaye the 
tent without one of these men, lest they 
should be maltreated or insulted by the Ghil- 
zyes, who were flocking in to pay their respects 
to Mahommed Akbar. 

About 9 a.m., the chiefs of the pass and the 
country around Soorkhab arrived. Soorkhab 
is about thirteen miles from Jugdaluk, towards 
Jellalabad, and is the usual halting ground. 

The chiefs sat down to discuss affairs. 
They were bitter in their haired towards us ; 
and declared that nothing would satisfy them 
and their men, but our extermination. Money 
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they would not receive. The Sirdar, as far 
as words could prove his sincerity, did all in 
his power to conciliate them; and, when all 
other arguments failed, reminded them that 
his father and family were in the power of 
the British government at Loodianah; and 
that vengeance would be taken on the latter 
if mercy were not showed to the British in 
their power. 

Mahommed Shah Khan offered them 60,000 
rupees on condition of our force not being 
molested. After some time they took their 
departure to consult with their followers; and 
Mahommed Shah Khan mentioned to John- 
son that he feared the chiefs would not, with- 
out some great inducement, resist the temp- 
tation of plunder and murder that now offered 
itself: and wound up the discourse by asking 
if we would give them two lakhs of rupees 
for a free passage. On this being explained 
to the General, he gave his consent ; and it 
was made known to Mahommed Shah Khan, 
whowentawayandpromised to return quickly. 

The General again begged of the Sirdar to 
permit him to return to his troops; but with- 
out avail. 
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Johnson, by the General's desire, wrote 
earW in the day to Skinner, to come to the 
Sirdar. This letter and two others, it is to 
be feared, he never received. A report was 
brought in that Skinner was wounded, but 
not dangerously ; the Sirdar expressed much 
sorrow; poor Skinner died of his wound the 
same day. 

Until 12 o'clock* crowds of Ghilzyes with 
their respective chiefs, continued to pour in 
from the surrounding country to make their 
salaams to Mahommed Akbar Khan, to par- 
ticipate in the plunder of our unfortunate 
people, and to revel in the massacre of |he 
Europeans. From their expressions of hatred 
towards our whole race, they appeared to 
anticipate more delight in cutting our throats 
than in the expected booty. However, on 
a hint from the Sirdar, they changed the 
language, in which they conversed, from 
Persian to Pushtoo, which was not under- 
stood by our officers. 

The Sirdar, to all appearance, whilst sit- 
ting with Johnson, endeavoured to conciliate 
them ; but it very probably was only done as 
a blind to hide his real feelings, 

f r 
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In two instances, the reply of the chiefs 
was,— 11 When Burnes came into this coun- 
try, was not your father entreated by us to 
kill him ; or he would go back to Hindostan, 
and at some future day bring an army and 
take our counlry from us? He would not 
listen (o our advice, and what is the con- 
sequence? Let us now, that we have the op- 
portunity, take advanUfge of it; and kill 
those infidel dogs." 

At about 12, the Sirdar left them, and went 
on the top of a hill in rear of the British bi- 
vouac. He did not return till sunset; and 
in # reply to the anxious inquiry when Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan would return, they were 
always told immediately. Frequent assuran- 
ces had been given that the troops had been 
supplied with food and water; but subsequent- 
ly they learnt that neither had been given 
them in their dire necessitv. 

The Sirdar relurned at dusk; and was soon 
followed by Mahommed Shah Khan, who 
brought intelligence that all was linally and 
amicably arranged for the safe conduct of the 
troops to Jellalabad. The Sirdar said he 
would accompany them in the morning early. 
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By the General's request, Johnson wrote to 
Brig. Anquetil to have the troops in readiness 
to march by 8 o'clock : he had also com- 
menced a letter to Gen. Sale to evacuate JeU 
lalabad (this being part of ihe terms). Sud- 
denly, and before the first note was sent off, 
much musketry was heard down the valley in 
the direction of the troops; and a report was 
brought in that the Europeans were moving 
off through the pass followed by the Ghilzyes. 
All was consternation. At first the Sirdar 
suggested that he and the officers should fol- 
low them : in this (he General concurred. 
In a few minutes the Sirdar changed his mind; 
said he feared their doing so would injure 
the troops, by bringing after them the whole 
horde of Ghilzyes then assembled in the val- 
ley* He promised to send a confidential ser- 
vant to Meer Afzul Khan at Gundamuk (two 
miles beyond Soorkhab) to afford them pro- 
tection , and agreed to start with them at mid- 
. night, as being mounted they would overtake 
the others before daybreak. When about to 
separate for the night, the Sirdar again altered 
the time of departure to the first hour of day- 
light. Remonstrances were of no avail ; and 
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our parly were too completely in the power 
of the enemy, to persist in what they had not 
the power to enforce. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan told Johnson, after 
Mahommed Shah Khan went out to consult 
with the chiefs of the pass, that the latter were 
dogs and no faith could be placed in them; 
and begged jQhnson would send for three or 
four of his most intimate friends, that their 
lives might be saved in the event of treachery 
to the troops. Gladly as he would have 
saved his individual friends, he was under the 
necessity of explaining to the Sirdar that a 
sense of honour would prevent the officers 
deserting their men at a time of such immi- 
nent peril. The Sirdar also proposed, that 
in the event of the Ghilzyes not acceding to 
the terms, he would himself, at dusk, proceed 
with a party of horsemen to the fool of the 
hill where our troops were ; and, previous 
orders being sent to the commanding officer 
for all to be ready, he would bring every Eu- 
ropean away in safety, by each of his horse- 
men taking up one behind him : the Ghilzyes 
would not then lire upon them, lest they 
should hit him or his men. But he would not 
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allow a single Hindostanee to follow ; as he 
could not protect 2000 men (the computed 
number).— Johnson interpreted all this to the 
General : but it was deemed impracticable ; as 
from past experience they knew how impos- 
sible it was even to separate the Sipahees 
from the camp followers. Four or five times 
during the day they heard the report of mus- 
ketry in the direction of our troops; but they 
were always told that all fighting had ceased. 
This was subsequently proved to be a gross 
falsehood. Our troops were incessantly fired 
upon from the time that the General and the 
other officers quitted them to the time of 
their departure, and several hundreds of offi- 
cers and men had been killed or wounded. 
The remainder, maddened with cold, hun- 
ger, and thirst, the communication between 
them and the General cut off, and seeing no 
prospect but certain death before them by 
remaining in their present position, deter- 
mined on making one desperate effort to 
leave Jugdaluk. Snow fell during the night. 

My narrative now continues from infor- 
mation furnished by a friend remaining with 

the renmant of this ill-fated army. — They 
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halted this day at Jugdahik , hoping to nego- 
tiate an arrangement with Mahommed Akbar 
Khan and the Ghilzye chiefs, as before stated : 
but the continual firing, and frequent at- 
tempts made by the enemy to force them 
from their position during the day, but too, 
well indicated that there was little or no 
chance of negotiations being effectual to quell 
hostilities, and admit of their resuming their 
march in safety : on the contrary, there 
appeared an evident determination still to 
harass their retreat to the very last. 

Near the close of the day the enemy com- 
menced a furious attack from all sides. The 
situation of our troops at this time was criti- 
cal in the extreme : the loss they sustained 
in men and officers had been great during the 
day, and the survivors had only been able to 
obtain a scanty meal of camel's tlesh : even 
water was not procurable without the parties 
proceeding for it being exposed to a heavy 
(ire. The men, under all this suffering, 
perishing with cold at their post, bravely re- 
pelled the enemy ; and would then have fol- 
lowed them from under the dilapidated walls 
had they been permitted to do so. During 
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this conflict Capt. Souter of the 44th, anxious 
to save the colours of his regiment, tore one 
of them from its staff, and folding it round 
his person , concealed it under the poshteen 
he wore : the other was in like manner ap- 
propriated by Lieut. Cumberland ; but find- 
ing that he could not close his pea-coat over 
it, he reluctantly entrusted it to the care of 
the Acting Quartermaster-Sergeant of the 
44th regiment. 

Great anxiety prevailed amongst the troops, 
caused by the continued absence of Gen. El- 
phinstone and Brigadier Shelton, the two 
seniors in command. It was resolved, as 
they did not return, to resume their march 
as soon as the night should shroud them from 
observation ; and Brig. Anquetil, now in 
command, ordered the troops to fall in at 
eight o'clock : but before the men could take 
the places assigned, to them, the camp fol- 
lowers, who were still numerous, crowded 
upon them as usual. At length between 8 
and 9 o'clock they took their departure ; which 
was rendered a very trying scene, from the 
entreaties of the wounded, amounting to se- 
venty or eighty, for whom there was qo con- 
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veyance; and therefore, however heart-rending 
to all, they were necessarily abandoned, with 
the painful conviction that they would be 
massacred in cold blood, defenceless as they 
were, by the first party of Ghilzyes that ar- 
rived. 

The enemy, who seem to have been aware 
of the intended removal, soon commenced an 
attack upon the straggling camp followers : 
and a number of Aflghans, favoured by the 
darkness of the night, stole in amongst the 
followers that were in column, whom they 
quietly despatched, and proceeded to plunder. 
These daring men, however, were nearly all 
cut up or bayonetted by the enraged soldiery ; 
who shortly after came upon an encampment 
of the enemy; in passing which they were 
saluted with a heavy fire, followed up by a 
sally upon the camp followers, as usual. 

They proceeded on until they came to a 
gorge, with low steep hills on either side, " 
between which the road passed, about two 
miles from Jugdaluk. Here two barriers 
had been thrown across the road, con- 
structed of bushes and branches of trees. 
The road, which had been flooded, was a 
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mass of ice, and the snow on the hills very 
deep. The enemy, who had waited for them 
in great force at this spot, rushed upon the 
column, knife in hand. The camp followers 
and wounded men fell back upon the hand- 
ful of troops for protection ; thus rendering 
them powerless, and causing the greatest con- 
• fusion; whilst the men, in small detached 
parties, were maintaining conflicts with fear- 
ful odds against them. 

In this conflict the Acting Quartermaster- 
Sergeant fell : and in the confusion, caused 
by an overwhelming enemy pressing on the 
rear in a night attack, it is not surprising 
that it was found impossible to extricate the 
colour from the body of the fallen man; and 
its loss was unavoidable. The disorder of 
the troops was increased by a part of them, 
the few remaining horsemen, galloping 
through and over the infantry in hopes of 
securing their own retreat to Jellalabad. The 
men, maddened at being ridden over, fired 
on them ; and it is said that some officers 
were fired at ; but that rests on doubtful tes- 
timony. When the firing slackened, and the 
clashing of knives and bayonets had in some 

6. 
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measure ceased, the men moved on slowly 
and on arriving at the top of ihe gorge were 
able to ascertain the fearful extent of the loss 
they had sustained in men and officers. Of 
the latter Brigadier Anquetil and above 
twenty others were missing. The troops now 
hailed unmolested for an hour ; during which 
time a few stragglers contrived to join them. 

The country being now of a more open de- 
scription, our small force suffered less an- 
noyance from the tire of the enemy : but the 
determination of the men to bring on their 
wounded comrades greatly retarded their 
marching ; and from the troopers having pro- 
ceeded onwards the wounded could not be 
mounted behind them : thus their pace did not 
exceed two miles in the hour. From time 
to time sudden attacks were made on the 
rear; particularly in spots where the road 
wound close under the foot of the hills, and 
there a sharp fire was sure to be met with. 
In this manner they went on till . they reach- 
ed the Soorkhab river, which they forded 
below the bridge at 4 a.m. on the 13th, being 
aware that the enemy would take possession 
of it, and dispute the passage. Whilst fording 
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the river a galling fire was kept qp from the 
bridge : here Lieut. Catlett of the 44th and 
several men were killed and wounded. 

i3ih. — From Soorkhab the remnant of the 
column moved towards Gundamuk : but as 
the day dawned the enemy's numbers in- 
creased ; and unfortunately daylight soon ex- 
posed to them how very few fighting men the 
column contained. The force now consisted 
of twenty officers, of whom Major Griffiths 
was the senior, fifty men of the 44th, six of 
the horse artillery, and four or five Sipahees. 
Amongst the whole there were but twenty 
muskets ; 300 camp followers still continued 
with them. 

Being now assailed by an increased force, 
they were compelled to quit the road, and 
take up a position on a hill adjoining. Some 
- Aflghan horsemen being observed at a short 
distance were beckoned to. On their ap- 
proach there was a cessation of firing : terms 
were proposed by Capt. Hay, to allow the 
force to proceed without further hostilities to 
Jellalabad. These persons not being suffi- 
ciently influential to negotiate, Major Griffiths 
proceeded with them to a neighbouring chief 
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for that purpose; taking with him Mr. Blewitt, 
formerly a writer in Capt. Johnson's office, 
who understood Persian, that he might act as 
interpreter. 

Many Affghans ascended the hill where our 
troops awaited the issue of the expected con- 
ference; and exchanges of friendly words 
passed between both parties. This lasted 
upwards of an hour; but hostilities were 
renewed by the Affghans, who snatched at the 
fire-arms of the men and officers. This they 
of course resisted; and drove them off the 
hill c but the majority of the enemy, who 
occupied the adjoining hills commanding our 
position, commenced a galling fire upon us. 
Several times they attempted to dislodge our 
men from the hill, and were repulsed : until, 
our ammunition being expended, and our 
fighting men reduced to about thirty, the 
enemy made a rush, which in our weak state 
we were unable to cope with. They bore our 
men down knife in hand ; and slaughtered 
all the party except Capt. Souter and seven 
or eight men of the 44th and artillery. This 
officer thinks that this unusual act of for- 
bearance towards him originated in the 
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' strange dress he wore : his poshteen having 
opened during the last struggle exposed to 
view the colour he had wrapped round his 
body ; and they probably thought they had 
secured a valuable prize in some great ba- 
hadur, for whom a large ransom might be 
obtained. 

Eighteen officers and about fifty men were 
killed at the final struggle at Gundamuk. 
Capt. Souter and the few remaining men 
(seven or eight) lhat were taken alive from the 
field were, after a detention of a month in 
the adjoining villages, made over to Ma- 
hommed Akbar Khan and sent to the fort of 
Buddeeabad in the Lughman valley, where 
they arrived on thQ 15th of February. 
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We must now return to the General and his 
party. At daybreak on the 13th the Sirdar 
had again changed his mind; and instead of 
following up the troops, he decided to move 
to the position they had vacated, and remain 
there during the day; and should the ladies 
and officers left at Khoord Cabul arrive in the 
evening, that all should start the next morn- 
ing over the mountains to the valley of Lugh- 
man, north of Jellalabad. At 8 a.m., they 
mounted their horses; and with the Sirdar 
and his party rode down the pass, which bore 
fearful evidence to the last night's struggle. 
They passed some 200 dead bodies, many 
of them Europeans; the whole naked, and 
covered with large gaping wounds. As the 
day advanced, several poor wretches of Hin- 
dostanees (camp followers, who had escaped 
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the massacre of the night before) made their 
appearance from behind rocks and within 
caves, where they had taken shelter from the 
murderous knives of the Affghans and the 
inclemency of the climate. They had been 
stripped of all they possessed; and few could 
crawl more than a fewyards, being frostbitten 
in the feet. Here Johnson found two of his 
servants : the one had his hands and feet 
frostbitten, and had a fearful sword cut across 
one hand, and a musket ball in his stomach ; 
the other had his right arm completely cut 
through the bone. Both were utterly des- 
titute of covering, and had not tasted food for 
five days. 

This suffices for a sample of the sufferings 
of the survivors. 

About four o'clock Sultan Jan (a cousin of 
the Sirdar) arrived with the ladies and gentle- 
men; also Lieut. Melville of the 54th, and 
Mr. Magrath, surgeon of the 37th, both of 
whom had been wounded between Khoord 
Cabul and Tezeen. A large party of cavalry 
accompanied Sultan Jan, both Alfghan and 
our irregular horse, who had deserted, as be- 
fore mentioned. 
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14lfc. — We marched twenty-four miles to 
Kutz-i-Mahommed Ali Khan : started at about 
9 a. m.; the Sirdar with Gen. Elphinstone; 
Brig. Shelton, and Gapt. Johnson bringing up 
the rear. 

We travelled over a dreadfully rough road : 
some of the ascents and descents were fearful 
to look at, and at first sight appeared to be 
impracticable. The whole road was a conti- 
nuation of rocks and stones, over which the 
camels had great difficulty in making their 
way; and particularly in the ascent of the 
Adrak-Budrakpass, where I found it requisite 
to hold tight on by the mane, lest the saddle 
and I should slip off together. 

Had we travelled under happier auspices, 
I should probably have been foolish enough 
to have expressed fear, not having even a 
saces to assist me. Still I could not but ad- 
mire the romantic tortuous defile we passed 
through, being the bed of of a mountain tor- 
rent, which we exchanged for the terrific pass 
I have mentioned, and which was rendered 
doubly fearful by constant stoppages from 
those in front, which appeared to take place 
at the most difficult spots. 
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At the commencement of the defile, and for 
some considerable distance, we passed 200 
or 300 of our miserable Hindostanees, who 
had escaped up the unfrequented road from 
the massacre of the 12th. They were all 
naked, and more or Jess frostbitten : wounded, 
and starving, they had set fire to the bushes 
and grass, and huddled all together to impart 
warmth to each other. Subsequently we 
heard that scarcely any of these poor wretches 
escaped from the defile : and that driven to* 
the extreme of hunger they had sustained life 
by feeding on their dead comrades. 

The wind blew bitterly cold at our bivouac ; 
for the inhabitants of the fort refused to take 
us in ; stating that we were Kaffirs. We 
therefore rolled ourselves up as warm as we 
could; and with our saddles for pillows braved 
the elements. Gen. Elphinstone, Brig. Shel- 
ton, and Johnson considered themselves happy 
when one of the Aflfghans told them to accom- 
pany him into a wretched cowshed, which 
was filled with dense smoke from a blazing 
fire in the centre of the hut. These officers 
and Mr. Melville were shortly after invited by 
Mahommed Akbar Khan to dine with him 
n. 7 
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and his party in the fort. Thfe reception 
room was not much better than that they had 
left : they had, however, a capital dinner, 
some cups of tea, and luxurious rest at night; 
the room having been well heated by a blazing 
flre with plenty of smoke, with not outlet for 
eilher heat or smoke, except through the door 

' and a small circular hole in the roof, 

45dt January. — A bitterly cold wiqd blow- 
ing, we started at 7 a.m.; crossed two bran* 

# chesofthe Punjshir river, which was not only 
deep, but exceedingly rapid. The chiefs 
gave us every assistance : Mahommed Akbar 
Khan carried Mrs. Waller over behind him 
on his own horse. One rode by me to keep 
my horse's- head well up the stream. The 
Affghans made great exertions to save both 
men and animals struggling in the water ; but 
in spite of all their endeavours five unfortui- 
Dates lost their lives. We passed over many 
ascents and declivities; and at about 3 p. m. 
arrived at Tighree, a fortified town in the rich 
valley of Lughman; having travelled twenty 
miles aver a most barren country, without a 
blade of grass or drop of water until we ap- 
proached Tighree, Our route lay along a 
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' tract of country considerably higher than 
Lughman, with scarcely a footpath visible the 
whole way. The road was good for any kitid 
of carriage. We passed over the Plain of 
Methusaleh; and saw at a short distance the 
Kubber-i-Lamechj a celebrated place of pil-» 
grimage, about two miles from Tighree and 
twenty-five from Jellalabad. 
-. The Sirdar desired the General, the Bri- 
gadier, and Johnson to take up their quarters 
with him, whilst the ladies and the othef 
gentlemen were located in another fort. 

A great number of Hindu Bunneahs reside 
at Tighree. We went to the fort of Gholab 
Moyenoodeen, who took Mrs. Sturt and my* 
self to the apartments of his mother and 
wife. Of course we could not understand 
much that they said; but they evidently made 
much of us, pitied our condition, told us to 
ask them for any thing we required^ and be- 
fore parting they gave us a lump of goor fllled 
with pistaches, a sweetmeat they are them- 
selves fond of. 

16iA. — Halted. They tell us we are here 
only thirty miles from Jellalabad. It being 
Sunday, we read prayers from a Bible hnd 
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Prayer Book that were picked up on the field ' 
at Bhoodkhak. The service was scarcely fin- 
ished when a clannish row commenced. 
Some tribes from a neighbouring fort who 
had a blood feud with the chiefs with us came 
against the fort : a few juzails were fired; 
there was great talking and noise 5 and then 
it was all over. 

ilth. — Early in the morning we were or- 
dered to prepare to go higher up the valley. 
Thus all hopes (faint as they were) of going 
toJellalabad wereannihilated; and we plainly 
saw that, whatever might be said, we were 
virtually prisoners, until such time as Sale 
shall evacuate Jellalabad, or the Dost be per- 
mitted by our government to return to this 
country. 

We had a little hail this morning; and 
shortly after, at about nine o'clock, we start- 
ed, and travelled along the valley, which was 
a continuation of forts, until we arrived at 
Buddeeabad (about eight or nine mites) : it 
is situated almost at the top of the valley, 
and close to the first range of hills towards 

. Six rooms, forming two sides of an inner 
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square or citadel, are appropriated to us; 
and a tykhana to the soldiers. This fort is 
the largest in the valley, and is quite new; it 
belongs to Mahommed Shah Khan : it has a 
deep ditch and a fausse-braye all round. The 
walls of mud are not very thick, and are built 
up with planks in tiers on the inside. The 
buildings we occupy are those intended for 
the chief and his favourite wife; those for 
three other wives are in the outer court, and 
have not yet been roofed in. We number 9 
ladies, 20 gentlemen, and 14 children. In 
the tykhana are 17 European soldiers, 2 Eu- 
ropean women, and 1 child (Mrs. Wade, 
Mrs. Burnes, and little Stoker). 

Mahommed Akbar Khan, to our horror, 
has informed us that only one man of our 
force has succeeded in reaching Jellalabad 
(Dr. Brydon of the Shah's force: he was 
wounded in two places). Thus is verified 
what we were told before leaving Cabul; 
" that Mahommed Akbar would annihilate 
the whole army, except one man, who should 
reach Jjellelabad to tell the tale. " 

Dost Mahommed Khan (the brother of Ma- 
hommed Shah Khau) is to have charge of us. 

7. 

t 
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Our parties were divided into the different 
rooms. Lady Macnaghten, Capt. and Mrs* 
Anderson and 2 children, Capt. and Mrs.* 
Boyd and 2 children, Mrs. Mainwaring and 4 
child, with Lieut* and Mrs. Eyre and 1 child, 
and a European girl, Hester Macdonald, 
were in one room ; that adjoining was 
appropriated for their servants and baggage. 
Capt. Mackenzie and his Madras Christian 
servant Jacob, Mr. and Mrs. Ryley and 2 chil- 
dren, and M. Fallon, a writer in Capt* 
Johnson's office, occupied another. Mr6. Tre- 
vor and her 7 children and European servant, 
Mi s. Smith, Lieut, and JVIrs. Waller and child, 
Mrs. Sturt, Mr. Mein and I had another. In 
two others all the rest of the gentlemen were 
crammed. 

It did not take us much time to arrange 
our property ; consisting of one mattress and 
resai between us, and no clothes except 
those we had on, and in which We left 
Cabul. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan, Sultan Jan, and 
Ghoolam Moyen-oo-deen visited us. The 
Sirdar assured me we were none of us pri- 
soners; requested that we would make our* 
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selves as comfortable as circumstances would 
admit of; and told us that as soon as the roads 
were safe we should be safely escorted to 
Jellalabad. He further informed me that I 
might write to Sale-, and that any letters I sent 
to him he would forward. Of this permission 
I gladly took advantage to write a few guarded 
lines to say that we were well and safe. 

i9th.— We luxuriated in dressing, although 
we had no clothes but those on ottr backs; 
but we enjoyed washing our faces very much, 
having had but one opportunity of doing so 
before, since we left Cabul. It was rather a 
painfol process, as the cold and glare of the 
sun on the snow had three times peeled my 
face, from which the skin came off in strips. 

We had a grand breakfast, dhall and rad- 
ishes ; the latter large hot ones that had gone 
to seed, the former is a common pulse eaten 
by the natives : but any change was good, as 
we find our chupatties made of the coarse ot* 
tab anything but nice. Ottah is what in 
England is called pollard ; and has to be twice 
sifted ere it becomes flour. The chupatties 
are cakes formed of this ottah mixed with wa- 
ter; and dried by standing by the fire set up 
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. on edge. Eating these cakes of dough is a 
capital recipe to obtain the heartburn. We 
parch rice and barley, and make from them a 
substitute for coffee. Two sheep (alias lambs) 
are killed daily 5 and a regular portion of rice 
and ottah given for all. The Affghans cook ; 
and well may we exclaim with Goldsmith, 
"God sends meat, but the devil sends cooks 
for we only get some greasy skin and bones 
served out as they are cooked , boiled in the 
same pot with the rice, all in a lump. Capt. 
Lawrence divides it ; and portions our food 
as justly as he can. The chupatty is at once 
the plate and bread : few possess other dinner- 
table implements than their fingers. The 
rice even is rendered nauseous by having 
quantities of rancid ghee poured over it, 
such as in India we should have disdained to 
use for our lamps. 

21s*. — The weather cleared up at noon. 
Major Pottinger is said to have received in- 
formation that Zeman Shah Khan and all the 
Dooranees have surrendered to Shah Shoo- 
jah ; and that his Majesty was at the bottom 
of the whole affair to turn us <^it of Affghan^ 
istan. 



* 
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22nd.— I heard from Sale, dated the 49th. 
Our force can hold out at Jellalabad for six 
• months. It is calculated that Col. Wylde 
must be at Jellalabad to-day with 50U0 men. 
Gen. Pollock is coming with an army across 
the Punjab. 

We hear that Mahommed Akbar has been 
offered the Sirdar-i-sirdaranee ; but has re- 
fused it. He is said to be gone, or going, to 
the Khyber. 

23rd, Sunday. — After prayers Mahommed 
Akbar Khan and Sultan Jan paid us a visit : 
the latter took charge of a letter from me for 
Sale. He told me that Abdool Guffoor Khan 
says that Sale is quite well. 

They say that Shah Shoojah demanded Co- 
nolly and three other hostages to be given up 
to him to put them to death; but Zeman Shah 
Khan refused. 

2ith. — A day or twovago the Sirdar sent 
some chintz to be divided amongst us. X se- 
cond quantity was to-day given out ; and we 
are working hard that we may enjoy the 
luxury of getting on a clean suit of clothes. 
There are very few of us that are not covered 
with crawlers; and, although my daughter 
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and I have as yet escaped, we are in fear and 
trembling. 

It is now said that Ihe General gave Andef* 
son's horse permission to go over to the 
enemy*, a circumstance that does not at all 
agree with his conduct on the day following 
our takihg protection ; when he wished for 
Anderson's return lest the men should desert. 

Dost Mahommed Khan took Mrs. Trevor's 
boys and some of the gentlemen out walking 
in the sugar-cane lields near the fort, which 
they enjoyed very much. 

25*/t.-^The Sirdar sent eight pieces of long 
cloth to be divided amongst us. I fancy he 
is generous at little cost; and that it is all a 
part of the plunder of our camp. He is said 
to have received letters from the Khyber 
stating that our force has been defeated there; 
two guns taken, and some treasure : and 
that Mackeson is shut up in Ali Musjid with 
SOOmen. 

26*/i.— As soon as the Bukhraeed is over, 
Shah Shoojah is to send 4000 men, and all the 
guns we left in Cabul, against Jellalabad. 
A Mussulman force is also now at Balabagh. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan has had a private 



Digitized by 



THE CAPTIVITY. 83 

eonferejtfe with Major Pottinger; of which no 
account has transpired. We had two shocks 
of earthquake at night. 

27//*.— \ report that Sale has made another 
sally, and has taken a number of prisoners, 
I heard from him to day : he has sent me my 
chest of drawers, with clothes, etc. : thpy were 
all permitted to come to me unexamined, 
I had also an opportunity of writing to him 
by Abdool Guffoor Khan, who brough them 
to me. I was rejoiced to see any one I had 
known before; and especially one who was 
well inclined towards the English, though 
nominally on the side of Akbar. 

1th.— The irregular cavalry have had their 
horses and everything taken away from them; 
and have been turned adrift. I wrote to Sale, 
but my note did not go. 

5th. — My note to Sale was sent to-day. 
I got another from him dated the 29th, and 
replied to it. 

9th. — We hear that all our horses are to be 
taken away ; as also our servants. Rain to- 
day, as if the clouds wept lor our misfor- 
tunes. 

iOth. — I received boxes from Sale, with* 
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many useful things; and also books, which 
are a great treat to us. I wrote to him, but 
fear my letter will not reach him, as all notes 
that came for us were kept back by the Sir- 
dar; who is very angry, having detected a 
private cossid between Capt. Macgregor and 
Major Pottinger : if we behave ill again, the 
Sirdar says, woe will betide us. Abdool 
GufToor again came to see us ; and I had again 
the comfort to hear that Sale was well. We 
had rain to-day. Major Griffiths arrived, with 

Mr. Blewitt. 

Major Griffiths tells me, that on the morn- 
ing of the 13th, at daylight, the miserable 
remains of the force, reduced to about 100 
Europeans of all ranks, including 20 officers, 
worn out with fatigue and hunger, and en- 
cumbered with very many wounded, some 
on horseback and some on foot, were, when 
within four miles of the bridge of Gundamuk, 
surrounded by a considerable number of the 
enemy both horse and foot. They had only 
thirty-five muskets and but little ammunition 
remaining; finding it impossible to proceed 
further, a position was taken upon a hill to 
the left of the road; and a parley opened with 
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the enemy by means of waving a white cloth. 
This produced a cessation of the firing; and 
brought four or five men up to ascertain the 
cause. It was unanimously agreed that he 
(Major Griffiths), as senior officer of the party, 
should go lo the chief, and endeavour to make 
some terms for the peaceful march of the 
party to Jellalabad. He accordingly went, 
accompanied by Mr. Blewitt as interpreter, 
escorted by one or two of the enemy. On 
reaching the chief, they were hurried olF 
without his giving them the opportunity of 
making any proposal. The last sight Major 
Griffiths had of the party he had left, they 
appeared to be engaged in hostilities with the 
Attghans, whose numbers had gradually in- 
creased. He afterwards understood that the 
waving of a loonghee is considered by them 
as an act of unconditional surrender; and as 
our party would not give up their arms, the 
Attghans resorted to force ; but were driven 
oil' the hill for the lime. The few natives 
who had accompanied us so far did not go up 
the hill; but kept the road, and were seen to 
be plundered by the enemy. This he was 
afterwards told by Capt. Souter; who was 

8 
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brought to the village of Tootoo some hours 
after Major Griffiths was taken there. This 
village was between two and three miles to 
the right of the scene of action. The same 
evening Major Griffiths and Mr. Blewitt were 
taken to the Khan's fort, four or five miles 
further on the hills; where they found three 
or four European soldiers, who had escaped 
from the slaughter, wounded and taken pri- 
soner^ Some days after (ive more Euro- 
peans were brought in, who had proceeded 
inadvaneeofour party. Major Gritlitjisopened 
a communication with Jellalabad; and was 
in great hopes of effecting the release of the 
prisoners on ransom : but, owing to the 
jealously and suspicion of the Khan Ghobam 
Jan Lzbezee, in whose power they were, no- 
thing could be arranged. At last, after twenty 
days' confinement, he allowed one of their 
parly, Serg.rMajor Lisson, 37th N. I., to 
proceed to Jellalabad, and endeavour to ex- 
plain matters. The party in all consisted of 
ten : two of these died, and Capt. Souter was 
left wounded at Tootoo. 

The man who accompanied the Sergeant- 
Major returned the third day, and told them 
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all was right. He wad understood to have 
received 500 rupees as the ransom of tha 
Sergeant-Major, who remained at Jellalabad* 
The party had strong hopes of liberation : but 
unfortunately the Sirdar, Mahommed Akbar 
Khan, heard of their being prisoners and sent 
to demand them. Afler some hesitation it 
was agreed to ; and they were marched off to 
Charbagh to the Sirdar, and from thence to 
Buddeeabad. 

Major Griffiths was severely wounded in the 
right arm on the 8th of January, just at the 
entrance of the Khoord Cabul pass ; and, 
from want of dressing, the wound had 
become very painful the day he \>as taken 
prisoner. 

Hilt — Rain. We hear that the force under 
Col. Wylde have fallen back on Peshawer; 
that Gen. Avitabile, the Sikh General with 
them, has been obliged to retreat to Atlock. 

I had again an opportunity, and wrote to 
Sale. 

To-day all arms have been taken from the 
officers, on a promise that they shall be restored 
when we go away. I took poor Start's sword 
myself and begged that the Sirdar would keep 
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it himself; that we might be sure of its resto- 
ration, as being invaluable to his widow. 
Dost Mahommed Khan, Abdool Guffoor Khan, 
etc., desired me to keep it myself; acting in 
the handsomest manner, and evincing much 
feeling on the occasion. 

12th.— The snow at Tezeen is reported to 
be knee-deep. A very dismal day, with 
gentle rain at night. The Europeans, who 
have arrived, are all full of tales regarding 
each individual's escape. Six of them, 
amongst whom was Serg.-MajorLisson, of the 
37th N. I., at daylight on the morning after 
the final struggle atGundamuk, found them- 
selves about a mile and half on the Jellalabad 
side of Gundamuk; and perceiving some 
Ghilzyes coming over the edge of a hill, they 
betook themselves to a cave in the neighbour- 
hood, where they contrived to conceal them- 
selves until about 11 a. m. ; when their retreat 
was betrayed by the neighing of a horse 
belonging to one of the men, which caused 
them to be discovered by a party of the enemy 
who were passing near the mouth of the cave. 
These men came up, and told them to come 
outside j which they refused to do: the 
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Ghilzyes then offered them bread, provided 
they would pay for it; and they thus pro- 
cured three nans for forty-six rupees! The 
enemy then again ordered them to come out 
of the cave; and they replied, " In the 
evening, when it gets dusk, we will come 
outside." They were watched till then ; and 
at that time gave themselves up. They were 
immediately rifled of all the money, etc. they 
possessed ; and then taken to a fort in the 
neighbourhood, and afterwards transferred to 
another, where they found Major Griffiths; 
and from whence Lisson was despatched to 
Jellalabad, to treat for terms of ransom, as 
before mentioned. 

iSth. — A fine day. Not content with the 
arms given up, they pretend our servants have 
others, and a general search took place to-day ; 
when all the poor wretches were fleeced of 
the few rupees they had succeeded in securing 
on their persons. 

Mth. — This is the day that Mahommed 
Akbar Khan is to go over the river towards 
Jellalabad to attack it. The 43th sent a 
quantity of clothes for distribution amongst 
the gentlemen. I received a large packet of 

8. 
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letters, both from my family in the provinces, 
and also from England, but no note from Sale; 
so the Sirdar is still angry about the private 
correspondence. Itwasavery foolish altempt, 
for there was no news of consequence to send ; 
and rousing the Sirdar's suspicion is not the 
way to make him kind to us. 

I5f/j. — Firing of heavy guns distinctly heard 
to-day ; supposed to be a salute at Jellalabad. 
Shah Shoojah is said to be still in the Bala 
Hissar; and Zeman Shah Khan with Ame- 
noollah Khan in the city. They are said to 
be raising a force to be sent by the former 
against Jellalabad; which force is to be com- 
manded by his son Futteh Jung. To-day we 
hear that our horses are not to be taken away 
from us; and every thing is to be done to 
make us comfortable. There is an old adage, 
that " Fair words butter no parsnips." 

17//i. — The ground was covered with snow 
at daybreak; which continued to fall all day, 
and also at night. At breakfast-time we dis- 
tinctly heard the report from three guns; and 
about half an hour afterwards three or four 
heavy discharges of musketry. 

IStli. — Dost Mahommed Khan came with 
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his son ; the family have all arrived at a neigh- 
bouring fort in this valley. There is a report 
that Sale has chupaoed Mahommed Akbar 
Khan's camp at Charbagh, and cut up fifty of 
his men. 

— I heard from Sale* A friend writes 
me that ihere will be no relief before April. 
At noon I was on the top of the house; when 
an awful earthquake took place. I had gone 
up slairs to see after my clothes ; for, servants 
being scarce, we get a sweeper, who also acts 
as saces, to wash for us ; and I hang them Up 
to dry on the flat roof : we dispense with 
starch and ironing ; and in our present situa*- 
tion we must learn lo do every thing that is 
useful. But lo return to the earthquake. 
For some time I balanced myself as well as 
I could; till I felt the roof was giving Way. 
I fortunately succeeded in removing from my 
position before the roof of our room fell in 
with a dreadful crash. The roof of the stairs 
fell in as I descended them ; but did me ho 
injury. All my anxiety was for Mrs. Sturt 5 
but I could only sec a heap of rubbish. I 
was nearly bewildered, when I heard the 
joyful sound, ".Lady Sale, come here, all are 
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safe ; " and I found the whole party uninjured 
in the courtyard. When the earthquake first 
commenced in the hills in the upper part of 
the \alley, its progress was clearly defined, 
coming down the valley, and throwing up 
dust, like the action of exploding a mine. — 
I hope a soldier's wife may use a soldier's 
simile ; for I know of nothing else to liken it to. 
Our walls, and gateways, and corner lowers, 
are all much shaken, or actually thrown- 
down. We had at least twenty-five shocks 
before dark; and about fifteen more during 
the night, which we spent in the courtyard. 
The end wall of the room Lady Macnaghten 
and party were in has sunk about two feet, 
and all the beams have started. 

20th. — I wrote to Sale, to tell him we were 
all safe. At 3 in the morning we had a 
pretty smart shock; and constant ones, 
some severe, and many very slight, on an 
average every half hour all day, and five or 
six slight ones at night. The gentlemen gave 
up their largest room to my party, who were 
utterly roofless. Nearly all the others slept 
outside : but we had only one crack in the 

roof of our room, caused by part of the wall 
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falling on it. The cold outside was intense ; 
and the dew completely saturated the bed 
• clothes last night : added to which, should 
the buildings come down, we were safer 
above, for the yard was so crammed that, jn 
case of accident, half the people below must 
be crushed. 

24s*. — At 1 in the morning a sharp shock 

made us run to the door. We had numerous 

• .- • 

slight, and three or four pretty good shocks : 
they became more frequent in the evening. , 
Part of our party made awnings in the court- 
yard to sleep under ; but Mrs. Sturt and my- 
self still preferred the house as safest. 

Dost Mahommed Khan brought workmen 
to clear away the debris. He tells us our fort 
is the best of forty that have suffered in this 
valley; and that many are entirely thrown 
down. In one, a tower fell, and crushed five 
women and a man : others have not a wall 
remaining. 

We have various reports regarding Jellala- 
bad; — that it has been taken, that the walls 
and all the defences are thrown down, etc. 

Dost Mahommed says that a man was sent 
as a spy to Jellalabad : that Macgregor sent 
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for him ; and, with Sale, took the man round 
to show him the state of the place : that two 
bastions had sunk a little; but that they were 
not only able to withstand Mahommed Akbar, 
but, if he came against them, they would 
meet him in the plain. It is said that Ma- 
hommed Akbar intends sending Gen. Elphin- 
stone away if he can get a palkee. Lady 
Macnaghten has requested she may go with 
him ; being, she says, differently circum- 
stanced from the rest, who have most of them 
their husbands with them. Not even an ani- 
mal's life was lost in our earthquake (I- mean 
at our fori). Lady M cat was buried in the 
ruins, and dug out again. 

22tf. — My wounds are quite healed. We 
had earthquakes day and night ; less severe, 
but equally frequent. A prop was put up 
in our room to support the broken roof. We 
experienced a curious shock in the evening 
like a heavy ball rolled over our heads. Some 
large pieces of hills have fallen, and immense 
masses of stone. I miss some large upright- 
stones on the hills that divide us from Kaiflr- 
istan, and that looked in the distance like 
large obelisks. . 
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23d.-^-This has been a very close and gloo- 
my day; earthquakes frequent, and some- 
very sharp ones. We hear that, at Charbagh, 
420 Alfghans, and 20 Ilindostanees were 
buried in the ruins. 

Capt. Bygrave arrived, with one of his feet 
severely frostbitten : we were all rejoiced to 
see him, having long supposed he had shared 
the fate of the many. On the 12th of Ja- 
nuary, perceiving that our army was utterly 
annihilated, he left the road at midnight, 
turned to the left, and took to the mountains; 
where he was out seven days and six nights. 
During a part of this lime he was accompanied 
by Mr. Baness, the merchant from Delhi, who 
had with him a small bag containing coffee : 
on this they subsisted, taking each about six 
grains a day. When this was spent Baness 
proceeded on ; and we afterwards heard that 
he got to Jellalabad, but so worn out with fa- 
tigue that he only arrived to die. Capt. By- 
grave suffered greatly from having his feet 
frostbitten : he however contrived at day- 
light in the morning of the 49lh to reach 
Nizam Khan's village, called Kulch Soorkhab, 
about four miles north of Gundamuk, and 
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twenty-eight from Jellalabad. Here he re- 
mained (plundered of course of what little 
money he had about him) until the 14th of 
February ; when he was sent for to the Indian 
camp, then about six miles from Jellalabad. 
He had been demanded some days previously ; 
but Nizam Khan refused to give him up until 
the arrival of the second messenger, accom- 
panied by two mounted followers, when he 
was obliged to comply. Bygrave reached the 
Sirdar s camp in the afternoon of the 15th, 
and remained there with him till the 21st, on 
which day he started for Buddeeabad ; and 
has, as before remarked, this day joined the 
other prisoners. . 

24r/i,— Very few shocks, and those gentle 
ones : but all last night, and great part of to- 
day, particularly late in the evening, there 
was a tremulous motion as of a ship that has 
been heavily struck by a sea, generally feel- 
ing as if on the larboard quarter, and accom- 
panied by a sound of water breaking against a 
vessel. At other times we have just the un- 
dulatory motion of a snake in the water : but 
the most uncommon sensation we have expe- 
rienced has been that of a heavy ball rolling 
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over our heads, as if on the roof of our indivi- 
dual room, accompanied by the sound of dis- 
tant thunder. 

Abdool Ghyas Khan came to Buddeeabad. 
The report is, that Sultan Jan was sent the 
day before yesterday with 1000 men to make 
a false attack on Jellalabad ; in which, on re- 
• treating, he lost three men. Yesterday he 
was sent to repeat the experiment, an am- 
buscade being planted by Mahommed Akbar's 
order ; and it is said that our troops were led 
on to the spot in pursuit of the fugitives ; and 
that the enemy lying in ambush attacked them, 
and cut up a whole regiment, of which only 
three men escaped to tell the tale at Jellala- 
bad. 

General Pollock with 5000 men is said to 
have arrived at Peshawer, as commander of 
the forces in AfFghanistan, and with full po- 
litical power. The news came from a mer- 
chant, who has just arrived from Peshawer. 

25lft. — The earth is still unquiet, constant- 
ly trembling, with reports like explosions of 
gun-powder, but no severe shocks. 

We hear that the camp followers we passed 

on the road are eating the bodies of those that 

9 
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die : eventually they must take their turn; 
for frostbitten as they are, they never cap 
leave the places we saw them at. . 

27*/*.— A man has arrived who confirms 
the report of a fight, four days ago, at Jellala- 
bad : and says four of the 13th are killed, atfd 
four taken prisoners; but they dp not know 
whether they are officers or men. Sultan Jan' 
is said to have had a narrow escape, all his 
men having been cut up. 

Earthquakes very frequent, but not severe, 
though worse than yesterday. The Ameer 
Dost Mahommed is reported to be on his way 
up from the provinces with the army j others 
say he has escaped from Ferozepore. 

28th. — In consequence of a message from 
the Sirdar, our guards are doubled. The 
Mirza Bowadeen Khan is to go to him to-mor- 
row. It is said 8000 men are coming from 
Cabul. A smart shock of an earthquake 
about 9 o'clock in the evening; and during 
the night several slight ones. . • 

March UU — The Mirza went to the Sirdar. 
Nothing had transpired. A smart double ' 
shock in the morning, with slight tremulous 
motion. 
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3rd and ith. — Earthquakes as usual. To- 
day every servant that is frostbitten or un- 
able to work has been turned out of the fort: 
* 

they were stripped first of all they possessed. 
I received two notes from Sale, dated the Hth 
and 16th. 

5*/i.— At 3 a. m. turned out of bed by a 
smart shock of an earthquake. Three conti- 
nuous ones at breakfast-time. Futteh Jung 
is reported to be at Tighree. 

8fft. — A ielter arrived from Mahommed 
Akbar Khan; stating that the King has written 
to desire that the force at Jellalabad may be 
withdrawn, and that Futteh Jung is on his 
way down with 8000 men. It is stated that 
Macgregor has refused to receive the King's 
messenger; and that our force have arrived at 
Jumrood. 

9th.— Several slight shocks at night; after 
which, great screaming and alarm. Husnoo, 
a sweeper, being a disappointed man, attempt- 
ed to strangle Rookeria, a woman of the 
same cast. The gentlemen searched every 
corner ; and the delinquent had to jump down 
the wall ; in doing which he seriously in- 
jured his back. There w&s no other mode of 
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escape, as we are always locked into the square 
at night. 

iOth. — The Affghans gave Mr. Husnoo a 
desperate flogging; and had it not been for 
the officers, wouid have hanged him after- 
wards : he was, however, stripped, and turned 
out of the fort. 

iith. — DostMahommed Khan came. Khoda 
Bukeh, the half-brother of Mahommed Shah, 
has, we are told, left the Sirdar, whose 
party is breaking up; and he is supposed to 
be trying to get Major Pottinger to make some 
terms for him with Macgregor, and for him 
to join the English against the King. Col. 
Palmer has sent down to Macgregor the 
terms on which he will surrender at Ghuz- 
nee; but Macgregor refuses to ratify them; 
and has forwarded them to Gen. Pollock, 
. through the Sirdar, .who has sent them 
here to Pottinger. Meantime the garrison at 
Ghuznee are to be provisioned by the chiefs. 
Dost Mahommed says that the King has writ- 
ten to Macgregor to vacate Jellalabad ; and at 
the same time sent, by the bearer of the letter 
a verbal communication not to do so. The 
messenger had a long conversation with Mac- 
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gregor, and then started sharp for Cabul, pass- 
ing Mahommed Akbar Khan's camp at night; 
who, on his part, was expecting to catch 
him in the morning, and possess himself of 
the letters. 

The Mirza Bowadeen Khan is getting a 
paper signed by us all, to say he has treated 
us well : from whence we suspect he thinks 
• our party will eventually gain the ascendant. 
• The Sirdar sent to Lady Macnaghten to 
say that if she did not require the services 
of three Hindostanee saceses that are in 
another fort, he will send them, with the 
Resallali, to Peshawer on rafts, the day after 
to-morrow : a demonstration of civility 
without meaning. The saceses are useless 
at a distance; and she does not require 
grooms for the . horses that have been taken 
from her, either by him or Mahommed Shah 
Khan. 

i3th.— Earthquakes as usual. There has 
been a fight at Jellalabad. A party were 
sent out to mine : Sale, having intelligence 
of their intention , planted an ambush The 
enemy were first attacked from the fort; 
and when they fled, they fell into the am- 

9. 
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buscade, "and were cut to pieces. Numbers 
of wounded Affghans have come into this 
and the neighbouring forts. 

\ 4th.— Earthquakes in plenty. Mrs. Boyd 
was confined early this morning; adding 
another to our list of female captives. In 
the evening Affghans came in with many 
reports; confirming the account that there 
have been three fights, in which the Affghans 
have been worsted ; that after the last battle 
Mahommed Akbar Khan in his retreat was 
fired at by an Affghan , and wounded in the 
body and arms. 

The Affghans tell two tales : one , that 
Shah Shoojah had bribed a man wilh a lakh 
of rupees to assassinate Akbar ; the other , 
that Capt. Macgregor gave Abdool Guffoor 
•Khan (Akbar's cousin) the same sum to 
procure the like effect; and that Abdool and 
all his family have been put to death. 

They say that Mahommed Akbar Khan 
chafes like a lion taken in the toils , with his 
three wounds, — for he was previously 
wounded in the thigh. He allowed no one 
but Mahommed Shah Khan , to enter his 
tent. 
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151*.— I was made very anxious by a report 
that Jellalabad had been taken : it proved to 
be a piece of wit, to impose on those who 
Were eager for news. The Mirza, as soon as 
he heard of it, left his tent to come and 
assure me that it was false, and to request 
I would not make myself unhappy about it. 

Of authentic accounts the last are, that 
there was a burj between the Sirdars camp 
and Jellalabad , which Mahommed Akbar 
wished to establish as an outpost, and 
intended taking possession of. " Fighting 
Bob" (as Sale is called), having got intel- 
ligence of their intentions, sent a party of 
sappers and miners with supports during the 
night, who destroyed the work and returned; 
and on the Sirdar's parly's arrival, they 
found their intended post annihilated. 

Further accounts regarding the Sirdars 
Wound state, that it was purely accidental. 
A favourite Pesh Khedmut, who had accom- 
panied Mahommed Akbar Khan to Bokhara, 
and had been with him in all his changes of 
fortune, was assisting him to dismount from 
his horse, when some part of his dress 
Catching upon his fire-arms, they went off, 
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and the Sirdar was wounded through the 
arm and lungs. One account states, that 
the unfortunate man was instantly cut to 
pieces; another^ that he was burnt alive; 
and that to the last he took his oath on 
the Koran that the act was an accident. 
There is nothing too brutal or savage for 
Akbar to accomplish : he is known to have 
had a man flayed alive in his presence, com- 
mencing at the feet, and continuing upwards 
until the sufferer was relieved by death. 

The Mirza has sent for nalbunds to shoe 
our horses; and there seems to be an idea 
that we shall not long remain here. We 
have lately made ourselves more comfortable : 
• a temporay shed or two, composed of mats, 
have been erected since the great earthquake 
for the accommodation of those who were 
turned out of their rooms at that time , all 
of course at their own expense. We have 
also got stools to sit upon, and charpoys 
instead of lying on the ground; and a 
cujava, with boards nailed on it, serves me 
for a table — a decided luxury , there being 
but one other here. Mirza, in this man's 
case , denominates a secretary : he is a kind 
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of under-jailor (Dost Mahommed Khan being 
the principal one), who issues out our allow- 
ance of food: to some he is civil, and has 
been so to me : to some very rude ; and has 
even drawn his knife on one of the officers. 

iSth.— We had two slight shakes, with 
reports like distant guns or thunder in the 
morning; and another during prayers at 
night. The Mirza Bowadeen Khan is to leave 
us the day after to-morrow. The servants 
have a report that there have been several 
engagements , in which Sale has been victo- 
rious ; that the Sirdar is wounded in two 
places; and that the married people are all to 
be sent to Jellalabad , and the bachelors to 
Cabul. 

19r/i. — No earthquake to-day. The Mirza 
is ordered off; and the Nazir of Mahommed 
Shah Khan is come in his place : that is, he 
is to be our sub-jailor, Dost Mahommed Khan 
being the principal one, and answerable for 
our safe custody to Mahommed Shah Khan, 
his brother, who rules all Mahommed Akbar 
Khan's councils. 

. The Nazir begins well : says the Mirza 

cheated us of our allowance ; that two sheep 
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and twenty fowls are to be distributed daily, 
oneseer of ottah, and one of rice toeach room, 
with ghee in proportion ; and that we are to 
have keshmish, sugar, and tea, monthly. 

It is further reported that the Sirdar never 
intended the servants to be sent away ; and 
that it was done by the Mirza in hopes of 
obtaining plunder. However, to do him 
justice, he sent to Capt. Lawrence, desiring 
him to make it known that the servant's money 
was unsafe; and that those who had any had 
better intrust it to the keeping of their masters. 
Now this he never would have done had he 
i n tended to fleece them . For myself I regret 
his going away ; as he was always very civil 
to me, getting me any little thing I required. 

20th.— During prayers (it being Sunday) 
about one o'clock we felt three distinct shocks. 

Numbers of cattle are being driven off 
towards the hills. The people are sending 
their families and property away from the 
villages. The Aflghans say that it is only the 
wandering Ghilzye tribes returning, as is their 
wont in the spring of the year, towards Cabul; 
having, as usual, wintered their flocks in the 
warmer climate of the Lugh man valley. 
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2i*t.— The no-roz, or vernal equinox. Mr. 
Melville brought us a bouquet of narcissuses, 
which we highly prized, for it is long since 
• we have seen even a blade of grass. 

The report of to-day is, that troops have 
at length arrived at Jellalabad; having lost 
iOOO out of 3000 men in forcing the Khyber 
pass. All the forts about this place are filling 
fast with wounded men of Akbar's army ; and 
skirmishes are said to take place daily at 
Jellalabad, in which we never hear of the 
Sirdar being victorious. 

A nalbund is come to this fort, and' is 
shoeing all our horses, we paying for the 
same. This looks like preparation fora move ; 
but we trust it will not be a precipitate flight 
to Khoolloom with Maliommed Akbar Khan, 
as we have heard it hinted. 

Mr. Clarke is stated to have arrived at Pesh- 
awer. He is an active political functionary, 
and just the man to set things to rights. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan sent 800 men to 
watch the proceedings at Jellalabad. Sale is 
said to have attacked them, and gut them to 
pieces. This is the Affghan report of to-day. 

23rf.— A report that the Sirdar is willing 
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to go over to the English ; but that Mahom- 
med Shah Kan is averse to the measure. 

Another report, that all the horses and 
ponies are sent for by the Sirdar, has caused 
a great commotion; which, however, has 
subsided, on the discovery that the Sirdar had 
sent to claim a blue horse he had lent Mr. 
Ryley on the march, which he requires for 
his artillery ; it was an iron grey. 

An earthquake early in the morning, and 
many slight ones at night. 

Mahommed Shah Khan's people are sound- 
ing us, to ascertain whether we shall be ran- 
• somed or not; talking of a lakh and half as 
our value : the General, Major Pottinger, and 
Capt. Lawrence to remain until we are in 
safety, and their rupees in hand. A council 
of officers was held at the General's regarding 
this same ransom business : which they refer 
to Macgregor. I protest against being im- 
plicated in any proceedings in which I have 
no vote. 

25th. — The Nazir says it was only a feeler, 
and it was a lakh and half each that Mahom- 
med Shah Khan required frpm us. Perhaps 
this is only a piece of AfTghan wit* 

« - . 
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26di.— Letters from Jellalabad. The 31st, 
and 9th Queen's, a regiment of Dragoons, two 
of Native Cavalry, eight of Infantry, three • 
eighteen-pounders, three nine-pounders, and 
six six-pounders, are expected there on the 
1st of April. Gerard has been wounded. 
Abbott hit by a spent ball : all well, thank 
God! 

This news is very different from what we 
heard this morning, which was that those left 
at Cabul and Ghuznee have been sent to 
Bokhara lo be sold as slaves; and that our turn 
would come next. 

The thermometer of our spirits has risen 
greatly. We hear from Jellalabad that all at 
Cabul are well, and that Ghuznee has been 
obliged to surrender; but that the officers are 
all well, safe, and taken care of, as we are 
here. 

Earthquakes in the usual number. 

21th. — Easter Sunday. I wrote to Sale. 
Four earthquakes before breakfast, and more 
at night. 

28*/*.— We hear from an Affghan, just 
come from Jellalabad, that two regiments 
have left Peshawer, and advanced two mar- 
lli 10 , 
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chcs; that Capt. Mackeson, political agent, 
has bought over the Khy berries; but that 
Gholab Sing, the Sheikh general, has claimed 
the honour of keeping the pass open 
for us. 

Wth. — An Affghan reports that our troops 
have arrived at Lallpoorah. A trifling earth- 
quake at sunset; the hills enveloped in clouds, 
which suddenly assumed a lurid hue, and 
one sharp clap of thunder much resembling a 
gun was heard; after which they cleared off. 
A little rain about 8 p. m. when it became 
very warm, and we experienced a very hot 
nigjit. 

30th. — Sultan Jan and Mahommed Shah 
Khan are (we hear) gone with 3000 men to 
oppose the troops coming up. This force 
might annoy ours very much in the Cholah 
Khyber, between Lallpoorah and Hazar-i- 
now. 

Another report is current to-day, that we 
are to be off on Sunday for Jellalabad. 

Heavy rain in the evening and at night, 
with rumblings and trifling shocks. 

3ist. — The weather has cleared up again. 
To-day's report is, that we go on Monday to 
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Tagow or Kafliristan. The people are be- 
coming very civil; ask if we will spare their 
lives, and are sending their women away. We 
tell them that all who behave well to us 
will have their property respected, and be 
well treated. 

They say that Sultan Jan is really gone with 
3000 men to the Cholah Khyber ; that our 
force coming up gives no quarter; that the 
Affghans sent spies in the guise of country 
people, with things to sell, to see what loot 
the Feringhees had. They report that not 
only the soldiers, but also the officers, are 
packed close in small palls, without beds, 
chairs, tables, or any thing but the clothes 
on their backs. 

April ist. — A famous hoax went round, 
that a letter had come from Macgregor, thai 
government were going to ransom us from 
% Mahommed Shah Khan for three lakhs of 
rupees, and that we were to leave Bud^ 
deeabad on Wednesday; that Sultan Jan 
had been defeated in the Khyber,' and 
that Mahommed Akbar Khan had fled to 
Cabul. 

Letters did actually arrive from Jellalabad 
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subsequently, with very conflicting accounts : 
Gen. Pollock not expected till the 16th. 

A report that Mahommed Akbar had with- 
drawn all his outposts, and hostilities had 
ceased; that Dost Mahommed had arrived at 
the Attock; and that as soon as he entered 
the country, all prisoners were to be set at 
large, and our force to quit the country, leav- 
ing the Ameer Dost Mahommed to prosecute 
his fortunes as best he may. 

Sale's letter gives no intelligence of a pub- 
lic nature; but as he proposes getting more 
shoes made to send to me, it does not look as 
if he expected us to leave this country soon. < 

3d. — A report that Macgregor has seized a 
flock of 200 sheep, twenty head of cattle, and 
twenty camels that were passing near Jella- 
labad ; that Mahommed Akbar Khan, who it 
seems cannot have withdrawn his outposts, 
sent to seize our yaboos when they went out 
to water, and planted a party for that pur- 
pose. Some of our people who went out 
early, saw them stealing along to their posi- 
tion, and immediately reported the circum- 
stance, when Sale planted an ambush of two 
companies, one of Europeans and one native. 
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They then sent out the animals as usual, and 
when the AfTghans pounced on their expected 
prey, they were attacked, and it is said 200 
of them were killed. 

— I wrote to Sale, but heard that the 
letter will not go till to-morrow. We are 
told that three chiefs at Jellalabad are sup- 
plying our army with grain, leaving it at the 
gate at night. 

6f/i.— The Nazir says that a brass six-poun- 
der has been brought in from the Khyberon 
a camel, and that it has killed two camels 
bringing it to the Sirdar's camp; also, that 
they have brought in thirty Europeans heads. 
Dost Mahommed Khan has returned from 
Cabul ; whither the Sirdar sent him on bu- 
siness : he reports that there is great commo- 
tion in Cabul ; and he has brought all Sultan 
Jan's family back with him for safety, to the 
Lughman valley. The gun above alluded to, 
is probably one taken at Ali Musjid ; and the 
Sirdar having brought it to his camp, induces t 
us to think that he has given up the idea of 
defending the Khyber. 

Poltinger gives it as his opinion, that we 

may probably remain here for six months. 

10. 
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The Nazir tells us thai the gun that has ai* 
rived has been a month on the road, and has 
killed six camels; that it is ihe.one taken at 
Jumroad three months ago, when our people 
were out foraging ; and that Zeman Khan has 
ordered Shah Shoojah to send a force down 
from Cabul. What they are going to do, and 
by whom the troops are to be headed, we 
know not ; but only that the report is that a 
force has started. The Nazir told Pottinger 
that the talk of our being ransomed at two 
lakhs was only a feeler, to see what we would 
offer ; that Mahommed Shah Khan would for 
that sum allow one gentleman to go to Pesha- 
wer to treat with our party there; but that 
Pottinger would be held answerable for his 
safe return. 

News has just arrived to the Nazir from the 
Kazanchey, who is wilh the Sirdar, that all 
the officers at Ghuzneeare killed except eight; 
that our troops at Khelat-i-Gilzye hold their 
ground, though they have been attacked se- 
veral times ; that the garrison of Kandahar 
have made frequent sallies, and scoured the 
country in every direction lor eight or ten 
miles 5 and that they have got in a number of 
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sheep and cattle : also, that an army is coming 
up from Shikarpore. 

further reports assure us that Shah Shoo- 
jah left Cabul to proceed to Begramee, 
where his lents were pitched ; but that he had * 
not got further than the Musjed, where John 
Hicks's tomb is, in front of the Bala Hissar 
gate, when he was cut down in his palkee by 
the son of Zeman Khan, and was immediately 
cut to pieces. 

Three Sirdars are said to have come in to- 
day ; but we know of a truth that the Af- 
ghans are burnishing up their arms and 
making bullets. , 

Our force is reported to have arrived at 
Jellalabad. Our guards are all on the alert. 
A report that Mahommed Akbar is killed; 
another that he has fled to Gundamuk. 

Our broken towers are manned, and thir- 
teen men added to our guard. 

8th — The first news this morning was, 
that Mahommed Shah Khan had been here 
during the night, and that he has removed 
his family from the valley. It is still reported 
that Mahommed Akbar Khan is dead. The 
Sirdar reproached the chiefs for having sup- 
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plied our garrison with provisions ; and the 
same night, Abdool Guffoor Khan, Abdool 
Rahim, and Aga Jan, went over to Macgregor 
with 4000 Affghan cavalry, and told him that 
the enemy were not prepared ; on which a 
chupao was made on Akbar's camp, with 
great slaughter. The three chiefs remained 
as hostages in Jellalabad, whilst their men 
went with our cavalry to chupao the camp. 
Akbar's horse was restive: and none of his 
people waited for him : his own artillery-men 
turned the guns against him in their flight ; 
and they left their camp standing, their arms, 
and every thing they possessed ; and ran for 
their lives. Mahommed Shah Khan has es- 
caped ; and Mahommed Akbar Khan is said to 
be within four kos of Buddeeabad. 

10th. — We were hurried from daybreak to 
get ready. Mahommed Shah Khan has taken 
away all Lady Macnaghten's jewels, to the 
value of above a lakh of rupees ; and her 
shawls, valued at between 30,000 and 40,000 
rupees. He desired to see my boxes; but 
did not take the trouble of examining -them : 
he, however, kgew that I arrived here with- 
out any baggage. He sent to inquire if we 
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had any valuables ; and, if so, we were to give 
them up at once. • " ■ * . 

The Mirza has returned : he, and the Nazir, 
promise to send a box, which I have no means 
of carrying, as also our servants, who are 
unable to go with us, to Jellalabad to Sale : 
however as they crammed the box into their 
own godown, I strongly suspect they mean 
to keep it themselves. My chest of drawers 
they took possession of with great glee— I 
left some rubbish in them, and some small 
bottles, that were useless to me. I hope the 
AfTghans will try their contents as medicine, 
and find them efficacious : one bottle contained 
• nitric acid, another a strong solution of lunar 
caustic! 

We did not start till past noon, and then 
did not take the road we expected, leading to 
Tighree ; but an upper one to the right, and 
were told we were going to Tagow. We had 
a great number of detentions from the camels 
that carried the kujavas ; the General's broke 
down; so did Mrs. Sturt's; the General was 
laid on the ground until another could be 
brought for him; and Mr. Melville gave his 
horse to my daughter. Here the Mirza pro- 
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fessed to be very kind and attentive : he took 
a chogah lined with valuable fur, which 
was particularly prized by Mrs. Sturt, as 
being her husband's; also his sword; 
and said he would carry them for her when 
she was obliged to ride ; but he quite forgot 
to return them, which caused much an- 
noyance to us; and proved that the Mirza, 
despite his fair speeches, took care not to lose 
an opportunity of enriching himself at our 
expence. 

We had not proceeded far when we met 
some horsemen shouting Kalus shud, and we 
were ordered to turn round : then we heard 
that our troops had been beat in the Khyber, 
and had lost ten guns. The next report was, 
that our troops had penetrated into the Lugh- 
man valley ; another, that Jellalabad was taken. 
We went back; and found that the mat 
houses, and other little comforts we had put 
up, were mostly demolished; our seraps of 
setringees taken away, as also our mats, etc.: 
but the soldiers were very civil to us : one 
brought back my charpoy, and busied him- 
self in stringing it for me ; another brought 
me a chiragh; and a soldier s wife brought 
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Mrs. Sturt and me each a stool to sit on. 
These little kindnesses make a deep impres- 
• sion at such times. 

We were told not to u npack ; and to be ready 
to start, if requisite, in the nighf;. 

A servant who refused to march with us 
was all activity on our return : he ran here 
and there, took our horses, and then, best of 
all, bought some fovyls and cooked them 
for us. , 

We had been cooped up so long without 
any exercise, that we were quite ready for 
and enjoyed our dinner after the Vide. 

Hth. — Wegot an early breakfast ; and soon 
after started again; leaving the soldiers, two 
European women (Mrs. Wade and Mrs. Bur- 
nes), and the child Seymour Stoker, with all 
the maimed servants, and those that would 
not go with us. The women and child cer- 
tainly ought to have accompanied us. 

We went to Ali Kund, a rather long march , 
and found the Sirdar there, seated in his 
nalkee, and looking very ill. He was par- 
ticular in bowing to us all, making every 
■ demonstration of civility. 

Three tents were pitched for us on a pretty 
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and green spot. The valley was beautiful 
under cultivation; and to us doubly so, from 
our not having seen a blade of grass for so • 
long a tima. 

The field pea was in blossom ; several sorts 
of. cranesbill, gentian, forget-me-not, cam- 
pions, etc. 

Having taken the precaution to have some 
fowls roasted over night, we got a good meal; 
and we design, whenever we march, and can 
procure them, to do the same. 

As we marched through the valley, we saw 
the effects of the late earthquake : not a fort 
was entire; very few habitable; and most of 
them masses of ruins. 

Sultan Jan arrived this evening from the 
Kbyber. Truly, the Persian expression of a 
man's face being blackened is true : he looks 
very black upon his late defeat in the Khyber; 
and has returned with 50, all that remain to 
him of 500 men he took there. I had no 
idea, before our captivity, that people could 
become so changed by sunburn ; the Euro- 
peans looking like the Affghans, and the 
AiTghans as dark as Hindostanees. 

12fA.— Set out at eight a. m., and arrived 
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at our ground at five p. m.; a very long march 
over a sterile country. We only twice met 
with water, which was very shallow, and so 
sandy that our horses would not drink it. 
We did not see a vestige of a habitation, nor 
any cultivation. 

We left the Adanek Beeduck pass to our 
left ; and travelled up and down a number of 
very difficult mountain passes. Mahommed 
Akbar Khan passed us; bowed, and smiled — 
"He can smile, and smile, and be a villain. " 
I shook hands with Moyenoodeen, who is also 
arrived from the Khyber. He looks what is 
vulgarly called down in the mouth. He ap- 
peared afraid of acknowledging his acquain- 
tance with me; and stealthily came to inquire 
if my wound was well. He was with Sale in 
the Kohistan; and then, and still, professes 
to be his friend, and the friend of the English 
in general. 

43*/*— Made a march of about twelve miles; 
the country sterile and rocky ; the road rather 
better than yesterday ; only one very awkward 
ascent, when all the ladies got out of their 
kujavas. I always ride; and have my own 
saddle : but some of the ladies are obliged to 

11 
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fide gentleman fashion, sitting on their bed- 
dings instead of saddles. 

The road was mostly up and downhill. 
We passed two small forts, with patches of 
cultivation near them, not far from our en- 
camping ground. We found it very hot in 
our tent. This teat is one division of a com- 
mon Sipahee's pal|. We have taken up our 
places; and always retain them. Our party 
consists of Mrs. Trevor and five of her chil- 
dren, and Mrs. Sturt and myself, on one 
side; on the other Mrs. Boyd and her 
three children, Lady Macnaghten, Mrs. Main- 
waring and child, Capt. and Mrs. Anderson 
and two children, and Capt. Lawrence. The 
other tents are similarly crammed : all spread 
their beddings (which touch each other) 
upon the ground. 

iAth. — A very tiresome hill on setting 
out, — the Badhpush or Windy Back : the 
ascent rather dillicult : the descent could be 
made good for guns with 100 sappers in a few 
days. Saw plenty of fruit trees in blossom 
on the hill; at the foot of which we halted, 
dismounted, and sat on the ground till all 
our people got over ; and found Mahommed 
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Shah's sons with large bouquets of tulips. I 
observed the mistletoe, the myrrh, ilex, etc* 
The rest of the march was along a tolerably 
good road. We crossed the same stream at 
least twenty times. Saw some purple iris's. 
We were detained a long time at the Cabul 
river; which we crossed on &jhala (or raft) 
supported on inflated skins; and encamped 
close to the bank, but further down the stream * 
as the current was very rapid : the river is 
said to be twenty feet deep at some places. 
Here we found Mahomraed Akbar Khan. 
Our baggage came up at dusk, as also the 
tents; but a great deal did not get over, and 
has to wait for daylight. Several horses 
swam over; and their efforts, and those of 
their riders, were a source of great interest 
to us. 

15//* April. — We did not leave our encamp* 
ment until the middle of the day ; when we 
found the sand dreadfully hot. We came 
only four or five miles to- Sehruby; and 
pitched our tents not far distant from AIjm 
doollah Khan's fort. There were no kujavas 
to-day, and great grumbling thereat amongst 
the ladies. A report^ which we fervently 
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hope is untrue, that all the hostages left at 
Cabul are murdered. 

I saw plenty of amaryllis in bloom; as also 
of the Persian iris ( the orris of the druggists), 
which quite scented the air with a perfume 
resembling that of mingled violets and wall- 
flowers. 

Iftlfe. — We halted. All manner of reports 
to-day, — that the King has not been murder- 
ed, but is in power with the Dooranees, the 
Populzyes, and Achukzyes, who are in the 
ascendant; whilst the Barukzyes, are at 
a discount : — that great commotion exists in 
Cabul : — that the soldiers, who were left 
there, are to remain ; but the ofBcers are to 
come and join us at Tezeen to-morrow; 
whither we are to march, and go by roads im- 
practicable for cattle; all to walk, to Herat : 
we are to be there in two months, after which 
we are' to be sent to Balkh. 

lltli. — Halted again, probably waiting for 
the four kujavas that the Sirdar has ordered 
Mahommed Shah Khan to furnish us with. 
They say we go to Tezeen to-morrow : the 
Mirza is offin advance, in great haste. Our 
troops are said to be near ; and the Alfghans 
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are going to chupao them. The Sirdar has '. 
Allien back on the river, to confer with ihe 
Chief of Tagow. 

This day I was attacked with fever. 

iSlk. — Halted. Mahommed Shah Khan 
is gone off to Cabul; we are to go to the hills 
above Tezeen, and stay there till all is settled. 
If only a small force comes up, the Affghans 
mean to cut them up in the Khoord Cabul ; if 
a large force come, they will succumb at once. 
I was worse to-day : a pleasant prospect, as 
we daily expect to march. Our troops are 
said to be still al Lallpoorah, quieting refrac- 
tory tribes. 

19th. — A miserable day, and we marched 
through heavy rains to Tezeen : we are. told 
that no supplies were to be had where we 
were. Koda Buksh Khan's fort, close at 
hand, is full of loot and plate. The earth- 
quake has brought down part of the fort they 
have brought us to. 

The Sirdar could only get two camels with 
kujavas; but gave up his own palkee to Lady 
Macnaghten and me. 1 was utterly incapable 
of sitting on horseback : however, as I had to 
sit backwards, with very little room, nothing 

11. 
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to lean against, and to keep a balance against 
Lady M. and Mrs. Boyd's baby, I benefit^ 
but little, except in the grandeur of a royal 
equipage. My turban and habit were com- 
pletely saturated by the rain; and I shivered 
as I went. On arrival at the fort, I was told 
to go into the room where Mahommed Shah's 
and the other chiefs ladies were. They 
received us with great kindness; and kept 
heaping up three large fires for us to dry our 
clothes by. The court-yard was a deep mass 
of mud ; and in the evening Affghans carried 
us on their backs across it to another apart- 
ment, which Was nicely covered with numdas : 
our beddings were all regularly sopped 
through. The whole of the baggage was sent 
on to the camp, with our servants. A dinner 
was cooked for us, — a huge dish of rice, 
with dhye (sour curds) in the centre, and 
ghee poured over all ! This is a favourite 
Affghan dish, and therefore my bade tast must 
be arraigned for thinking it not eatable. 
Fortunately I had a little tea and sugar in a 
bag, suspended from thecrupper of my saddle : 
they gave us some milk, and I found tea the 
most refreshing repast. We stretched our- 
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selves on the numdas (coarse felt carpets) in 
our still wet clothes. In the night 1 began 
shivering again; and Capt. Anderson, my 
nearest bed mate, covered me with a bed 
cloak, which, strange to say, soon imparted 
warmth to me. We slept, large and small, 
thirty-four in a room 15 feet by 12 ; and we 
lay on the floor, literally packed together, with 
a wood fire in the centre, and using pine 
torches for candles. 
. 20f/i.— The Sirdar fears if he is taken by 
us, we shall either hang him or blow him 
from a gun. Mahommed Shah Khan is in a 
great fright also. Sultan Jan appears to be 
our bitterest enemy. The Sirdar says he 
alone could take us through the country : or, 
if he wished it, he could assemble 5000 men 
at any point to attack us. 

It is said that Mackenzie is to go to Jella- 
labad on a secret mission. He will not be 
allowed to take any letters for individuals. 

We had rain all day; and our wet chogahs, 
etc., hanging up, increased the damp. I wrote 
a few lines in pencil to Sale by a trooper who 
expected to go with Mackenzie, recommend- 
ing both this trooper himself (Oomar 
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Khan) , and the Rajah Ali Bahadur to him : 
both have been very useful to us. We had 
rain all day, and three earthquakes. 

Mackenzie did not go after all. 

Mrs. Waller increased the community , 
giving birth to a daughter : she, Mrs. Waller, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Eyre got a room to 
themselves and their children, diminishing 
our number to twenty-nine. A slight earth- 
quake, and a fine night. 

21s*. — A line sunshiny day : we went out 
to camp; getting on the first horses we could 
find : mine was a half-starved beast that 
could scarcely put one foot before the other. 
We had scarcely a mile to go. We hear that 
we are to halt here one day ; and then to go to 
Zenganah, where the snow is four feet deep, 
and to stay there for four months. Rain in 
the evening; and very heavy rain at night. 
The General, who is said to be dying, Pottin- 
ger, Mackenzie, Dr. Magralh, the Eyres and 
Wallers, are left at the fort. 

Major Pottinger expostulated with Akbar; 
and told him that surely he did not make 
war on women and children, and that it was 
great cruelty to drive us about the country 
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in the way they are doing; that when the 
Dost and the ladies of his family (amongst 
them Akbars wife, the daughter of Mahommed 
Shah Khan) went to Hindostan , they 
travelled with every comfort procurable, 
and probably many more than they would 
have experienced in their own country. 
To this he replied , I will do whatever you 
wish : but Mahommed Shah Khan is gone to 
Cabul; the very bread I eat I get from him; 
and until he returns I cannot do any thing. 
He however insists that he has a letter from 
Hindostan, in which it is asserted that his 
father has twenty sentries over him, and 
offered to show the letter to Capt. Lawrence; 
who said he cared not who wrote the letter : 
it was untrue : — that the Dost has a guard : 
but so far from being a close prisoner, he 
being fond of hawking, etc., goes out when 
and where he pleases , with an escort of 
horse, which would be given in compliment 
to his station , as in the case of the royal 
families of Delhi, etc.; and that any restraint 
the women are placed under, is at the sole 
desire of the Dost himself. 
22wd.— We were roused before daylight 
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with orders to march immediately; and as 
we had fully expected lo halt for another 
day or two, all was confusion. 

I was still too weak to ride; and Mrs. Boyd 
kindly gave me her place in the kujava, 
I carrying her baby. It was my first at- 
tempt, and the conveyance was a particu- 
larly small one of the kind; for when the 
resai was put in to sit on, there was not one 
foot and a half square; and I found (being 
rather a tall person) the greatest difficulty 
in doubling up my long legs into the pre- 
scribed compass.. 

On inquiry, I found that our departure 
was occasioned by the arrival of a letter from 
Cabul; stating that Futteh Jung, son of the 
deceased Shah Shoojah , was coming with 
400 horse to carry us off, as a card to play 
in bis own favour. 

Zeman Shah Khan, acting-King in Cabul, 
also demands us. Akbar wants to keep us : 
but both he and we are in the hands of Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan ; who says he never took 
place or present from us ; that be hated us 
always; and will be our enemy to the last. 

We came to-day ahout twelve miles up the 
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bed of a deep ravine, crossing the stream at 
least fifty times. From our last encampment 
we could see Kodah Buksh Khan's fort, 
looking very pretty , surrounded with line 
trees in blossom. 

On first starting, we passed on our right 
a large mountain-slip, caused by the earth- 
quake near to a cave, where there are a 
great number of bodies. The hills were 
very precipitous Qn our left, and high on 
both sides. We also passed a cave at some 
# small distance, in front of which were some 
dead bodies and many bones strewed about: 
and, from the blood close to its entrance, 
there is every reason to believe that the 
inhabitants were supporting nature by 
devouring each other. I saw three poor 
wretches crawling on hands and knees just 
within the cave : but all we had to bestow 
upon them was pity, not unmingled with 
horror at the evidences of cannibalism but 
too apparent. These miserable creatures 
called to us for that relief which we had it 
not in our power to afford; and we can only 
hope that their sufferings were speedily 
terminated by death. 
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No guns excepting those of the mountain 
train could travel this road; and cavalry and 
infantry would be greatly annoyed from the 
heights. 

We did not go direct up the Tezeen valley ; 
but took the right hand valley , which leads 
tQ the Jubhar Khail country, considered as 
the strongest of the Ohilzye mountain fast- 
nesses. We passed an old Ghilzye fort on 
an eminence on our right ; also a small co- 
lony of charcoal makers, resident in mud 
huls, and encamped at a second place of the" 
same kind. Ice six inches thick in places 
close to the road; and plenty of snow fro 
six to eight inches deep on the sides of it. 

23rd. — Being still very weak, I am glad to 
hear we are likely to halt here eight days. 
Khojeh Mahommed Khan seems very anxious 
regarding some terms being made with the 
Feringhees: hebahadurs notwithstanding; and 
says he can bring two lakhs of lighting men 
against us. 

The Ghazeeasare getting discontented; and 
complain that they have had no food for four 
days. 

The Sirdar has ordered our horses back 
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to Tezeen : he says he cannot feed them here. 

2ith. — The General died last night, and 
his remains are to be sent to Jellalabad. 
Mackenzie was sent there on a secret mission 
just afterwards. The General's death was 
hastened by a rumour of a Chupao from Cabul . 
the very day we left Tezeen. At mid-day 
all were put on horseback, and sent off to a 
fort near at hand. In the general hurry to 
save themselves, Mrs. Waller, with her two 
children, seemed to be quite forgotten. 
Mr. Waller went to Major Pottinger, who was 
mounted on his horse, and who said all must 
do the best they could for themselves; but 
that no doubt accommodation would be given. 
On this Mr. Waller, who cannot speak Per- 
sian, applied to Capt. Mackenzie; who went 
to Akbar Khan, and represented to him how 
shocking a thing it was to leave a lady and 
two children to have their throats cut. An 
oldkujava was found, and strung; and some 
Affghans carried it on a pole. Three* wives 
of one of the chiefs were also left in a great 
fright; but they procured some conveyance 
also. Poltinger was hurried off in such haste 
that he could not remonstrate. 

12 . 
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Mahommed Shah Khan says he will not give 
us any thing besides ottah. 1 suppose he 
keeps all the good things for the Aflghan 
ladies; some of whom inhabit two mud huts 
on the hill, and the others are lodged in black 
tents more fragile than our own. Mahora- 
' med Rufeek, our present keeper and pur- 
veyor, has purchased twelve sheep on his 
own account for us; and Mahommed Akbar 
Khan has sent twelve camels to Cabul to bring 
rice and ghee. We are also busy making che- 
bootras : we hang up our resais and blankets 
for roof and walls, and Gnd they make very 
comfortable places to sit in all day. 

25*/* — A report that Macgregor is to ex- 
change us against an equal number of Affghan 
ladies and children at Loodianah ; and that 
we are to be released in a few days. 

26th. — A report to-day that the Jellalabad 
army are moving upwards and the Cabul one 
downwards. The Affghans say that their 
force' consists of 11,000 men. 
• Tlth. — The Sirdar and Major Pottinger 
paid us a visit. The former tells us we are 
not to be angry 5 that nothing is procurable 
here; that he has sent lo Cabul for every thing 
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for us. He brought some native shoes and 
cloth for distribution. Miller add Moore, 
the two soldiers who attended on the Gene- 
ral, have been liberated : but Akbar says that 
it is not prudent to let them go at present, as 
the roads are unsafe ! 

28r/i — We have converted our chebootras 
into arbours made of juniper. We were dri- . 
ven from ours to-day before dinner by a 
shower of rain. At night we had thunder, 
hail, and showers of rain, that came on in 
gusts. • 

It is said that the Sirdar has intercepted a 
letter from Conolly to Macgregor regarding 
some treaty with Amenoollah Khan for 3 
lakhs : and that Kohundif Khan (the Dost's 
brother), with 8000 Persians, is moving on 
Kandahar. If this is true, it involves a 
quarrel with Persia. 

A number of the Sirdar's men are said to 
have gone off to-day ; having struck for ar- 
rears of pay. The Sirdar offered them 5 
rupees each, but they demanded 10. A relief 
guard of seven men has arrived with some 
petty chief. 

We have just heard that Miller was dis- 
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guised as an Affghan to lead the camel that 
conveyed the General's body. Moore looked 
too English to attempt it. Near Jugdaluk, 
ihe party of ten horsemen were attacked, 
and the box, which was supposed to contain 
treasure, broken open. We at first heard 
that they had mutilated the poor old man's 
body ; but only a few stones were thrown, one 
of which Struck the head. 

Miller was beaten a good deal, and wound- 
ed with a knife; but saved his life by saying 
he was a MussMman : he had to return. The 
body was sent on; but I believe there is as 
yet no authentic account of its arrival at 
Jellalabad. 

Mahommed Shah Khan arrived at night. 

30th April. — A messenger came in from 
Arnenoollah Khan. The government have 
refused to pay the 14 ; lakhs; and the Aff- 
ghans say that Pottinger and Lawrence are 
answerable for it. Is not Akbar more an- 
swerable for the non-fulfilment of the treaty? 
he who went to the Durbar, booted, (on the 
7th of January,) ready to start after our army 
for the avowed purpose of its annihilation ? 

The Rajah has come in ; he goes off to Ca- 
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bul again to-morrow. Goolam Moyen oo 
deen also came to see us : he goes with the 
. Sirdar to Tezeen to-day. 

All accounts seem to agree in this : that 
although the Affghans are raising troops in 
Cabul,yet they seem to be as likely to fight 
against each other as against us. 

Our soldiers who were left atCabul, have 
been sent to Logmr (Amenoollah's country). 
The hostages are placed in the hands of the 
son of the high priest, Bucha-i Meer Wyse. 

It is reported that the Dost has written to 
Akbar Khan to say, that, if there is any 
chance of regaining the throne, he was to 
fight for it ; but if not, not to drive us women 
and children about the country; as it was 
against his interest that we should be ill tr eat- 
ed. Perhaps he pities the wives of all these 
Ghilzye chiefs, who go wherever we do : they 
however have the best and largest kujavas, 
and plenty of them ; whilst with us, many 
ladies very unfit to ride, are forced to do so, 
and even without side or any saddles ; for 
myself, I would rather walk than be again 
packed into a kujava. 

AM May.— Fulteh Jung, Ajnenoollah, and 
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the Populzyes are in the Bala Hissar. The 
new king, Zeman Shah khan, and Osman 
Khan, with the Barukzyes, are in the city. 
They have sixteen guns ; and want the former 
party to join them; but they refuse to dp so, 
saying that the others inveigled Shah Shoojah 
out, and killed him. 

Neither party will have any thing to do with 
Akbar; who, they say, plays a double part, 
and killed all our army. Mahommed Shah 
Khan* wants to get Akbar to Cabul : but he 
refuses to go, from dread of assassination. 

He (Akbar) wishes to be made a conse- 
quential chief of some part of the country ; 
and would probably give us up , had he the 
power : but Mahommed Shah Khan is very 
powerful, and averse to the project. 

2nd. — All Cabul is in an uproar, the 
people fighting amongst themselves. Khojeh 
Mahommed took some of the officers out 
shooting : whilst on the hills, they heard the 
report of guns; and were told thai the firing 
was at Cabul; about thirty miles ofl in a direct 
line. 

In a conference with Pottinger , Troup, and 
many other English and AfFghans, — amongst 
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the latter Mahommed Shah Khan, — Mahom- 
med Akbar Khan became greatly excited. He 
said, that on the religious cry being raised, 
he killed the Envoy, he destroyed our army ; , 
and now that he has drawn down the 
vengeance of the British upon him, the rest are 
deserting him : that he has kept his feelings 
pent up within his own breast, until they have 
preyed upon his vitals; and that, were he in 
power now, he would exterminate every one 
of the recreant Mussulmans who have de- 
serted him, and left him to obloquy. 

A cossid has arrived from Cabul ; where 
there has been a fight, in which Zeman Shah 
Khan has been victorious. One of Amenool- 
lah'ssonsiskilled ;and Hamza Khaniswound- 
ed : but Futleh Jung and Amenoollah are still 
in possession of the Bala Hissar. 

3rd. — Amenoollah Khan has been worsted. 
The Sirdar has sent troops, under his cousin 
Shamshudeen, to lay waste the Logur 
country, destroy the forts, and capture the 
women : for all which Akbar promises a 
reward of 30, 000 rupees . 

It is now reported that we are to go in three 
or four days to Ghuznee, where the Sirdar's 
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cousin Shumshudeen commands. I heard 
from Sale, The Wallers and Eyres arrived 
from Tezeen. 

Aih. — The Sirdar is gone or going toCabul. 

Capt. Troup is just summoned to join him 
and Pottinger : Magrath remains at Tezeen ; 
and Mackenzie, they say, is gone back to Jel- 
lalabad again. 

Another account states that Amenoollah 
has fled to the Logur country, and that Futteh 
Jung holdstheBala Hissar. Further accounts 
state that Amenoollah, although defeated, got 
safe into the Bala Hissar. 200 horsemen 
have been sent from Cabul to the Sirdar : 
Zeraan Shah Khan invites him to assume the 
throne. He was sleeping when they arrived; 
but the prospect of a crown soon chased his 
slumbers ; and he was quickly on horseback 
with Pottinger, leaving orders for Troup, on 
his arrival, to follow. Mackenzie was not to 
go to Jellalabad; but to wait half way for 
further orders from the Sirdar. 

The Sirdar has been urgent (but ineffec- 
tually of course) with Mr. Eyre to go to Cabul 
to lay his guns for him. We hear that the 
hostages are all again with Zeman Shah Khan. 
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1th. —\ have before adverted to Mackenzie's 
secret mission to Jellalabad. It was first, to 
ascertain what terms our party would pro- 
pose : the reply, was an offer of two lakhs of 
rupees for all the prisoners, and that the 
sooner we were given up to our own people 
the greater would be the friendship of our 
governement; that, in consequence of the 
protection afforded us by Dost Mahommed 
Khan, and Mahommed Shah Khan, their far 
milies and possessions would not be attacked : 
but that the grand question of peace or war, 
and the settlement of the country, must de- 
pend upon replies to be received from the Go- 
vernor-General. The Sirdar has sent in his 
rejoinder by Mackenzie; saying, he does not 
want money; nothing but the friendship of 
our nation ; and that if the ladies and children 
go, he cannot part with the gentlemen yet. 

Gen. Pollock has issued a proclamation, 
that whoever remains quiet will be unmo- 
lested. 

Threats are held out that if our troops 
move up higher than Gun^amuk, we shall also 
be taken 20 miles further up into the hills. 
To this there are two objections ; we are now 
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above the T6zeen valley, in the Jubhar Khail 
country; these people declare we shall not go 
further, or if we do thej will themselves take 
us to our army, for they do not want to bring 
down upon themselves the vengeance of our 
nation ; secondly, we have no carriage : there 
is little doubt, that Mahommed Shah Khan 
would care little for our being obliged to 
leave behind our clothes and the few comforts 
i we have, but we cannot be expected to walk; 
and the Sirdar or some of the chiefs have 
taken away to Cabul both our riding horses 
and baggage ponies. 

I consider myself fortunate in having had 
my horse selected to carry Capt. Mackenzie 
to Jellalabad : it arrived there lame, and was 
left with Sale. We have this day seen the 
general order with Col. Palmers capitulation 
at Ghuznee; and dreadful was the tale that 
shortly followed it. On the faith of the 
orders received, and the promises of the 
treaty with the chiefs, these devoted troops 
left Ghuznee, under the charge of Shumshu- 
deen (the Sirdar's cousin). Treachery seems 
to be inherent in the blood of this family. 

A Ghazeqa shot an oflicer, another shot the 
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Ghazeea; a fight ensued; the whole of our 
troops were cut up; exertions were made 
to save the officers, but every Sipahee fell. 
Seven of the officers are said to be alive, 
and poor Mrs. Lumsden. It is exactly the 
counterpart of what occurred with the 
Cabul force. 

Regarding our climate. — The snow has 
melted on the hills immediately in our front 
and rear ; but the tops of those within a mo- 
derate walk (were we permitted to go out of 
the bounds assigned to us for exercise) are 
still covered with it. 

This morning, when we were dressing, and 
long after sunrise, the Bheestee took his 
mushk to the stream, not 50 yards from our 
tents, and lilled'it:on his return the water 
was frozen so hard he could not pour it out ; 
and we had to thaw it by the fire. 

Silt. — A very gloomy day, and cold : we 
kept up a good fire in the bower. A little 
snow fell. Serj. Dcane's wife, a Persian 
woman, has been taken by force and married 
to a younger brother of Mahommed Shah 
Khan. Whenever this man enters her pre- 
sence, she salutes him with her slipper. It is 
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only within a few days that she has been told 
of Deane's death : she appears to have been 
sincerely attached to him; and is repre- 
sented as a very pretty young woman. 

The man who took the General's body to 
Jcllalabad has returned. He seems highly 
pleased with the present he has received of 
200 rupees : and it appears to have had a good 
effect; for he reports in glowing terms on the 
grand turn-out for the funeral, the salvoes 
fired, etc. on the occasion ; and the magnifi- 
cent appearance of our troops. 

10t/i.— Capt. Anderson's little girl was re- 
stored, to the great joy of her parents. 

Parties run high at Cabul : Zeman Shah 
Khan says he will be King, Akbar ditto, 
Jubhar Khan the same, and Amenoollah has a 
similar fancy, as also Mahommed Shah Khan, 
and Futteh Jung the Shahzada. 

The troops go out daily to fight; Ame- 
noollah's to Ben-i-shehr, and Zeman Shah 
Khan's to Siah Sung; they fight a little, and 
then retreat to their own positions. Zeman 
Shah Khan has been driven out of his house, 
and Amenoollah out of his; but have part of 
the town in their favour. 
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The citizens are ruined by the perfect stag- 
nation of trade; and would probably side 
with us were we to show in force. Now is the 
time to strike the blow, but I much dread 
dilly-dallying just because a handful of us are 
in Akbar's power. What are our lives when 
compared with the honour of our country? 
Not that I am at all inclined to have my throat 
cut : on the contrary, I hope that I shall live 
to seethe British flag once more triumphant 
in Afghanistan ; and then I have no objection 
to the Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan being 
reinstated : only let us first show them that 
we can conquer them, and humble their trea- 
cherous chiefs in the dust. \ 

There have been a number of reports to- 
day, which I believe to have no foundation in 
truth : amongst others, that the Ghilzye ladies 
have been packing up all night ; and are going 
to give us the slip and leave us, in conse- 
quence of hearing that our force is coming up 
in four divisions; one of which arrived at 
Tezeen at four this morning, and looted the 
place : and that we are to be sent forty kos 
higher up into the hills. ' This is, however, 
contradicted, as some persons who were sent 
ii. 13 
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out yesterday to explore have returned, and 
say that the snow is two feet deep and im- 
practicable. . 

A letter arrived from the Sirdar ; Btating 
that whenever it might be requisite for us to 
move, he would send us camels, ponies, and 
all the carriage we require ; and that we are 
positively not to move without his especial 
order. 

\\th.— Futteh Jung wrote to his brother 
Timor at Kandahar to come and assist him : 
Timorsent him 3000 Juzailchees ; and assured 
him that he was himself coming up with the > 
British army. 

Major Pottinger writes that there is no pre- 
sent chance of our liberation. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan professes that he 
does not want money from usj; but he laughs 
at our offer of two lakhs for the whole party ; 
and has sent back to say he wishes for eight. 
It has been recommended that we should 
offer him live ; but the general opinion is that 
we shall remain in captivity till all is settled. 

43lfc. — The Akhonzada says, that, after we 
left Buddeeabad, all the natives were turned 

out, and told they might make the best of their 
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way to Jellal abaci ; being iirst stripped of 
their clothes and all that ihey possessed. ; 
Those who had lost their feet of course 
could not attempt it; and the greater part 
of the rest, we are told, have been taken as 
slaves. 

. We have a slave merchant here now. We 
learn that men sell for forty-six rupees, and 
women for twenty-two, each : they are sent off 
to Khooloom.- 400 Hindostanees have been 
entrapped at Cabul, under an assurance of 
safe conduct to Jellalabad. ' 

lith.— People havecome in from the Lugh- 
man valley, who report that the wheat and 
barley there are ripe, and also the mulberries. 
Here the crops have not attained the height of 
six inches. 

The boomingof heavy guns heard : on which 
the guard here said the Kulma ; .hoping that 
it was something in the Sirdar's favour. 

It is reported that Futteh Jung is King, the 
Sirdar Wuzeer, and Zemao Khan Sirdar-H 
Sirdaran. About thirty shots were heard in 
the night. 

15th.— More of Mahommed Rufeek's people 
have come in from Cabul : they say that 
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Mahommed Akbar Khan is proclaimed King, 
until his Fathers return ; that he resides at 
present in the Ben-i-shehr ; and that Ame- 
noollah has free ingress and egress to and from 
him, for the purpose of meeting with Futteh 
Jung. The Sirdar has sent for all our horses, 
ponies, etc. The Naib Shureef has sent Mrs. 
Slurt and me tea and sugar:— a kind atten- 
tion and great comfort. 

Akbar says he will light ourarmy. This is 
expressed in a letter written to Suballan 
Khan, thecaplainof our guard. Dost Mahom- 
med Khan asserts that it is Major Pottinger 
who retards our release: but he is as much a 
prisoner as ourselves. \ • . 

16£ft. — I kept the anniversary of my mar- 
riag by dining with the ladies of Mahommed 
Shah Khan's family , who told us that Futteh 
Jung was King, Mahommed Akbar Khan 
Wuzeer, and Mahommed Shah Khan the 
Sirdar -i-Sirdaran. It was an extremely 
stupid visit. We had two female servants to 
interpret for us. Three of Mahommed Shah 
Khan's wives and some of Dost Mahommed's, 
with the mother of the chiefs, and two of their 
unmarried sisters, were present* They were, 
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generally speaking, inclined to embonpoint, 
largely formed, and coarsely featured ; their 
dress inelegant, and of the coarsest materials. 
The favourite wife, and the best dressed, was 
attired in a common Cabul silk, with a coarse 
piece of chintz inserted behind, evidently for 
economy's sake. The dress, which covers 
the whole person, nearly resembles a com- 
mon night-dress ; and has tacked on to it 
coins, or other pieces of silver or gold, 
such as crescents, etc., all over the sleeves, 
the front and sides, from the shoulders to the 
feet. A breast-plate is worn, commencing at 
the throat, of coins strung together: this 
descends far below the waist; and when they 
sit down, it hangs in festoons on the lap. 
Only the favourite wore gold coins ; those of 
the other ladies being of silver. They had 
nolhing in the way of jewels, properly so 
called/ About seven common-sized pearls 
surrounding an emerald full of flaws,, the 
whole set as a nose ornament, was the hand- 
somest thing I saw in the trinket way. Some 
of them had very inferior ear-rings of gold 
and silver. They wear their hair in innume- 
rable small plaits hanging down : these are 

13. 
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arranged once* a week after taking the bathj 
and the tresses are then well stiffened with 
gum. The unmarried women bend their 
hair in aflat braid across the forehead touching 
the eyebrows ; which gives them a very heavy 
look. These said eyebrows, whilst ihey are 
maidens, remain as nature formed them: but 
when they marry, the hair of the centre is 
carefully picked out ; and the arch, thus most 
unnaturally raised, is painted. The Cabul 
women are much addicted to the use of both 
• whiteand red paint; and they colour not only 
the nails, as in Hindostan, but the whole 
hand up to the wri$t, which looks as though it 
had been plunged in blood, and to our ideas 
is very disgusting. A particular plant is often 
used for this purpose. The upper part of the 
leaf sparkles, and resembles the ice plant; 
but the lower sideisred,andon beingpressed 
gives a line dye. A chuddah is thrown over 
the head and shoulders in the house, as in 
Hindostan; and when they go out they wear 
the bourka, ru-i-bund, andlegwraps: high- 
heeled iron-shod slippers complete the cos- 
tume. Al ter a time an extremely dirty cloth 
was spread over the nuipdas in front of us, 
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and dishes of pillau, dhye or sow curd, and 
f&rnez or sweet curd, were placed before us. 
Those who had not taken a spoon with them, 
ate with their, fingers, Affghan fashion j — an • 
accomplishment in which 1 am by no means 
an fait. We drank water out of a tea-pot. A 
dinner was given to the gentlemen by Ab- 
doolah Khan at his tents about two miles off, 
nearer the snow. 

In the evening Capt* Mackenzie arrived ; 
and I received a letter from Sale. 

There seems fo be no present prospect of 
release. 

We hear that the force under Gen. Noll has 
been reinforced by Brig. England; who had 
nevertheless been beaten back in the lirst in- 
stance : — that Gen. Nott was to march towards 
Cabul as yesterday (ihe 15th); and that Gen. 
Pollock was still awaiting orders from Lord 
Ellenborough ; but that whether thejr arrive 
or not, we must now wait until Nott's force 
gets near to Cabul to make a simultaneous 
attack. Now as Akbar only boasts of 12,000^ 
men against us, and as we have fully that 
number at Jellalabad, with 48-pounders, Pol- 
lock's force would easily capture Cabul in the 
• 



Digitized by Google 



m LADY SALE'S JOURNAL. 

present position of affairs. A short time 
ago it would have been still easier, as there 
was then more division among the Affghan 
• troops. • 

A letter from Mahommed Akbar Khan to 
Sultan Khan has been intercepted; in which 
he acknowledges, that for every rupee he can 
muster, the Shahzada (Futteh Jung) can pro- 
duce a gold mohur. ' 

An European and some natives were mur- 
dered near our camp at Jellalabad ; and, vi- 
gorous measures not being taken, the offence 
was repeated ; and a duffodar of Tait's horse 
fell a victim to the Affghans. On the mur- 
derer taking refuge in a village, Tait imme- 
diately surrounded it with his men; and 
then reported the circumstance to Gen. Pol- 
lock ;' who, after consulting with Capt. Mac- 
grcgor, sent to tell the people of the village 
that if they did not, within a specified time, 
give up the malefactor to be hanged by us, 
he would burn the village, and put every 
living being in it to death. The time had 
not expired when this* news came. Cruel as 
an action of this kind may appear, it is pro- 
bably the best method of striking terror into 
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these savages, and perhaps of eventually pre- . 
venting bloodshed. • • 

Capt. Mackenzie has brought me intelli- 
gence of Sale's having broken three of his 
ribs^from his horse falling with him; and 
that he has suffered also from inflammation 
in consequence of the accident 5 but that he 
is fast recovering, if not, as he says he is, 
quite well and fit for work again. 

\lth. — I heard this morning that part of 
my letters regarding the siege had arrived in 
England, and been laid before the Court of 
Directors. 

20th. — Lady Macnaghten and a part of the 
ladies breakfasted with Dost Mahommed 
Khan and his ladies. They were told that, 
if the Sirdar gains the Bala Hissar, we shall 
all go there; if not, we go to Jellalabad. 

One report states, that the Sirdar, who is 
resident at Ben-i-shehr, was to meet Futteh 
Jung on amicable terms; but that the latter 
refused to go outside the Bala Hissar until 
Mahommed Shah Khan and Sultan Jan were 
given up to him as hostages, which was done : 
but when Futteh Jung got as far as the Musjid, 
.finding Akbar at the head of 3,000 men, 
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fearing treachery, he retreated, shut the 
gates, 'and fired on Akbar's party. Another 
account stales, that when the gates were 
opened for Futteh Jung to go out,. Amenool- 
lah released the hostages, and then went over 
to the Sirdar himself. Mackenzie is supposed 
to be at Tezeen to-day-, and will be here 
cither to-morrow or in three days. It is 
worthy of remark, that during Lady Mac- 
naghten's visit to the ladies this morning, 
Dost Mahommed Khan was present the whole 
time ; which was decidedly, according to Aff- 

• ■ > * * . 

ghan custom, an insult; as the men'never are 
present when iheir wives receive company. 

A Kandaharee female servant of these 
ladies told them in Hindostanee not to believe 
a word that Dost Mahommed said to them ; 
as his intelligence was all false and was in- 
tended to mislead them. 

A storm of thunder and rain at dinner- 
time : in the evening we ascended the hill, 
about 450 feet; and then found the view 
bounded by another : So we fatigued ourselves 
to no purpose. A fire beacon lighted on the 
hill at night. 

21$*,— Lady Macnaghten and two other 
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ladies breakfasted with Khojeh Mahommed 
Khan's family ; and on this occasion two men 
were present. The rest of us were not in- 
ched. 

Khojeh Mahommed sighed much and seem- 
ed out of spirits. According to the state- 
ment of their servants, the ladies have not 
had food cooked for them for two days in con- 
sequence of their grief. In these parties they 
do not eat with the Kaffirs; but are profuse 
of their expressions of good will; and desire 
us to ask them for any thing we require. 

Their professions were put to the test ; at 
least those of Dost Mahommed himself : a 
gentleman asked for a chillum, and was told 
to go to the devil (Goom Shud). 

I received two notes from Sale dated the 
15th; informing me that he had received a 
highly gratifying letter from Lord Ellenbo- 
rough, and another from Sir Jasper Nicholls, 
regarding the holding of Jellalabad, the 
chupao oh Akbar's camp, etc.; and stating 
that the 35th were to be made light infantry ; 
the Company's troops to have medals, and to 
bear 44 Jellalabad" and a mural crown, on . 
. their colours; also that Lord EllenborougU 
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would request Her Majesty's permission that 
the 13th should be similarly honoured. 

Chintz, sugar candy, lea, and cheese, dis- 
tributed amongst the ladies ; they were sent 
to us by our friends at Jellalabad : also Shalu 
(Turkey red cotton cloth) and jean, with 
boots and shoes for the gentlemen. We also 
received the March overland mail. I heard 
a droll anecdote of Akbar when he went off 
to Cabul from Tezeen. His followers asked 
him what tent they should take for him : his 
reply was given with great good humour (he 
believed himself on the point of mounting a 
throne); — "The ladies and people above 
have got all our tents here 5 but you may send 
my salaam to Gen. Sale, and ask him to lend 
me one of those he took from me." 

22nd. — The first thing we heard this 
morning was, that ponies had arrived and 
that we are going to Cabul. They afterwards 
told us that we are going to Shewakee, a fort 
near the Pillar. The officers went lo Dost 
Mahommed and informed him that only 
thirty-three ponies had arrived, and no 
camels; and that it was impossible we could 
move without more means of transport : so 
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the order to march at mid-day was rescinded ; 
and we have been promised animals to start 
with early to-morrow morning. We are to 
go to Khoord Cabul, seventeen miles, as our 
first march. 

23rd. — Mules arrived for three kujavas ; 
but no camels, as we take a road that is bad 
for these animals. 

Started at a little before 10 a. m., and got 
to the fort we formerly went to at Khoord 
Cabul, at C p. m. We travelled fully twenty- 
two miles, following the road to Tezeen, by 
which we came to Zanduh, for some time, 
and then turning to the left. Except in a few 
places the road was tolerable. We crossed 
a highly cultivated valley studded with forts; 
a perfect oasis in our barren mountain 
track. The yellow briar-rose is in bloom, 
and asphodels of three different colours, 
yellow, pink, and a greenish brown, a pretty 
description of borage, and a plant resembling 
sage with a red llowcr; and blue sage in 
blossom was found amongst the wells and 
stones. The climate here was much warmer 
than at Zanduh. We did not strike into the 
regular road till we arrived at the Huft Kotul; 
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and here we came upon a sad scene of de- 
caying bodies, amongst which poor Major 
Ewart's was still recognisable, 

There is a fort opposite to the point where 
the short road turns back to Seh Baba ; and 
another at Thana Tariffa, which is the entrance 
to the Thungee on the Jellafabad side. This 
was also dreadful to go through; both to the 
sight and smell equally offensive. 

Immediately after emerging from the pass, 
we took a short cut to the left of the regular 
road, which brought us to the fort. In its 
immediate vicinity there was rich cultiva- 
tion; but a great deal of land formerly tilled 
lies fallow this year. 

_ We left the fort at about the same 
time as yesterday : our inarch was eighteen 
or nineteen miles over hill and dale, with a 
rich valley but scantily cultivated on our left. 
We had a difficult ascent over a rocky hill; 
after which we passed a tope which has no 
appearance of having been opened. There 
is a fine tank nearly opposite to it, shaded by 
trees, and containing small fish : it is sup- 
plied with beautifully clear water from the 
Karez, near it ; from which, I suppose, it 
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takes its name of Kareza. We then pursued 
our way over a plain, covered with stones, 
till Wje ascended a difficult rocky hill, which 
was surmounted by the famous Pillar gene- 
rally ascribed to Alexander the Great. It is 
evidently not of AiTghan workmanship*, and 
is now out of ihe perpendicular, leaning back, 
as if it shrank from Cabul. The outer casing 
is quite gone; and it is not therefore wonderful 
that no inscription exists : and the greater 
part of the square base it rested on has also 
mouldered away. From this spot there is a 
magnificent view. Immediately below us 
was a richly cultivated country studded with 
forts and fruit trees, the Logur river, beyond 
it the Siah Sung, and a distant view of Cabul, 
and then ranges of hills, the whole bounded 
by the mountains of Kohistan and the Hindo 
Koosh, covered with perpetual snow. The 
descent on the Cabul side is rather more 
difficult in parts; particularly when you have 
not* an acquaintance of long standing with 
your horse; which was my case, having hired 
for the day a mere baggage poney, for the 
large sum of two rupees six anas. The crea- 
ture was avidentty not used to scrambling; 
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and did not like it. Whenever he came to a 
difficult place, he jumped down with his two 
fore feet 5 and then considered whether he 
should bring the hinder ones after them; and 
in this way jumped up on rocks, where kids 
would joy to disport, but where he shook with 
fear. However, riding was less trouble than 
walking on such a road; and I got safely 
through. We passed another tope which had 
been opened, and a succession of forts; and 
at* length arrived at Noor Mahommed, the 
Meer Akor's Fort : here we were not expected ; 
no notice having been given. The truth is, 
that the Sirdar ordered us to be sent to a fort 
of Mahommed Shah Khan's, two miles from 
this one; but Mahommed is to bring his 
family hither: and was determined to keep 
his own fort for them. We were first told 
that two open stables or cowsheds, down a 
narrow gulley in the outer square, were all 
the accommodation they had to give us. 
* As no one would fight for the ladies, I de- 
termined to be Yaghi myself; and I went 
with Mr. Melville to Dost Mohammed Khan 
and Mahommed Rufeek. At length our 
bower party got a small room over the gate- 
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way of the inner fort; with a promise of better 
quarters for all to-morrow; • 

The reason given for our sudden flitting 
from Zanduh is an expected chupao from the 
two chiefs, Azaid Khan, and Aziz Khan; who 
offered, if Macgregor would furnish the cash, 
to raise 2000 men, and carry us olf to our 
friends. 

Th.erewas firing of guns all day long; and 
at night very sharp firing, without much in- 
termission. Being in pain from the arm that 
was wounded, and in great anxiety for the 
result (having heard from the Attghans here 
that Akbar meant to surprise and take the Bala 
Hissar), I never closed my eyes until after 
daybreak ; when we heard the muezzin call to 
prayers. 

25f/i. — The tables were turned last night; 
for asally was made from the Bala Hissar; and 
Mahbmmed Akbar Khan was, they.say, nearly 
caught. Heescaped to a fort near the Shah's 
camp, behind Siah Sung. 
* The females were removed from this fort, 
and we all got excellent quarters. In addi- 
tion to the two rooms apportioned to our 
party, we have permission to sit, in the day- 
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lime, in a room in a bourj, a small octagon 
wilh oorsees or openwork lattices. There 
are two flights of sleep steps to mount to it 
from our apartments, which are upstairs; but 
the view from it is so refreshing, looking over 
all the forts and highly cultivated grounds; it 
has the advantage of being always cool ; and 
which compensates for the trouble in getting 
there. 

« 

The Sirdar says he will not remain here 
when our force comes up, but retire to the 
Kohistan, and allow the English to takeCabul : 
after which he will come forward with an offer 
to go loHindoslan, and take his father's place, 
if they will permit the Ameer Dost Mahommed 
Khan to return andrule in this country. 

26th.— We heard a few guns early in the 
morning. This day ihey say the Sirdar is to 
have a friendly conference with Futteh Jung ; 
but it is to be hoped that the latter will not 
put himself into the power of his treacherous 
enemy. * . 

KhanShireen Khan, the head of the Kuz- 
zilbashes, keeps neuter* Zeman Shah Khan 
seems to be but a lukewarm friend of the 
Sirdar. 
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The gentlemen of Cabul are all disgusted 
at the treachery that took place, ending in 
the murder of Shah Shoojah. 

The shopkeepers and merchants wish for 
us back; as the circulation of rupees is much 
less than in our time : and the cultivators 
would fain leave the army and look after their 
crops. 

Gen. Pollock offers to exchange the captive 
ladies and children, against Akbar's family of 
four wives with their children. One of the 
former is a daughter of Mahommed Shab 
Khan : and another is a sister of Shballan 
Khan's. Capt. Troup came to see us, and 
brought us a message from the Sirdar, 
desiring we would all write to him, and slate 
whatever we required, that he might send it 
to us. * 

21th. — Capt. Troup returned to the Sirdar, 
and took our notes and lists with him; also a 
letter for Sale, though he doubts its being sent 
immediately. This day was fixed for a con- 
ference between Akbar and Futteh Jung : 
Akbar required him to vacate the Bala Hissar; 
and says he may go into the strongest fort in 
the neighbourhood, and keep all his guns; 
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giving up his army, wherewith Akbar is to go 
down and fight the British force. No firing 
heard to-day; but we hope that Futteh Jung 
will manage to hold out until our force comes 
to his assistance. 

28th.— The advance of our army has ar- 
rived at Gundamuck; and the rest are fol- 
lowing, purchasing up carriage at any ex- 
pense. 

The Kandahar force have been attacked by 
the Affghans j who have been signally defeat- 
ed; which has struck such terror into them, 
that they are flying in all directions : this is 
their own account. 

29th. — Sujat Dowlut, the son of Zeman 
Shah Khan, and the murderer of Shah 
Shoojah, came to the fort to visit Ali Moham- 
med Khan. To his father's honour be it said 
that he refused to see, him for some time 
after the murder. It is reported that we 
leave this place in six days for — no one knows 
where. 

30f/i. — There was firing late in the evening 
from the Bala Hissar and the city. A man 
of some respectability, with three or four 
followers, came to see Capt. Johnson, and 
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bring him some things : ihey were all taken 
away by the Aflghans; and the people carried 
off prisoners to Akbar. 

The Kuzzilbashes have openly declared 
in favour of Futteh Jung. They are throw- 
ing provisions into the Bala Hissar; and 
strengthening ihe works. 

Our troops have been some days at Gun- 
damuk. There are orders that the officers 
are not to go out of the fort, as they did 
before, to bathe. We hope we shall not be 
interdicted walking in the garden, as we 
always have guards with us there; and every 
night we are locked into the square; and the 
servants cannot go outside the gate for any 
purpose without a guard. 

\st June. — The Naib Shurcef is obliged to 
hide for safety. Mahommed Rufeek is sent 
away; and.Ali Mahommed Khan has now 
sole charge of us. ' r 

2d.— It is true that our troops left Kan- 
dahar on the 16th of last month. General 
Nolt's force has given the Affghans a fourth 
beating at Khelat-i-Gilzie ; and killed 2000 
men. Gen. Pollock's division is expected 
here on the 15th. 

* * 
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miners can make no impression. The cos- 
6id, who brought our letters, brought one 
also for the Sirdar; and another for Futteh 
Jung from Macgregor : on the receipt of the 
latter, Futteh Jung fired a royal salute and 
made a sally. 

The Sirdar sent us some coarse cloth, 
soap, an Affghan chillumchee, and some 
tallow candles : others received sundry 
donations of the like kind. 

&th.— The Sirdar is said to have possession 
of the Bala Hissar; and to occupy the gate 
nearest to us : while the Kuzzilbashes hold 
the Chandowlee gate ; and Mahommed Shah 
another. Futteh Jung is said to have given up 
two lakhs of rupees to Akbar. 

The tale of the mine was true ; but Futteh 
Jung had filled it with water. 

Mahommed Shah Khan and Sultan Jan 

have been daily for three days at the Bala 

Hissar, unattended; in conference with the 

Shahzada, who gave them khelluts, etc. He 

then asked Mahommed Akbar Khan to meet 

* 

him in friendly conference in the gateway, 
each to have only live followers : but the 
Sirdar refused to go further than John Hicks' 
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to mb, fearing treachery. He had previously 
warned Mahommed Shah not to trust Futteh 
Jung; who might easily have secured the 
two others each of these days : but we sus- 
pect his aim was to lull them into security, 
to enable him to seize the Sirdar. 

Here he has shown bad policy : for though 
Akbar is the superior in rank, Mahommed 
Shah has the troops , and what money they 
can raise at command. Sultan Jan is the 
fighting arm of the trio, under the latter; 
whilst Akbar sits in durbar, laughs, talks, 
and squeezes all who are suspected of having 
money. He has carefully kept all our notes 
to him, asking for or thanking him for things 
received : no doubt to produce at the last; 
as a further proof of his kindness to his 
caplives. Dr. Grant is said to be alive and 
safe with some Bunneah; who of course 
keeps him secreted from the chiefs, that he 
and not they may have a reward : but we 
heard so positively that he was killed, near 
the lake beyond Behmaru, that our hopes are 
• but faint. 

Much firing in the evening and night. 

1th. — We hear that last night there was a 
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sortie from the Bala Hissar ; and an attack 
made on two guns of Mahommed Akbar's. 
They did not succeed in capturing them; but 
took some ammunition and camels. An 
attempt was made to carry off the camels 
belonging to this fort, which were out gra-' 
zing; but six horsemen went from hence and 
rescued them. . 

Akbar says he does not spring his mine 
because it will damage the walls of the Bala 

« 

Hissar, and make it easier for the English to 
enter the place; and that even were the gates 
open, he doubts the courage of his troops to 
enter them. 

Amenoollah Khan has been for some time 
soliciting permission to leave the Sirdar, to 
go to Loghur on important affairs of his 
own : this has induced the Sirdar to seize 
him, which is now supposed to be the cause 
of all the liring, we heard last night. Whe- 
ther this will prove for our advantage or not, 
remains to be proved. 

This chief is said to have eighteen lakhs of 

rupees ; which Mahommed Akbar Khan will 

probably endeavour to squeeze out of him : 

however, he is not likely to have it here. 

15 
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If his treasure is secure at Loghur, and his 
sons rise in his favour (as he can bring 10,000 
men into the field), a very powerful diversion 
may be formed, whether they join us or 
Futteh Jung: if, on the contrary, Akbar pro- 
cures even one lakh of ready cash, he can do 
much mischief ; by raising troops even for a 
few weeks to annoy our force. The celerity 
with which troops are raised is quite astonish- 
ing to us; who are accustomed to see recruits 
drilled for a length of time. Here, every 
man is born a soldier; every child has his 
knife,— that weapon which has proved so 
destructive in the hands of a hosfile peasan- 
try, incited against us by the moollahs, who' 
threaten eternal perdition to all who do not join 
in the cause of the Ghazeeas; whilst heaven, 
filled with Houris, is the recompence for every 
man who falls in a religious war. With ihem, 
the only expense attending the soldier con- 
sists in his pay, which is scanty; his horse, 
if he have one, is his own ; and every Affghan 
is armed completely with some three or four 
of these knives, of different sizes — from that 
as long as a sword to a small dagger — pistols, 
and a juzail; which latter predominates over 
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the matchlock : they carry much farther than 
our muskets ; so that when our men are 
beyond range to hit them, they pour a destroy- 
ing fire on us. Regarding these same muskets 
being better than matchlocks; those who had 
only the latter may have taken them of late 
in exchange; but, generally speaking, the 
only useful part to the Affghans are the locks; 
which they tear off, and leave the rest. 

Capt. Troup did not return to tfce Sirdar 
till this morning. The man who went with 
him has returned ; arid states that the Sirdar 
has blown up the bastion of the Bala Hissar 
which is nearest to the Shor Bazar. There 
is, however, some discrepancy in his account; 
as he states that he saw the Sirdar's men 
parading about on the tops of the very bastion 
that has been destroyed : he also added, that 
they were busily employed in throwing out 
the dead bodies. 

It is a great pity that Gen. Pollock s force 
does not move up. Futteh Jung pays the 
Hindostanees in the Bala Hissar a rupee a day 
to keep watch at the gates; being afraid to 
trust the Affghans. • 

Mahommed Akbar's guns are worked by 
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* * 

three. Chuprassies, two Buglers, and a few 
otheF of our runaways. 

It is said that whenever we leave this place, 
there will be great opposition made to our 
removal; and that various parties will en- 
deavour to get us into their power, 

3 p. m. — Further accounts have just been 
brought in; staling that yesterday's fight, at 
the Bala Hissar, was commenced by Sultan 
Jan. When he got tired, Mahommed Shah 
Khan took his place ; and when he too was 
fatigued, the Sirdar assumed command in 
person. When he brought his gun to bear 
on the mine at the bourj, Futteh Jung ran 
another gun opposite, and blew the Sirdar's 
gun away !— a novel method of firing a train; 
nevertheless it seems the mine was fired ; and, 
by some bungling, Akbar blew up 300 of his 
own men. But Futteh Jung gave in, and the 
Sirdar is supposed to have the Bala Hissar. 
We only obtain such information as the Khan 
and his guard are pleased to communicate ; 
excepting those of our party who perchance 
overhear them speaking amongst themselves; 
when, however, they generally use Pushtoo, to 
preventour understanding them. Four Coolies 



» 

Digitized by Google 



— . , 

* 

THE CAPTIVITY. 173 

have arrived with two tin boxes and two 
baskets from Tezeen. They are supposed to * 
have come from Jellalabad; as all were quickly 
huddled into a room and locked up ; and a 
man despatched to the Sirdar to know his 
pleasure concerning them. 

The packets have been distributed; mostly 
medicine for Dr. Magrath. 

There were letters and newspapers; but * 
those have been sent to the Sirdar. 

In the garden in the evening we heard that 
the Sirdar had sent his salaam, that he was 
master of the Bala Hissar : but just as we en- 
tered the gate we.heard that, so far from that 
being the case, he had only taken the bourj 
above. Now that same bourj above com- 
pletely commands the fort. However, Akbar 
has no guns in it; though by manual labour 
he could easily drag them up. The mountain 
train guns go up on mules well ; and I have 
seen them myself practising over that very 
hill. 

There is another report that Gool Mahom- 
med is to chupao us in four days. We heard 
the report of some juzails between nine and 

teo p. m. 

15. 
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v 

8th.-~ The servants declare, that above 
forty guns were fired last night between 
eleven and twelve; bill some of the officers, 
who were awake, did not hear them any 
more than I did. On the same authority we 
have a rumour of Futteh Jung's having taken 
two of the Sirdar's tents and some ammu- 
nition; and of his having killed forty of his 
Ghazeeas. \ 

TJiey say that the Sirdar sent Zeman Shah 
Khan to treat with Futteh Jung; and to pro- 
pose that the latter should remain king; 
making Akbar his wuzeer ; and that he should 
make over all the guns and. troops to him, to 
go and light the English with. Futteh Jung 
has placed Zeman Shah Khan in confinement, 
until he gets a reply to his message to the 
Sirdar, in which he accedes to his request; 
on condition that he previously places all the 
captives in his hands. 

9ih. — Capt. Mackenzie arrived; and brought 
some newspapers and letters, — those which 
we have been expecting back from the Sirdar : 
and we strongly suspect that he has kept many. 
Mackenzie assures us that Futteh Jung has 
surrendered the Bala Hissar to Akbar Khan; 
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who has demanded all his treasiire, as the 
first step he takes. 

There seems to have been no military ne- 

, cessity for the surrender. One bourj had 
been mined ; but traverses might have beea 
thrown up to render the place perfectly se- 
cure from any AfTghan attack. It is proba- 
ble that the Arabs were intimidated by the 
effect of the mine; that being a species of 
warfare they particularly dread. Futteh 
Jung had held out for a month— the time, it 
is said, he had promised to do so; and Pol* 
lock's force not moving to his succour, he 
probably became disheartened. He now has 
not only lost his treasure; but it is likely he 

• may lose his life also : for he never can feel 
safe whilst in the power of Akbar and Ma- 
hommed Shah. The latter resides in the Bala 
Hissar; the former in the Shor Bazar. Both 
Mahommed Shah and Sultan Jan were wound- . • 
ed in the explosion of the bourj, by % tones 
falling on their heads. 

Pollock's force is suffering from sickness ; 

. occasioned by the great heat of Jellalabad. 
Col. Parsons' arrangement only extend to 
camels and carriage cattle as far as Peshawer. 
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Capt. Mackeson, with great difficulty, pre- 
vailed on them to go as far as Jellalabad; but 
no further : and immense exertions have 
been made to enable the force to leave that 
place. The arrangements are, we hear, 
nearly completed : but now that Akbar has 
money (18 lakhs, it is said) at his command, 
he may raise troops to harass ours. 

Gen. Nott is said still to be encamped on 
this side of Khelat-i-Gilzie. A week or ten 
days ago, one brigade might have taken Gabul 
without opposition. 

The Aflghans are very jealous of any people 
coming to us ; lest we should obtain infor- 
mation. A young man of great respectabi- 
lity, who came to bring some thiogs for 
Capt. Johnson a few days since, has been 
lined 6000 rupees; and in addition to that 
has been tortured, and had all his nails torn 
out. 

10 ft. — A slight earthquake in the morning; 
and four shocks during the night. 

lith. — Our guard is increased by thirty 
men. 

The fruit in the garden is sold to a Khoord ; 
who says, if we will pay him a few rupees, 
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we may eat any we like : but the grapes are 
sour, and will not be ripe for these six weeks 
at least. The sour plums make preserves. 

It appears very uncertain what power 
Akbar really possesses. The Kuzzilbashes 
occupy the gate which commands their quar- 
ter. Mahommed Shah Khan has one. Punch 
Jung is still king, and lives in the interior of 
the Bala Hissar. Akbar still inhabits a house 
in the Shor Bazar. 

42*ft.— A Hindostanee was severely beaten 
at the gate; being suspected of bringing in 
news. 

13th. — A Peshawer-i-Suwar was beaten, 
and had his horse taken from him, for at- 
tempting to come here s if he had any letters, 
they were not discovered. 

Various reports to-day : some, that our 
troops are at Gundamuk; and others that the 
forces both at Jellalabad and at Kandahar, etc. 
are all retreating to the provinces, and leav- 
ing us to enjoy the gentle mercies of pur 
captors. 

iAih. — Ali Mahommed Khan says that We 
shall not leave this fort : that even if Akbar 
meditated our removal, the various tribes, by 
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whom we are surrounded, would look to 

their own interests; and interfere to get us 
into their own hands. This agrees with what 
Dost Mahommed Khan told us at Zanduh; 
that the Sirdar had been peremptory in 
ordering our removal to Cabul; but that 
he had; in so doing, committed a great mis- 
take; as he would probably find out in three 
or four days after our arrival at the capital : 
and when it would be too late to rectify his 
error. 

15fft. — Inconsequence of having yesterday 
given a rupee to the Khoordish Baghwan, he 
had this evening two dallies of the finest mul- 
berries the garden produced (the Bedanas) 
ready for us; nicely cooled by the rill. of the 
stream, and covered with a shower of roses. 
We tilled our basket ; and sat and ate the fruit 
under the vines: and look forward to delicious 
sherbet from the flowers to-morrow. 

16f/i. — Towards morning we were awa- 
kened by such a noise, that we could not 
possibly imagine it to be less than a chupao ; 
on inquiry it proved to be a row between an 
ayah and a bearer. 

The on-dit of to-day is, that 4000 Sikhs are 
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to hold Jellalabad, whilst our troops come up 
to CabuL The Affghans say that eight of 
our regiments are at Gundamuk. On the 
arrival of the force it is expected by the 
Affghans that Akbai 1 and Mahommed Shah will 
flee; but that very few of their followers will 
accompany them. They will take us with 
them ; either to Mecca or Room ! By the latter 
they mean Constantinople. 

They tell us that Futteh Jung is a prisoner. . 

Late in the evening news arrived that Kam- 
ran (who, by-the-bye, we heard was put to 
death by his minister, Yai Mahommed, some 
time sinfce) is coming with an army from 
Herat ; to form a coalition with Futteh Jung, 
Akbar, the Ghilzyes, and all the Affghan 
chiefs. They are to go down and fight our 
force : if they are successful, we are to remain 
as we are; if not, to be sent via Charekar to 

■ 

Turkistan. 

* • • 

A report prevalent amongst the Affghans 
that our force has marched from Jellalabad: 
and that we consequently shall soon be re- 
moved from hence. 

The Prince Futteh Jung is still in confine- 
ment. Mahommed Akbar Khan, Mahomineil 
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Shah Khan, and the Ghilzye chiefs, are bent 
on having him put to death. Zeman Shah 
Khan, and the more moderate party, oppose 
it : not from affection for us or him, but as a 
measure of better policy. The Ghazeeas, 
however, are determined to steep the chiefs as 
deeply in blood as they can, to prevent the 
possibility of their making any terms with 
us. They say the captives shall not be taken 
away from Cabul; and that if the Sirdar or 
any of the Ghilzye chiefs attempt to fly, they 
will put them to death. 

Zeman Khan wishes the Sirdar to send 
him to Jellalabad to treat ; taking the captives 
with him. This Akbarwill ndthear of: and 
they have had a quarrel, ending in a fight. 
The sound of cannon has been heard; also 
vol lies of musketry. A grand battle is to come 
off on Sunday. 

18£/i. — Waterloo day. — It seems that we 
are to be sent via the Kohistan to Bokhara. 
Mackenzie writes, that we are to be prepared 
for a sudden move. 

\9tk. — A letter is said to have arrived from 
Gen. Pollock to Akbar; who, with Futteh 
Jung and all the chiefs, is going in four days 
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to Jellalabad to salaam. The Ameer is on 
his way up to resume the throne. 

21s*.— Henry's birthday; celebrated by a 
great battle in Cabul ; in which Akbar has 
been victorious ; though he has lost from sixty 
to eighty men. 

Zeman Shah Khan is said to have been 
made prisoner, with both his sons. 

Another report states, they have all three 
escaped : also, that Zeman was surrounded in 
a fort, but contrived to get away from it. He 
had eighteen guns out; and the Sirdar had as 
many : the latter is going 'down to Jellalabad, 
to give battle to the English force there. 

22rf. — Various reports to-day : — That 
Zeman Khan lost fifteen guns yesterday, and 
alibis treasure:— that to-morrow there will 
be a great fight between the Sirdar and Khan 
Shireen Khan. 

Later accounts in the evening state that 
Khan Shireen has made his salaam; and that 
we are to go to the Bala Hissar. Plenty of 
firing heard by us : said by some to be fight- 
ing; by others to be salutes in honour of 
FutlehJung being declared king. 

23tf.-r-The Dost is not to come up until 
ii. 16 
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after the rains. No chance of our removal at 
present. 

25th.— Mackenzie and Troup arrived. 

Colonel Palmer is said to have been Jor- 
tjired at Ghuzn.ee. Mohun Lull has been 
seized, and tortured. Humza Khan has been 
imprisoned by the Sirdar. Ali ftega, Naib 
Shu reef, and Jan Fishan Khan have filed: the 
latter's two sons have been murdered. Osman 
JUian (the late wuzeer) has been seized by 
AKbar. Nott is said to have returned to 
Kandahar ; after putting to death" all his 
^ffghan captives, and blowing up Kelat-i- 
Ghilzie. This seems (if true) to be a strange 
proceeding, if we are to retain the country; 
as the fortress was but just completed., and 
was considered an indispensable site for a gra- 
nary and depdt of troops. Major Rawlinson's 
opinion is, that our troops will all be with- 
drawn. in the autumn : butthisdoes not square 
with the order, received by Ali Bega from 
Pallas, to lay in all the provisions he can 
possibly store in Cabul. 
* Ali Mahommed tells us that the Khyberries 
have risen ; and that we have sent two re- 
giments and two guns against them : but there 
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is an inkling that more guns have arrived al 
Jellalabad ; and therefore we might have sent 
a force to protect them on their way up. 
They say, also, that Pollock has actually 
moved up as far as Gundamiik; and there is a 
report that our men at Buddeeabad have beeii 
set at liberty by our troops ; who blew up the 
fort, and also that at Tighree. 

2Gih. — A report that 10,000 Sikhs haVS 
come up from Peshawer ; that they are in the . 
Lughman valley; have destroyed Tighree \ 
and, fearing a chupao on Buddeeabad, all 
the prisoners there were brought away : the^ 
were fed on bread and water only after we left 
them. The day after our departure, Mrs. 
Wade (wife of a sergeant) changed her attire, 
threw off the European dress, and adopted thfe 
costume of the Musulmans ; and, professing 
to have changed her creed also, consorted 
with the Nazir of oiir inveterate enemy, 
MahommedShah Khari ; and gave informatioh 
of some plans laid by the men for their escape; 
which nearly caused theni all to have theft 
throats cut. Waving reported to Her AflgHsin . 
paramour the manner in which her husband 
liad Secreted some feblcl mohhrS ih hli jtf rirt&, 
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be was of course plundered of them. The 
Hindostanees were stripped of every article of 
clothing they possessed; and had even the rags 
taken off their sores, to ascertain there was 
no money concealed : they were then turned 
out. Some got to Jellalabad ; through the 
kindness of a Hindu Bunneah, who sent them 
down on a jhala; others have been made 
slaves. Of the unfortunate servants, Mrs. 
Sturt and I left behind us, we have no 
tidings. 

The Europeans found it dreadfully hot at 
Buddeeabad ; and most of them were attacked 
by fever : their only remedy being bleeding 
with a penknife; in which Mr. Blewitt was 
very successful. One man (Sergt. Reynolds), 
who was left there with a broken arm, died of 
lockjiw. 

Sergt. Fare brought with him the colour of 
the 44th, which has been before mentioned. 
A few days after Capt. Souter's arrival at Bud- 
deeabad, Brig. Shelton expressed a wish that 
the colour should be givsn to his servant 
(Moore, of the 44th) ; for the purpose of 
sewing it in a piece of cloth ; and to keep it 
in his possession. Previous to our quitting 
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Buddeeabad, the Brigadier suggested lhat the 
colour should be left with Sergt. Fare; who, 
wilh the party lhat was left at the fort, would, 
it was expected, be released before those who 
proceeded to Cabul. Sergt. Fare kept the 
colour concealed by wrapping it round him; 
and when he joined us here (at Shewakee) he 
made it over to Gen. Shellon ; who retains it 
in his possession. 

Of so incorrect a personage as Mrs. Wade I 
shall only further say, that she is at Mahom- 
med Shah Khan's fort with her Affghan lover; 
and has taken with her young Stoker. As he 
is the son of a man in Sale's regiment, I am 
doing all* I can to get the Sirdar (through 
Capt. Troup's entreaty) to have him brought 
here; and again placed under Mrs. Burnes's 
care. She and her infant are looking very 
miserable, as are most of the men. 

Col. Stoddart and Capt. Arthur Conolly 
are prisoners at Bokhara. The latter had 
been enthusiastically employed in endea- 
vouring to effect the release of the slaves in 
Kokan. The king of Bokhara conquered the 
chief of that country; and placed Conolly in 
confinement at Bokhara. He and his fellow- 

16. 
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prisoner, by the last accounts, had been 426 
days confined in a dungeon underground, 
without light : they had never changed their 
clothes, nor washed ; and their food was let 
down to them once in four or five days. A 
native, who had compassion on them, received 
a message through the person who look their 
food to them 5 and through him Conolly has 
communicated with his family here; who, 
alas! are now powerless to assist him. 

We ate the first really ripe apricots (zerda- 
loos) and cherries (gulas) brought iri from the 
city : but the produce of the Kohistan, the 
aloo baloo, or sour wild cherry, in the garden, 
is now pretty ripe ; and the apricots and some 
of the green plums are ripening. The peach 
of this garden is very inferior to what I used 
to purchase last year. The best apricot in it 
is the white one; it is called kysee; and has a 
flavour of rose-water. 

The red plum is not permitted to ripen pro- 
perly : it has some flavour; and is called tur- 
nasooL the green plum looks something 
like a greengage ; but has no flavour except 
that of eau sucree. 

It issald,oh the authority of Ser&t. Wad&,— 
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who was informed by liis wife, who professed 
to have her information from Mahommed 
Shah Khan's family, — that we are all going to 
be sent to Bokhara. There is also a report, 
not however traceable to any foundalioh, that • 
Pollock's force is not to mo^ upwards Until 
the middle of August. 

28th. — An earthquake about H a. m., arid 
another about 9 p. m.; sufficient both times io 
make the roof creak. 

We have heard from undoubted authority 
that Mahommed Akbar Khan said in tHe 
durbar, before he left Cabul to follow our 
troops in January, that it was his i n ten t ion to 
go and kuttle kurra, or cut the throats of all bur 
force; and, after that, let them beware,— 
meaning the chiefs. He seems to be now ve- 
rifying his promise; and is, by all account, 
squeezing as much wealtlr as he can out of all 
those who are in his power; ahd disgustitig 
every one of them. 

29th. — JanFishan Khan has escaped to Jel- 
lalabad. Khan Shireen Khan, and many 6f 
those friendly to the English, have retired • 
Ittto m Hills. 

3<M.— Troup lfeft iis; iakiri& part (if hiy 
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journal, and plenty of letters ; as it is said he 
is to be sent to Jellalabad. Mackenzie is ill 
with fever ; and unable to go with him. 

July 1st. — The Sirdar has promised that 
Stoker shall be sent back to us; but he has 
not yet arrived. 

3rd. — Troup arrived; and brought us a 
comb and two caps from Mahommed Rufeek. 
The Sirdar still talks of sending him to Jella- 
labad ; but says he must wait four or five days, 
as he, the Sirdar, is busy collecting his reve- 
nue. The hostages are all coming here to- 
morrow or next day. I fear their arrival will 
crowd us very much ; and at present we have 
Mackenzie, Waller, and Melville laid up with 
fever. 

Timor Shah says that if the English will 
support him on his father's throne, well and 
good; if not, that he will prefer going to 
Loodianah* on a pension. 

A man has just come in, and reports that 
our troops are in the Lughman valley. We 
conclude they are foraging parties, collecting 
grain. 

Ath. — The Cabullees say they will cut 
Akbar in pieces, before they will permit ij§ to 
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be taken away. The hostages are sold to 
Akbar for 400 gold mohurs. ' 

Sullan Khan, said to be made Sirdar-i- 
Sirdaran. 

5th. — The Wuzeer Akbar Khan went to 
reside in the Bala Hissar. Troup, who left 
us, had to follow him there with Pottinger. 

6th. — All the hostages are to come here; 
except Conolly, who is to remain with the 
Wuzeer in the Bala Hissar. There are reports 
that our troops have left Kandahar; having 
received a number of camels from Sindh. 
When the cossid started, they had made three 
marches hitherwards. Asa cossid takes eight 
or ten days to come, they must have left Kan- 
dahar about the 26lh or 28th. They have 
twenty-two marches thence to Cabul ; which, 
with the detention at Ghuznee, and on the 
road, if they have any fighting, will retard the 
arrival of the force until from the 25lh instant 
to the 1st of August. 

Akbar has ordered the ditch round the 
Bala Hissar to be cleaned out ; and proposes 
sending 6000 men, under Mahommed Shah 
Khan, to occupy the passesbetween this place 
and Jellalabad. But his grand battle is to take 
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place here, on the plain in front of the feata 
Hissar. Akbar has ordered every one to be 
fined who addresses him, or speaks of him, 
otherwise than as the wuzeer. Mrs. Burnes' 
child died; and was buried under the hill : 
the service was performed by Mr. Eyre. 

1th. — The news we heard yesterday is 
confirmed by Troup and Conolly; with this 
addition from the Khan, that Timor Shah is 
proclaimed King of Kandahar, Col. Palmer 
is said to have died at Ghuznee. When Ma- 
hommed Akbar Khan went to the durbar the 
day we left Cabul, prepared for his journey, 
and publicly declared that it was his in- 
tention to kallle kurra all the English, Zeman 
Shah Khan sent to Conolly, who wrote off to 
Major Potlinger, to put him on his guard. 
This letter arrived at Bhoodkhak while l?ot- 
tinger and Akbar were in .conference : the 
treating went on notwithstanding, and the 
result was the hostages being given. At this 
time, the people at Cabul all supposed that, as 
Akbar had only about 300 men with him, we 
should make him prisoner. 

When Shah Shoojah was killed, a letter 
to found oh hiiri from fcapt. Macgregor, 
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dated in April ; telling him to hold out fifteen 
days longer, and he should have assistance. 
1 The Nawaub Zeman Shah Khan has spent 
two lakhs in raising men on our side 5 and in 
feeding troops to act against Akbar. He has 
still 1000 men ; but now wants money, fie 
also fed hundreds of wretched Jlindostanees, 
who were starving in Cabul; great numbers 
of whom were seized, sold for one and two 
rupees each, and sent to Turkislan. Zeman 
Shah Khan did every thing in his power to 
|)ut a stop to this. 

Stlu— Mishdeeri, in the Ahmedzye country, 
S. E. of Tezeen, belongs to Sultan Khan. 
This is the place we are likely to go to, if Ave 
are removed from hence. When little Tootsey 
(Capt. Anderson's,child) was carried off in the 
Khoord Cabul pass, she was taken direct to 
Cabul : and the Khan rode up and down the 
streets with her; offering her for sale for 
4000 rupees. After some negotiation regard- 
ing the price, Conolly purchased the child ; 
who was in the hands of Amenoollah Khan! 
A plot was laid to take Conolly's life, and that 
of the other hostages; but Taj Mahommed 
Khan gave them timely warning not to attend 
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the King, should Ihey be sent for. The re- 
storation of the child was a good pretext : and 
Amenoollah tried to persuade them to go and 
thank the king for his kindness; when, as 
soon as they reached the door, they were to 
have been assassinated. They made some 
excuse of ill health ; and escaped. Nothing 
could exceed the kindness of Zeman Shah 
Khan, both to the hostages and the little girl; 
who became much attached to her new friends. 
Taj Mahommed Khan, Khan Shireen Khan) 
the Naib Shureef, and many others, did all 
they could, consistently with the safety of 
both parties, to make them comfortable. 

9th. — Two men have come in; who repeat 
the old story of ten days since*, — that there 
has been a great battle at Peshbolak; where 
every man, woman, and child was killed; 
that at Ali Baghan the men were all killed, but 
the women and children spared; and that the 
slaughter of the A Afghans has been great. By 
the account of another cossid, who came in 
yesterday in twelve days from Kandahar, 
Nott's force ought to-day to be at Mookkoor. 

llf/i. — The Wuzeer is to be married toone 
of Amenoollah Khans daughters. 
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Our fever cases to-day consist of Mackenzie, 
Waller, Freddy Eyre, Mrs. Waller, Magrath, 
two ayahs, one or two Hindostanee servants, 
and several soldiers. 

An earthquake at night. 

Major Pottinger arrived. Troup went to 
Jellalabad the night before last. There is a 
report that we are building a fort at Jugdaluk ; 
also that 70,000 men are collecting at Feroze- 
pore; 25,000 of these are to form a corps of 
observation there; 15,000 are now at Kan- 
dahar; and 20,000 at Jellalabad; and 40,000 
are coming from England. These are inde- 
pendent of Gen. Brookes s force in Sinclh. 

I3tli. — The Wuzeer had all the kujavas 
ready to move us in two days ; but the Ca- 
bullees would not let him. 

Yai Mahommed, who is supreme at Kan- 
dahar, having, it is said, Shah Kamran in 
kyde y has invited Akbar to go to him at Herat : 
but he, good man, has other views; such as 
friendship and alliance with the Feringhees. 
He only asks to be acknowledged King of 
Afghanistan; and to have a subsidiary force 
with which lo conquer Bokhara. ■ 

\\th< — Shumshudcen Khan refuses to give 

17 
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up the Ghuznee prisoners. Only Lumsden 
afid his wife are killed. Col. Palmer is said 
to have died of a fever; hut whether brought 
on by the torture said to have been indicted 
on him, or not, is not known. 

Four of our regiments are at Gundamuk; 
erecting a fort. 

Mrs. Trevor gave birth to another girl, to 
add to the list of captives. 

Two earthquakes to-day ; 

i5th. — Mr. Campbell, assistant surgeon of 
the 54lh, who was left at Cabul with the sick of 
the various regiments, came here a few clays 
since to consult regarding Capt. Mackenzie's 
case. It is now decided that he remains here : 
as the men at Cabul are very healthy, and 
we have got what seems very like a gaol fever 
amongst us. 

IGth. — Conolly and Airey came to pay us 
a visit. A letter has been received by the 
Former from Gen. Pollock; who offers to 
exchange all the Aflghan prisoners in Hin- 
dostan against the captives that are in this 
country. He writes, that if Conolly thinks 
his goingt oJellalabad will facilitate arrange- 
mentsj he is to go thither, accompanied by 
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all those who appear to have been forempst 
incivility to us, — Khin Shireen Khan, Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan, etc. (How our friends 
and enemies are here mixed up; for t\\e latter 
chief is our most inveterate foe!) He tells 
him also of the force now in the country, and 
of that expected from Hindostan and England; 
the army of observation to be corrtmanded by 
Sir Jasper Nicholls : and states that if we are 
driven to extremities against the AHghans, 
their punishment will be fearful, Also, that 
if Akbar wishes to make friends with us, he 
ought to give up all our guns. As far as I can 
understand, the captives on both sides are to 
be placed in the hands of the Sikhs. 

1 8r/i. — The Wuzeer, Mahommed Akbar 
Khan, and the Sirdar-i-Sirdaran, Sultan Jan, 
Mahommed Shah Khan, etc., paid a visit 
here; and sat in the garden, which was 
quickly despoiled of all the fruits : no doubt 
greatly to the Khoord's disgust ; although some 
small sum was given to him as a recompence. 

We received letters and papers from Jel- 
lalabad which must have been lying with 
Akbar for above a month. 

Lady Macnaghten Has had a part of her 
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jewels restored to her; but in a sadly broken 
condition. They talk of giving back the rest. 

19*/*. — Half rations issued to us, and no 
meat. This is tb repay Ali Mahommed for 
the expense of feasting the great people yester- 
day, I suppose ; though he saved all the ex- 
pense he could ; sending to one person for tea, 
to another for sugar; and saying it was for 
the Wuzeer, who sent his salaam for it. I 
believe Akbar pays high prices that he may 
have plenty of the best of e\ery thing; and is 
of course cheated by his purveyors : but he 
would never send to us to supply his wants. 

2Qih. — Ali Mahommed Khan reports 
that 1000 men are gone to defend the passes : 
he also hints that we shall be released soon. 

22cf. — Dost Mahommed Khan came. He 
says we shall be kaloss in twenty days; that 
there is to be an exchange of prisoners; and 
that the gSns are to be given up. 

23d. — Commemoration of the capture of 
Ghuznee; over which, in its recaptured state, 
we groan in spirit. An earthquake at night. 

2itli. — At two p. m. Mrs. Sturt presented 
me with a grand-daughter; — another female 
captive. Capt. Troup and Hadje Bukhtian 
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are accepted by Pollock ; who will have nothing 
to do with Major Pottinger. It seems all the 
Politicals are set aside. The terms are, that 
Akbar gives up the guns and all British 
subjects attached to the camp, in exchange 
for the ex-Ameer and all the Affghan pri- 
soners. A truce agreed to for a month : the 
agents to remain at Jellalabad, until Gen. 
Pollock hears from Lord Ellenborough whether 
he will enter into an alliance. 

26th. — They how require that all Shah 
Shoojah's family be given up to Akbar ; to be 
dealt with as best pleases him and Mahommed 
Shah Khan. A report that our force is 
coming up.' 

21th. — Troup arrived from Jellalabad. 
Akbar has deceived us : there is no armistice; 
no collection of revenue by him where our 
troops are. On the contrary, we have taken 
supplies to the extent of six months' provi- 
sions, without payment, in the neighbourhood 
of Jellalabad. 

Nothing had been decided on which tends 
towards our release. 

2Stk. — Troup, who purchased a quantity 

of things of all kinds for us at Jellalabad, 

17. . 
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opened his shop; and I procured arrow root, 
cotton gloves, reels of cotton, tape, soap, jalap 
and cream of tartar. 

Troup left us in the evening, and went to 
the Wuzeer. He expects to be sent to Jella- 
labad; and I gave him more of my Journal, 
to take to Sale. 

30th. — At two this morning Troupand Law- 
rence left us for Jellalabad. We hear that 
orders had been sent to the Kandahar force to 

✓ 

move up; and that there has been some fight- 
ing, and a great many AfTghans killed. On 
inquiry being made, ihe Affghans told the 
following tale : — That one regiment was out 
beyond Lughman, foraging; that in the night 
the people rose, and our troops retired; on 
which we sent 12.000 men! with a park of 
artillery! against which, of course, the Aff- 
ghans could not stand. There has been pro- 
bably some trifling skirmish. The Kandahar 
troops are ordered up; and the Wuzeer told 
Lawrence (who says he never saw him appear 
so angry before) that if our troops advance, 
he should take us all to Bameean, and make 
a present of us to the chiefs of that place : so 
that our prospects appear gloomier than ever. 
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I cannot understand the motive of moving up 
the troops both ways. Nott is to go to Ghuz- 
nee to receive the prisoners : not to fight, but 
only to defend himself if attacked; anil then 
to come here and join Pollock : and, having 
received us, all are to walk back hand in hand. 
We are not to attack Cakul, eic, but to eva- 
cuate the country ; with Akbar, the Ghilzyes, 
the Barukzyes, and all the other Zyes hanging 
on our flanks and rear : and if they can but 
get us to procrastinate, so as to give them the 
advantage of their faithful ally the snow, 
the Aftghans will have the satisfaction of 
destroying another and still larger army this 
year. 

3\st. — Had Skinner lived, he would have 
thrown more light than any other person upon 
the late events; as he was the bearer of the 
messages, more especially of the one sent on 
the night before the Envoy's death, it ii as 
nearly certain as such an event can be, that 
poor Skinner, who was evidently a dupe to 
Akbar Khan, was put to death by his orders. 
At Jugdaluk, after the General, the Brigadier, 
and Johnson were in the Sirdar's power, 
Major Thain went to the other officers and 
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said, " I fear there is treachery : poor Skin- 
ner has been shot; and had the object of the 
Aflghan only been to kill a Feringhee, he 
would not have passed me to shoot him.' 1 
There can be little doubt, that the Sirdar was 
anxious to put out of the way one who could 
give such fearful evidence against him. Tre- 
vor was also much in the Envoy's confi- 
dence ; and he also became a victim. I have, 
however, heard that Skinner was not in reality 
the dupe he appeared to be : and that he had 
expressed to the Envoy his conviction that the 
Sirdar was not trustworthy. Yet, if so, it is 
strange he should have placed the faith he did 
in him during the retreat; and have advised 
our going over to him; — unless indeed he 
saw further into Akbar's policy than others; 
and believed that we should be treated with 
honour and kept by him as a dernier ressort. 
What will now be our fate seems very un- 
certain : but I still think he will not cut 
our throats ; — not out of love to us, but 
because the other chiefs would resent it; 
as, having possession of us, they could 
at least obtain a handsome sum as our ran- 
som. 

The last time Troup came from Jellalabad, 
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ihreer ponies were sent from thence loaded 
with different articles for us : but money was 
put in one of the boxes; and this was known 
to the A Afghans in charge; and ponies and all 
disappeared. I have lost my letters from 
England and the provinces, and from Sale; 
and also newspapers and medicine : the latter 
invaluable; as we are very sickly, and have 
scarcely any, A part of things coming were 
clothes for the captives, sent, by subscrip- 
tion, from the provinces. But the medicine 
is our greatest loss; as this gaol fever seems 
to be going though all the party, ladies, chil- 
dren, officers, men, and servants, bolh male 
and female. I think it arises in great measure 
from malaria. This valley is full of rice culti- 
vation; which is all under water in a stagnant 
state : and we are also devoured by musque- 
toes, which breed there. 

At first we hoped that though the money, 
probably not more than 300 or 400 rupees, 
would be abstracted from ihe boxes, we should 
recover the parcels : but now we have given 
up that hope. 

A letter has been received by Ahmed 
Khan ; stating that every fort from Tighree to 
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Buddeeabad has been sacked by the force 
that have entered the Lughman valley : some 
say ihey are a part of a foraging parly of 
ours; others conjecture that they are our Sikh 
allies. 

. Should the Wuzeer attempt to remove us 
to Bameean, Goolam Mohammed, the father 
of Taj Mahommed, as also the latter, the high 
priest ofCabul, and Khan Shireen Khan, have 
determined to prevent it : but Khan Shireen 
Khan is the very man who had charge of 
the hostages some time since; and assured 
them nothing should induce him to give 
them up : — yet he did so the very next 
day, on the Sirdar sending him 4000 rupees. 
So, much dependence cannot be placed on 
him. 

TheKuzzilbashes ever side with thestrongest 
part) ; and therefore, if our troops come up, 
it is likely that Khan Shireen Khan may keep 
his word. He has many friends in the Huza- 
ra country, through which we must pass; 
and he may direct them to seize us. In that 
case we shall probably, during the conflict 
with our guards, lose the few comforts of 
clothing, etc. which we how possess. 
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A kaflla is going down to Jellalabad ; and 
at the same time Akbar sends 2000 men 
towards that place to- line the passes. He 
sent 3000 some time since ; but their com- 
mander did nol proceed further than Bhood- 
khak ; whence he wrote to the Wuzeer, 
that his force was loo weak to cope with 
Pollock's. 

August 2nd. — Reports that all the forts 
from Tighree to Buddeeabad are destroyed. 

3rd.— An earthquake. 

Ath.— Three more fever cases; and Co- 
nolly very ill. We hear that immediately on 
Troup's arrival at Jellalabad, all our outposts * 
were withdrawn. 

Zeman Shah Khan's party is increasing 
again : and it is thought, if our troops come 
up, that the owner of the fort may side with 
us; and give us arms to resist being taken 
away. v 

6//i. — Mohun Lull says, that letters have 
passed through his hands from several chiefs 
to Gen. Pollock; stating, that if he will 
forbear from injuring the city of Cab'ul, and 
respect their lives and possessions, they will 
engage that we shall not be taken from 
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Cabul. Amongst these chiefs are, the high 
priest, Zeman Shah Khan, Khan Shireen 
Khan, and Goolam Mahommed Khan (father 
of Taj Mahommed) : the latter is in hopes, 
should we obtain the ascendency, that he 
may obtain ofGee, as of old; his family being 
the hereditary Wuzeers. 

1th.— John Conolly died, at thirty-two mi- 
nutes past noon. The Wuzeer has sent a 
Khan to order his coffin ; and oiFers to send 
the body to Jellalabad. 

8^.— -Ahmed Khan informs us, that the 
baggage of the army at Kandahar, has been 
sent out eight miles on the road towards the 
provinces; and that our eighteen-pounders 
at Kandahar have been destroyed. Some 
days since we had a report that the force 
there, consisting, as the AtTghans say, of 
8000 men, have been exterminated, with 
every man, woman, and child thereunto 
appertaining ; arid Kandahar taken and 
burnt. 

Three regiments have been sent from 
Kandahar to reinforce Quetta ; and the story 
concerning the baggage is probably true; 
and Gen. NoU has taken advantage of this 
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force to send down all superfluous baggage, 
and also the sick ; preparatory to a move 
upwards. 

8th. — Camels have come ; but none of 
them are strong enough to carry the coffin ; 
and they say they will send mules at mid- 
day to carry it. 

9th. — Major Pottinger arrived. 

The Wuzeer refuses to allow Conolly's 
body to go to Jellalabad until Troup returns ; 
and then, if all is not peace, he says he will 
not allow him to go, alive or dead. 

There is a report to-day amongst the 
Affghans, that Pollock has written to say, 
that if it is attempted to remove any one 
of us from Cabul, he will lay the city in 
ashes. 

We hear that the Kandahar force is coming 
up; and it is expected that the one from 
Jellalabad will do the same. 

The Sappers and Miners have long been at 
Charbagh; and they generally precede the 
army. 

Conolly was buried at sunset in the garden 
of the fort. 

Hadje Bukhtian writes to his brother 

18 
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Ahmed Khan, that Gen. Pollock has written 
to say it is all one to him whether it is a day 
or a month: but that immediately on the 
arrival of the prisoners he will return to the 
provinces. 

The servants have a report that we are 
forthwith to be taken away, to, or 'towards, 
Bokhara. For two days there have been 
eight camels here, with their surwans ready ; 
which looks as if the Wuzeer meditated our 
removal, in case of the force coming up; or 
to send us to our friends, should the nego- 
tiation prove unsuccessful. 

We heard to-day that the Sappers had 
advanced as far as Gundamuk.. 

iQth. — Troup and Lawrence arrived. I 
received letters, etc. from Sale. No present 
hope of release : nor fear of a move, I trust. 
Nothing appears to have been done beyond 

talk. Pollock has threatened, if we are not 

• • • 

sent down in eight days, to come up and 
destroy Cabul : but Akbar knows, as well as 
he does himself, that Pollock has no' carriage. 
The 1st brigade are gone to Jellalabad. Sale 
writes me, that, in addition to it, he has 
with him the 3d dragoons and a troop of 

. . ti». ;» r i » T- 
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horse artillery : but it does not appear that 
they are coming up further. Indeed, with- 
out more troops to back them, or rather 
to flank them, they cannot come through the * 
passes. They might do it well with three 
brigades, having one on each flank keeping 
the heights and adjacent country. 

A durbar held by Mahommed Akbar, Ma- 
hommed Shah, etc. to consult on the steps 
to be taken regarding Futteh Jung, Ame- 
noollah, the Meerwyse, Zeman Shah, etc. 
who all wrote advising the immediate advance 
of pur troops. A letter from Futteh Jung 
to Gen. Pollock, to that effect, had been in- 
tercepted : but, until Troup's return, it was 
not safe to make any stir in the alfair. 

iilli. — There was a report last night, that 
two Europeans (officers) had been taken pri- 
soners in Cabul ; having come from Kandahar, 
disguised as natives of the country, with 
thirty followers : arxd that they had been 
purchasing up all the gunpowder. 

To-day it is said, the same persons are now 
with the hostages; and that ihey are either 
adventurous persons, who have come tip from 
Nott's brigade, for some purpose, as yet un- 
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known; or that they are part of the Ghuznee 
prisoners, attempting to escape. 

Late in the evening we heard that the above 
tale has arisen out of the arrival of an Arab 
Hadje. He calls himself a soldier of fortune ; 
and offered his services to Gen. Pollock; who 
declined them. He is suspected of being a 
spy ; and has just come from Hindostan. 

The deliberations in the durbar have ended 
in Futteh Jungs being placed in confinement. 

12fft. — All the hostages have come over to 
our fort; and there is a talk of our being all 
sent away,— some say to Soorkhab, four 
marches off, on the confines of the Loghur 
country; others say to the Kohistan, or 
Bameean. 

We know that Sale's brigade, the 3d dra- 
goons, and a troop of horse artillery, were to 
leave Jellalabad for Futleabad on the 6th ; 
which would bring them only fifteen miles 
nearer to us. The women are being sent 
out of the city; and we have packed up our 
little all, to be ready whenever the hookm 
arrives : we have moreover purchased two 
ponies. 

13^.— The republic has . only endured a 
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day. Zeman Shah Khan is again Shah Zeman 
Shah. We heard guns, probably in honour 
of the event. This is news to mark my birth- 
day ; which is not likely to be spent much as 
a jour de fete by a prisoner. 

I fear Zeman is too much in the hands of 
Akbar and Mahommed Shah for him to do us 
any good ; although he is, and ever has been, 
well disposed towards us: he acted with the 
greatest kindness to the English left with 
him ; and when he had no longer power to 
protect them, and they were forcibly taken 
from his house to that of the Bucha Meerwyse 
or high priest of Cabul, he took off his turban, 
placed it at his feet, and protested against the 
measure: and finally sent his eldest son with 
them ; that, in case evil befel them, his family 
should not shrink from sharing in it. The 
priest's professions were great ; but he ended 
in giving the hostages up to Akbar fpr the 
value of 4000 rupees. As they were sold for 
that sum, we tell them they are Akbar's 
slaves. 

There is now an idea, — whether only the 
fertile emanations of prisoners' brains or not, 
time must unfold,— but an opinion prevails, 
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that Akbar is so ungallant as to be heartily 
tired of dragging the women and children 
about the country at his heels; and that, if 
any flight is designed, it "will be that of him- 
self and four hostages; Pottinger, Lawrence, 
and Troup, to be decidedly three of them : we 
are not so certain of the fourth ; but at present 
we have selected either Gen. Shelton or Capt. 
Johnson. 

ISih. — The news of to-day is, that Nott's 
force has left Kandahar; taking Timor Shah 
with them. They are said to have taken the 
route leading to Dera Ismael Khan ; but it is 
thought possible they may, about ninety miles 
from Kandahar, at Gulnarye, strike to the 
north, and pursue that road to Ghuznee; 
which would be far preferable to crossing the 
mountains by the Gholary pass, near the ri- 
ver, and that they will thence cross over to 
the left again to the Abistadeh lake, and fall 
into the regular road to Ghuznee at Mookkoor. 
This is a wild and roundabout- tract of coun- 
try; which is probably not feasible with guns. 
Akbar says, that 5000 men have been sent to 
oppose them. He also says, that our force at 
Jellalabad is in statu quo) but that if it moves 
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lip, we shall be sent off at half ah hour's no- 
tice, to a fine climate, with plenty of ice; 
which we conclude to be Bameean. 

16f/i. — Futteh Jung has made his escape. 

Our troops are reported to have made 
sixteen marches from Kandahar. Akbar pr- . 
dered 5000 men to go and meet them; but it 
is said, he has mustered 400 only. 

ilth.— Mrs. Smith (Mrs. Trevor s servant) 
died of fever and water on the chest. 

i9th. — We hear that the men, who went 
towards Kandahar, have been beaten; and 
that more are to be sent. 

Fiitleh Jung escaped through a hole made in 
the roof; from whence he let himself down 
by a rope. The Wuzeer says he is gone to 
Tagow ; but the general opinion is that he is 
gone to Jellalabad. Troup went to see the 
Wuzeer to-day; who told him, he purposes 
sending for him and Pottinger, to slay with 
hiip in the Bala Hissar. 

A thunder-storm at night, with heavy 
rain ; the lightning vivid ; but it was all over in 
an hour. This storm was immediately pre- 
ceded by an earthquake, between 10 and il 
o'clock. 
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Akbar has written to Lord Ellenborough to 
say he will only treat with him ; and that he 
will not have any thing to do with Gen. 
Pollock; who is " a fool! " This is compli- 
mentary. 

20th.— We heard a great deal of firing in 
the evening. 

Futteh Jung is said to have been taken on* 
the road to Jellalabad : but Abid Khan de- 
clares it h not true. They also say that 
there has been a fight at Gundamuk; that our 
troops have arrived there ; and tbat the 
Affghans have lost several men in their defeat; 
that one of the fugitives has just arrived ; and 
that Akbar will send 5000 more men there. 
They also say, that the Kandahar force is 
within two marches of Ghuznee. Three 
horses are kept ready saddled to start with 
messengers at a moment's notice, night or 
day ; and the Khan says, h6 thinks we shall 
not be here more than three days longer. 

21s*. —The late newspapers have not a little 
amused me. They show that the editors catch 
at every expression, used in any letters they 
have read ; or on any comments they hear on 
news from AlFghanistan. A regular contro- 
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Tersy has arisen between one, who asserts that 
Lady Sale in her letters evinces a strong pre- 
possession in favour of Mahommed Akbar 
Khan, and another, who thinks Lady Sale 
wrote as she did, because she was a priso- 
ner : to which the first rejoins, that he does 
not think Lady S. would, under any circum- 
stances, wri te that which was false. There he 
is right : but I would not have written on the 
subject at all, unless I wrote as I thought : if 
people misunderstand, it is their fault and not 
mine.* Again, they say it were better I had 
never written at all. Perhaps* so : but it 
seems that details were wanting ; my letters 
to Sale gave those ; and he thought them of 
sufficient consequence to send them to- the 
Governor-General and the Commander-in- 
Chief. They were afterwards sent to England 
by the former; and, if the papers tell truth, 
excited some attention in the highest circles. 
As to my " great prepossession'' in favour of 
Akbar, my greatest wish is, that Gen. Nott's 
force should march up to Ghuznee; release 
the prisoners there ; and then that a simulta- 
neous movement should take place of Nott's 
and Pollock s forces upon Cabul . Once again 



Digitized 



2U LADY SALE'S JOURNAL. 

in power, here, I would place Akbar, Ma- 
hommed Shah, and Sultan Jan hors de corn- 
bat; befriend those who befriended us, and let 
the Affghans have the Ameer Dost Mahommed 
Khan back, if they like. He and his family 
are only an expense to us in India; we can 
restore them, and make friends with him. 
Let us first show the Affghans that we can 
both conquer them, and revenge the foul 
murder of our troops ; but do not let us disho- 
nour the British name by sneaking out of the 
country, Iik # e whipped Pariah dogs. Afghan- 
istan will become a byword amongst the na- 
tions. .Had we retreated, as poor Sturt pro- 
posed, without baggage, with celerity (forced 
marches to get through the snow), and had 
the men stood by us (a doubtful point, — they 
were so worn out and dispirited), we might 
have figured in history ; and have cut out Xe- 
nophon's account of the retreat of the 10,000. 

As to the justice of dethroning the Ameer 
Dost Mahommed, and setting up ShahShoojah, 
I have nothing to say regarding it : nor re- 
garding our policy in attempting to keep pos- 
session of a country of uncivilised people, so 
far from our own ; whence all supplies of ani- 
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rnunition, money, etc., must be obtained. 
Let our Governors-General and Commanders- 
in-chief look to that; whilst I knit socks for 
my grand-children : but I have been a sol- 
dier s wife too long to sit down tamely, whilst 
our honour is tarnished in the sight and opi- 
nion of savages. Had our army been cut to 
pieces by an avowed enemy, whether, in the 
field or the passes— let them have used what 
stratagems they pleased, — all had been fair. 
Akbar had shone as another William Tell ; 
he had been the deliverer of his country from 
a hateful yoke imposed on them by Kallirs : 
but here he stands, by his own avowal freely 
made, the assassin of the Envoy; — not by 
proxy, but by his own hand. I do believe, he 
only meant to make him prisoner; for the 
purpose of obtaining better terms and more 
money : but he is a man of ungovernable pas- 
sions; and his temper when thwarted is fero- 
cious. He afterwards professed to be our 
friend; — we treated with him; — great was 
the credulity of those who placed conlidence 
in him : still ihey blindly did so ; — even after 
the letter was received from Conolly, at 
Bhoodkhak, confirming the previous warnings 
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of his intentions towards us. He followed 
us, with his blood-thirsty "Ghilzyes. Ma- 
hommed Shah Khan, his principal adviser, I 
might almost say his master, is the most in- 
veterate of our enemies. Akbar is a jovial 
smooth-tongued man; full of compliments 
and good fellowship; and has the knack of 
talking over both kalfirs and true believers. 

To our cost, he did talk our chiefs over ; 
and persuaded them of his friendship; but 
said that those sugs (dogs) of Ghilzyes were 
intent on murder and plunder; and totally 
unmanageable. In this way he hovered on 
our flanks and rear : and when our people 
were massacred andhisbloodhounds in human 
shape were tolerably glutted with their blood, 
the scene was changed ; although it was con- 
stantly reacted. In the distance, a group of 
horsemen invariably appeared : they were 
beckoned to; questioned as to what chief 
was present, — it was invariably Akbar, who 
always pretended good faith, said his 300 
horsemen were too few to protect us from the 
Ghilzyes, etc., — and then, the following day 
witnessed a repetition of the slaughter, and 
pretended friendship; for that this friendship 
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was a mere pretence, was acknowledged by 
him when he said, " I was the man who 
killed your Envoy with my own hand ; I des- 
troyed your army ; I threw aside all ties of 
family, deserted every thing, for the faith of 
Islam; and now I am left to bear the oppro- 
brium heaped on me by the Feringhees, # 
whilst no one supports me : but were I in 
power, I would make the chiefs remember 
it! " and then he uttered maledictions on their 
heads. He has kept his word; has been a 
bitter enemy to all who have shown the 
slightest kindness to us; and grinds their 
money out of them by threats and torture. 

A woman's vengeance is said to be fearful ; 
but nothing can satisfy mine against Akbar, 
Sultan Jan, and Mahommed Shah Khan. 
Still I say that Akbar, having, for his own 
political purposes, done as he said he would 
do — that is, destroyed our army, — letting 
only one man escape to tell the tale, as Dr. 
Biydon did, — and having got the families 
into his possession;— I say, having dorie this, 
be has ever since we have been in his hands, 
treated us well : — that is, honour has been 

respected. It is true that we have not common 
U, 19 
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comforts; but what we denominate such are 
unknown to Affghan females: they always sleep 
on the floor, sit on the floor, etc. — hardships 
to us. We have bought common charpoys at 
two rupees each; that is, a bed formed by 
four poles and ropes tied across and across 
" them. Had we tables and chairs, we have 
not space for them ; so many inhabit the same 
apartment. Individually I have no right to 
complain on this,subject 5 as Lady Macnagh- 
ten, Mrs. Mainwaring, Mrs. Boyd, Mrs. Sturt, 
and I, occupy the same apartment. Capt. 
Boyd makes his bed 011 the landing-place of 
the stairs, or on the roof of the house; so that 
we have no man-kind amongst us, except 
the Boyd's two little boys, and Mrs. Main- 
waring's baby. This little fellow was born 
just before the insurrection broke out in Cabul 
(in October) : his father had gone with Sale's 
brigade; and we always call him Jung-i-Ba- 
hadur. 

After so long enduring the misery of having 
gentlemen night and day associated with us, 
we have found this a great relief. 

The Wuzeer gives us rations of meat, rice, 

otlah, ghee, and oil } and lately fruit. At 
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first oqr food was dressed for us; but it was 
so greasy and disgusting, that we asked leave 
to cook for ourselves. That again was a mat- 
ter of taste : one person likes what another 
does not. By us, a strong cup of coffee is 
considered a luxury; whilst an Affghan the 
other day, who had some given to him (he had 
never tasted any before), pronounced it bitter 
and detestable. 

It is true, we have been taken about the 
country; exposed to heat, cold, rain, etc.; 
but so were their own women. It was, and 
is, very disagreeable : but still we are, de facto, 
prisoners; notwithstanding Akbarstill persists 
in calling us — honoured guests : and, as cap- 
tives,! say we are well treated. He hasgiven 
us common coarse chintz, and coarse long- 
cloth, too, wherewith to clothe ourselves ; — 
1 must not use the word dress : and making 
up these articles has given us occupation; 
increased by having to work with raw cotton, 
which we have to twist into thread for our- 
selves. We suffered more from uncleanliness 
•that anything else. It was above ten days 
after our departure from Cabul, before I had 
the opportunity to change my clothes, or even 
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to take them off and put them on again, and 
wash myself : and fortunate were those who 
did not possess much live stock. It was not 
until after our arrival here (at Spewakee, 
near Cabul) that we completely got rid of lice, 
which we denominated infanlry : the fleas, 
for which Affghanistan is famed (and particu- 
larly Cabul), we call light cavalry. 

The servants, of course, were worse off 
than ourselves; and, not having as good ward- 
robes as we had, communicated their pests, 
of the insect tribe, to the children they carried 
about; and thus the mothers obtained a 
double share. Bugs have lately made their 
appearance; but not in great numbers : the 
flies torment us ; and the musquitoes drive us 
half mad. But these annoyances, great as 
they are, are the result of circumstances 
which cannot be controlled ; and when I say 
this, I suppose I shall again be accused of pre- 
possession in favour of the Wuzeer. We 
ought, however, to bear in mind, that the Aff- 
ghans are not addicted to general ablution : 
they wash their hands before and after their 
meals, which is but comme il faut, as they eat 
with their fingers ; and they constantly wear 
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the same clothes a month. This is not eco- 
nomy. The Wuzeer will take his balh per- 
haps once a week; and change his clothes : 
and the women never think of doing so often- 
er; and only open their hair at such times; 
which is kept smooth for that period by the 
application of gum to its innumerable plaits. 
Here again is a difference between their 
tastes and ours, who so enjoy bathing twice 
a day. 

The garden, or rather vineyard and or- 
chard, I consider a great luxury : we walk 
in it every evening for an hour or two. A 
strong guard is placed there : but, except 
when it has been lately changed, the men do 
not annoy us. At such times they dodge 
about after us; but otherwise do not. Last 
evening, for instance, sixteen men, armed at 
all points, sat down in a row in the centre 
walk; and laughed and joked together : five 
or six were sitting eating grapes on the top 
of the summer-house ; and a few were post- 
ed, seated on the walls; whilst we walked 
here and there where we pleased. 

When we have marched since we left Bud- 

deabad, Mahommed Shah's family, and some 
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others, have accompanied us; and the best 
camels, largest kujavas, etc., have been se- 
lected for them 5 and when carriage runs 
short, they are served first. But this is only 
what we must expect. Mahommed Shah 
I^han, too, preferred Mrs. Sturt's riding- 
horse to his own; and took it.. Mine was 
sent to Jellalabad. When Mackenzie went 
there, he rode, and lamed it; and it was left 
behind. There I was fortunate; as Sale has 
got it. Luckily I had a few rupees; ancj the 
only day I was not provided with a horse to 
ride, I hired one for two rupees six anas, a 
mere baggage pony; but it carried me safely. 

Nothing can exceed the folly I have seen in 
the papers regarding my wonderful self; — 
how I headed the troops, etc., etc. It puts 
me in mind of Goldsmi th's verses on Mrs. Blaze; 
in which he remarks, that 11 the king himself 
has followed her, when she has gone before 
and certainly I have thus headed the troops; 
for the chiefs told me to come on wilh them 
for safety sake : and thus I certainly did go 
far in advance of the column : but it was no 
proof of valour, though one of prudence. 

Troup and Pottinger have been told to be 
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in readiness to go in to-morrow morning : 
so I now make up my packet, in case an op- 
portunity should offer by which Troup can 
send it to Sale. 

The only thing that has given me pleasure 
in the Indian papers, is a subscription set on 
foot by the civilians, to purchase a sword, to 
be presented to Sale; because it shows that 
they appreciate his conduct ; and I know that 
he will value it most highly. I hear that after 
Futteh Jung was placed in conlinement, his 
family had all their jewels, etc. taken away ; 
to the value of twenty lakhs. Some say thi$ 
was done by Akbar and Sultan Jan; others, 
by Mahommed Shah Khan. The latter had 
taken a lesson in such actions, when he de- 
spoiled Lady Macnaghten of her valuables. 

22d August.— Our friends went back to 
the Wuzeer; and took my packets with 
them. 

The Affghans still talk of some defeat they 
have experienced near Soorkhab : whence the 

celebrated miner has returned discomfited 

. ... 

and wounded; and says he will not attempt 
to cope with our force. The Wuzeer has 
made the people of Cabul take their oath on 
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the Koran to stand by him 5 and great ex- 
citement prevails in the city. Futteh Jung 
has arrived safely at Jellalabad-, and has 
written from thence, that, if Akbar is his 
father's son, he will meet him in fair fight; 
for which purpose there is said to have been 
held a grand muster of troops on the Siah 
Sung plain; amounting lo 25, 000 infantry and 
5,000 horse, who are to be headed by Akbar 
in person. I can scarcely believe that he 
will set his fortunes on the issue of a battle. 
A fair field and no favour is what we want : 
but he would be mad to meet our disciplined 
troops on the plain ; when he knows thai the 
fastnesses of his country give him every ad- 
vantage over us, wilh any rabble he can col- 
lect. Besides, he is all but supreme now. 
He wishes to be king : but Zeman Khan has 
again got a strong party in his favour; and is 
endeavouring to regain the throne. 

23d.— The prisoners from Ghuznee arrived 
quite unexpectedly : — Col. Palmer, Capt. 
Burnett (54lh), Harris, Nicholson, Poett, 
Alston, Williams, Crawford, and Thompson. 

Akbar says, he will send us away in three 

or four days, either to Bameean, Zoormut, or 
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Soorkhab ; twenty miles off, on the borders 
of the Loghur country. 

24^.— Sultan Jan left Cabul with 300 
men; to reinforce Shumshudeen, who has 
been signally defeated, we hear, at Carabagh; 
escaping with only twenty men. Some say 
Nott's force achieved this victory ; but others 
that the Huzaras rose against him : so pro- 
bably British gold has been weighed in the 
balance, and found more ponderous than the 
hatred of the Kaffirs. 

Being greatly in want of medicine, 
Mr. Campbell went to the Sirdar to get some 
from Cabul; and he told him we were to 
move to-night or to-morrow. Mrs. Anderson, 
being too ill to travel, remains here. 

25th. — A sudden order arrived for our re- 
moval; with a report, that Futteh Jung's and 
al,l the female royal family were to accompany 
us. Capt. Troup arrived in the evening to 
see us off, by Akbar's command. Mrs. An- 
derson, her husband and children, remained 
at the fort. Akbar has ordered every atten- 
tion to be paid to her and the gentlemen; 
Mr. Campbell being left with the party to 
afford medical aid. Mrs. Trevor and eight 
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children are also left here, in consequence 
of her being seriously ill wilh fever; as also 
one of her children. A man of the 44lh died 
of fever to-day ; and was buried in the garden. 
Soon after the moon rose we left the fort; 
camels for kujavas and fifty ponies having 
been sent for our accommodation. All our 
ponies, etc., were taken from us; and on our 
removal, a certain number were sent. We 
fortunately purchased two ponies to carry 
our baggage. We were told we were to go 
to Killa Kazi, about seven miles from Cabul : 
but we made a long detour to avoid the city; 
and crossed the Loghur river : the road was 
very tolerable. After proceeding about live 
miles we came to several forts on our right ; 
the first a large one; and were told it was 
called Killa Kazi. We passed a succession 
of forts on either side; but there was scarcely 
any ojie to be seen except a few men watch- 
ing their grain heaps in the fit Ids. On the 
right appeared much cultivation; judging 
from the dark shade; which, with an ill de- 
fined line of irregular mountains, was all we 
could even speculate upon in the way of sce- 
nery. We had with us ten soldiers; so ill 
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with fever as lo require to be carried in ku- 
javas : and Capt. Mackenzie and Lieut. Eyre 
were also suffering. 

I was the only lady who rode ; the others 
preferring the kujavas; on account of their 
children. 

2Gtli. — At daybreak we were still travelling ; 
and near sunrise found ourselves just oppo- 
site lo Cabul; and about two miles distant, 
as the crow flies, from Baber's tomb. We 
saw the wall on the hill quite distinctly. 
We did not arrive at our ground till past seven : 
and took up our stations under some trees 
near the fort; which, 1 have been told, is ' 
called Kundah. Here there was no admit- 
tance; as Sultan Jan was in it, with his rein- 
forcements for Ghuznee. This disproves a 
report of yesterday; to the effect that ihe 
people of Cabul had insisted on having Sul- 
tan Jan as a hostage for our safety. He had 
a number of good horses with him : and we 
recognised the Envoy's grey. His army con- 
sisted of about thirty men; but Inshallah ! he 
is lo be joined by lakhs. We are said to be 
guarded by 1000 men : but 300 were nearer 
ihe mark. During the morning we were 
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joined by Dr. Berwick, Lieut. Evans, and 
the European soldiers who were left sick 
when we evacuated Cabul : they form a total 
of thirty-seven ; but a few have been left for 
want of carriage, which is lo be furnished ; 
and they are to be sent after us ; as also 
Lieut. Haughton. We this morning recog- 
nised the summer-house above Baber's tomb, 
Kerghah and the Pughman hills. 
' Judging from the lime that we were tra- 
velling, about twelve hours; and taking the 
rate of the camels at about two miles per 
hour, deducting a fourth for halt; we esti- 
mate the distance we have gone at eighteen 
miles. * 

A letter has been received from Kandahar : 
Nott has marched in three columns with only 
6000 men. He sent his camels out to graze 
the 3d March; and lost 2000. He left Kan- 
dahar on the 28th. 

Shumshudeen has retired on Ghuznee : 
and, by the last accounts, Gen. INott was 
within len miles of that fortress. He is ex- 
pectedat Cabul on the 1st. Pollock's force 
is to move on the 20th. We are lo march at 
moon-rising. We witnessed a parade of tell- 
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ing off the guards, etc. ; and heard the re- 
treat beat off at sunset. They use our drums 
and lifes; and have some bugles with which 
they sound for us to halt or advance. The 
sentries planted round our camp are a per- 
fect farce. These men are the Pultans ; who 
have no knives, and are mostly armed with 
our own muskets : I saw them place their 
pickets, in imitation of ours; and sentries 
walked backwards and forwards, with a 
ramrod in their hand; having stuck the 
butt end of the musket in the earth at their 
posts : so that, were it of any use, we might 
easily overpower them. We asked to be 
admitted into the fort : but though ihey said 
we might occupy one room when vacated by 
Sultan Jan ; after his departure, they insulted 
the gentlemen who went to get it ready for 
us ; and asked, how the Kalfirs dared to wear 
their shoes there. We, therefore, spread 
loonghees to form a shade, as the heat was 
excessive; and at night it was very cold. 
At eleven the reveille was beat by the drums, 
and performed by the pipes ; a kind of repe- 
tition of one, two, three : and at midnight we 
were all ready to start. 
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Ylth. — We left camp soon after midnight. 
The Meer Akhor Ahmed Khan was very 
anxious that all the riders should follow the 
advance guard of half the infantry ; the rest 
of which closed oh our rear : then came the 
kujavas, followed up by the baggage, and 
their rear was closed by a strong guard of 
Affghan cavalry. 

. Another body of horsemen, about twenty 
in number, joined as riders ; and kept near 
the Meer Akhor; who desired Lady Macnagh- 
ten's kujavas to be kept as the leading ones; 
and the camel had line trappings, as if to 
mark it particularly in case of an attempt at 
escape. 

We were between eight and nine hours on 
},he march over a barren broken slip of land, 
bounded on either side by the hills for a con- 
siderable distance, until we passed a fort and 
chokey at Urghundee on our left; soon after 
which the road turns off to the left to Ghuz- 
nee. The ascent to Bala Maidan was long, 
but not difficult; and the view from the top 
of it, looking down on the plain above named, 
was very pretty ; comprising a narrow valley, 
thickly studded with forts and diversified by 
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cultivation ; wiih lines of wiljows an(J poplars 
marking the water cuts; which here serve as 
hedge-rows. We were taken to a fort; but 
not admitted into it : and after a time had 
tents pitched for us. Lady Macnaghten, 
Mrs. Boyd and three children, Mrs. Main- 
waring and child, Mrs. Sturt and child, and 
I, occupied one division of a Sipahee's pall : 
there was another tent for the other ladies; 
two more for the gentlemen, and one for the 
sick soldiers. • 

We hear that Gen. Nott has arrived at 
Ghuznee, has blown up the new bourj in the 
city, and has put to death nearly every man, 
woman, and child found there. We cannot 
be surprised at the men taking signal ven- 
geance ; but we fear the news is too good to 
be true. We met on our road two horsemen ; 
whom we supposed to be expresses. We met ? • 
also, several camel§, bullocks, and donkeys,' 
laden, for the most part, with assafoetida. 

It seems a plan was proposed this morning, 
and negatived. I only heard of it by chance ; 
so no thanks are due for courtesy to those, f 
who, had the measure been carried, \youId 
have come to us for our share. The plan was, 
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to get Ahmed Khan to make short marches, 
or halt; so as to allow Gen. Nott to hear 
where we are, and rescue us : and should it 
succeed, Ahmed was to receive two and 
a half lakhs. The scale before proposed was, 
I believe, again to be brought forward : Lady 
Macnaghlen 10,000 rupees, Lady Sale 5000, 
Mrs. Slurt 5000, Capt. and Mrs. Boyd and fa- 
mily 5000, etc. This scale is said to be pre- 
pared,, according to rank and means ; which I 
deny : the other captives are not wealthy any 
more than ourselves; and where the money 
was to come from, I know not. The Indian 
Government, it is said, offered to ransom us 
for that sum; and I believe would have given 
more : but this seems to have been a private 
and most zubberrciust arrangement. 

There is a report, that all Cabul is in con- 
fusion, and the natives fighting against each 
other ; and that our force has passed 
Gundamuk. 

28th. — We left our encamping ground 
about two o'clock; and reached Tarkhana 
between eight and nine. Had I taken ihe 
ride for my own amusement on a good horse, 
instead of being driven about as a captive on 
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a sorry baggage yaboo, I should have enjoyed 
il very much. The narrow vale we passed 
through was highly cultivated; the fields 
divided by willow and poplar trees, and the 
forts frequent. Near to Julraiz (the head of 
the spring) the scenery was particularly 
beautiful ; the trees well clumped together ; 
and the river, here clear as crystal, rapidly 
flowing to our left. The hills, also, assumed 
a novel aspect ; having a foreground of lower 
hills of most uncommon form. Nearly oppo- 
site to the town was a triangular one, sharp as 
though it had been scarped purposely ; next to 
it a semicircular one, etc. ; with the usual 
chain of mountains behind. Julraiz appears 
to be rather a large town, surrounded by 
forts. The scenery was varied ; but the land 
always under cultivation until we reached 
our halting ground ; where we bivouacked on 
the green sward, sheltered from the sun's 
rays by a double row of poplar trees;. be- 
tween which rippled a stream thai empties 
itself into the Cabul river, which bounds our 
resting-place on one side This river is at 
this place as famed for its clear limpid waters, 
as it is at Cabul for its dirty hue, being there 

29, 
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quite red. We here got some small fish like 
gudgeons, some had small apricots, sour 
grapes, and apples and pears, that had just 
arrived by a caravan. Here General Saleh 
Mnhommed's troops looted five camels. 

29lh. — Marched at daybreak; and shortly 
afterwards saw a curious stone on the hill to 
the left. At about three miles passed Sir-i- 
chushm on the right; a fortified town, with a 
fort in front of it. Here are three preserves 
full of sacred fish. The name of this place si- 
gnifies the " head of the spring. " The road 
becomes daily more rugged. 

On our right we passed a fine fort; called 
Mustapha Khan Ke Killa. It was built by a 
person of that name. He is dead ; but his 
son lives there; a very gentlemanlike man, 
wearing spectacles. As we passed he gave us 
nun (bread), and apricots prepared as a paste. 

We halted at Killa INaziri ; eight miles from 
our last resting-place. Here our troops again 
looted two camels. 

$0f/i. — Marched at two, a. m., sixteen 
miles to Gurdundewar, on the Helmund. 
At first we passed through a narrow delile 
with a stony road ; after which the road was 
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excellent, fit to drive carriages upon ; except 
in a few places where there were rather 
awkward descents. 

There were threp steep ascents; one of 
which was very long. Very little cultivation ; 
and but few forts seen on our route. 

A man was met on the march, who said he 
was a cossid from Ghuznee : that that fort was 
in our possession ; and that a force was tp be 
sent to release us. . 

Shortly before we arrived at our destina- 
tion, ten or twelve Huzaras were set upon by 
about 300 of our guard. They fired aboift 
fifty shots at them : killed one, wounded one, 
took two prisoners, and some loot. 

There are two Yaghi forts here : (he rest 
are subject to Akbar. 

30*/i.— Left the Hah-i-Baba to our left: 
there was snow in the clefts; but none on 
the top, which is 18,000 feet above the level 
of the sea. 

Wc marched about eight miles to the foot 
of the Hadje Gurk pass. The road led the 
whole way through a defile; at first very 
narrow and stony ; with a tributary stream to 
the Helmund occupying nearly the wholeof it. 



Digitized by Google 



236 LADY SALE'S JOURNAL. 

There were several rocks which assumed 
the appearance of gigantic statues-- One on 
the right representing a man seated on a bull 
couchant : another on the left , at first re- 
sembled a man clothed in the toga, standing 
on a pedestal. There were others, also, that 
it was difficult to suppose natural : they 
may have been ancient Buddhistic or 
Brahminic remains. After arriving at some 
forts and two tombs near a ruined fort, the 
valley became wider and fertile; being all 
planted with wheat, some perfectly ripe and 
some quite green. 

On nearing our destination, the valley 
again closed up. We came to a fort dila- 
pidated, but still inhabited. Every breach 
in the walls was filled with armed men. Our 
troops were drawn up in due form; our two 
drums and one fife struck up; the bugle 
sounded at intervals; and the men marched 
to this discord in the most appropriate 
f manner; invariably missing both cadence 
and step, until we arrived at our tents. 

Twice during the day's march there were 
shots fired in front; and much talk of battle, 
which never took place , though each lime 

r 

» 



Digitized by 



THE CAPTIVITY. 237 

there were a number of Huzaras posted on the 
heights. These men have been for some time 
past besieging the forts here. The damaged 
one has been partially rebulit; and the one 
opposite to it appears to be in perfect repair. 

Our commandant is going with his army 
to light : but I am not sure which side he 
takes. There was a skirmish this morning; 
one party posted behind a sungah on the 
hill, which was forced, and the brave troops 
fled. 

4 * 

3ist. — Marched to the forts of Kaloo. 
Found the road bad and stony 5 with con- 
slant steep ascents and descents. Ascended 
the Hadje Gurk pass, which is 12,400 feet 
above ihe level of the sea ; the hills barren; 
grain was cultivated in the bed of the valley, 
where a silver serpentine stream meandered; 
•and the hay, freshly thrown into cocks, 
reminded me of England. We crossed the 
river twice; and with difficulty conquered a 
steep ascent to the fort , near which we 
encamped. A report that Akbar has been 
fighting with the chiefs at Cabul ; and that 
our force must be at Bhoodkhak to-day. 

1st September.— Marched at daylight over 
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the Kaloo pass. It is nearly four miles to 
the top of it. The road at first is narrow 
, and precipitous; and for the most part little 
more than a steep path. From the top the 
view is very grand; resembling the waves of 
a very troubled sea , and composed of barren 
hills of every variety of shade and hue. We 
saw Bameean from thence : but though a 
magnificent scene was before us, it presented 
no pleasing object to those who expected to 
remain captives in that desolate region! The 
only plant here is the Koole-Huzara, or Huzara 
Cass, a kind of furze that is very prickly, and 
grows in bunches : it is used for fuel. As we 
neared our destination (Killa Topchee), we 
entered a very narrow but highly cultivated 
valley : the grain short in the stalk, but 
particularly fine in the ear. This day's march 
was seven miles. 

3c/. — Marched at daylight seven miles to 
Bameean. The road wild and uneven , with 
narrow paths and many ascents and descents. 
This valley is nowhere more than a mile 
broad; but it is very fertile, and produces 
particularly fine grain. Plenty of beans and 
pease are cultivated here; the former very 
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small, the latter small and hard. The tama- 
risk and barberry were abundant , and a 
shrub with yellow berries. We halted for a 
short time opposite a fort, near which were 
many cows. Here we got some mast (curds), 
which we found very refreshing. Looking 
back from hence, we saw Zohak behind us, 
on a high point. At Bameean they refused 
to take us into the fort; and we pitched our 
tents just under the ancient fortress and city 
which were destroyed by Jhenzhis Khan ; 
when upwards of 300,000 persons perished. 
The caves, ruins, and lowers, extend for 
miles. There are two large images which 
have been described by former travellers : 
opposite to the largest was our encampment. 

We had scarcely settled ourselves in the 
tents ere the General beat, in consequence 
of the people of the fort and the regiment 
disagreeing : so we went on about a mile, to 
such a wretched fort, that we asked leave 
to remain in tents ; which was with ilficully 
obtained : but the Khan said he would 
endeavour to get a better fort for us to- 
morrow. 

Ath.— Sateh Mahommed Khan's lady came 
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to visit Lady Macnaghten. She is young and 
fair, with a fat round face; and comes from 
Loodianah; where, it is said, she was a dancing 
girl. Her information is, that Futteh Jung 
is a prisoner , or has been put to death : his 
family, she says, are expected here in a day 
or two. 

From the 5th to the 9lh we made excursions 
to see the caves, etc. At first some difficulty 
was made : but the General sent about thirty 
men to guard us and our pencils *, for several 
went intent on sketching. I only copied 
the frescoes that were on the walls and 
ceiling near the large image; but Mr. Eyre 
made some very pretty and correct sketches 
of Ghoolghoola (the ancient city), etc. 

9th. — 1 have daily been begging hard for 
permission to go and see the ancient city ; 
but am at last put off by a direct refusal : the 
soldiers, it seems, are over-worked in keep- 
ing watch over us in camp; and to relieve 
them we are to be taken into one of these hor- 
rid forts. « 

We went to the fort formerly occupied by 
Dr. Lord. 

Long ago, to prevent a recurrence of dis- 



Digitized by Google 



THE CAPTIVITY.* ?41 

putes which had formerly arisen amongst us 
regarding distribution of accommodation, 
etc., we elected, by vote, a committee of three 
gentlemen, whose fiat was indisputable—Ma- 
jor Pottinger, and Capts. Webb and Lawrence: 
the latter also undertook to be our purveyor; 
portioning out our rations generally with his 
own hands (servants being scarce), as well as 
the food for the soldiers. 

On our going into the fort, the committee, 
having examined the miserable sheds built 
round the square of high walls with corner 
towers and a gateway, at first decided that the 
five best rooms, or rather most convenient 
ones as regarded privacy, etc., should be 
destined for the ladies ; and we were to draw 
lots for them, or arrange amongst ourselves. 
Finally, it was requested that the choice might 
go by seniority. Lady Macnaghten of course 
had the first choice. I had the second; and 
took a dark cow-house ; the only light admit- 
ted being from a door down a long narrow 
passage and a hole in the roof. This was for 
Mrs. Sturt, myself, the ayah, and the dog] and 
was decidedly the best apartment there, to my 
taste. We soon set to : and by dint of hard 

21 
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-working with sticks and stones, in which 1 
bore my part, assisted by Mr. Melville until 
both of us got blistered hands, we knocked 
two small windows out of the wall; and thus 
obtained darkness visible. 

iOtli. — We were fortunate in our selection; 
although our nightly visitant, in the shape of 
the largest bug I ever saw, was sufficiently 
disgusting : but Lady Macnaghten, Captain 
and Mrs. Boyd, and Mrs. Mainwaring, with 
the children, had no rest in the three rooms 
they had taken ; which all communicated with 
each other. They had capital shikar all night 
and in the morning got leave to picha tent at 
the gate, and reside there. 

4 lift. — When we were at Tai Khana on our 
way to this place, a Sipahee came to us and 
said that there were about fifty Hindostanees, 
amongst our guard, who were willing to 
join us; and that Saleh Mahommed Khan 
was a man who would do any thing for money. 
This was told to Capts. Johnson and Law- 
rence; and they agreed to sound him on the 
subject; which they did : but he laughed at 
their offer; and pretended to imagine they 
were only joking. 
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This morning early, Capt. Lawrence came 
to ask if we would allow a conference to take 
place in our room, as being the most private 
place. We assented. Saleh Mahommed 
Khan, the Syud Morteza Khan, Major Pot- 
tinger, Capts. Lawrence, Johnson, Mackenzie, 
and Webb, assembled; and our bed, spread 
on the floor, formed the divan. Here in the 
course of an hour all was settled. The gentle- 
men present signed their names to the paper; 
ip which we promised to give Saleh Mahom- 
med Khan 20,000 rupees, and to insure him 
1000 rupees a month for life; and that if the 
government did not extricate us from this diffi- 
culty we would be answerable for the money. 
Thus they held the promise of five British offi- 
cers as sacred. In heading the paper, they 
insisted that we should do so in the. name of 
Christ; as rendering it perfectly binding. Saleh 
Mahommed declared to us, that he had receiv- 
ed orders to remove us farther (to Khooloom), 
and to set out that night : ajso, that he had 
another letter from Akbar, ordering all who 
were not able to march to be put to death. 
He seems anxious that we shall not receive 
any news from others; and had his two 
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drummers severely flogged, for telling us that 
the Kjizzilbashes with Khan Shireen Khan had 
risen against Akbar, and that the latter had 
fled to the Kohistan. 

i2th. — Saleh Mahommed Khan hoisted the 
standard of defiance on the walls, — white, 
with a crimson edge and green fringe. 

Two Huzara chiefs have tendered their alle- 
giance to Major Pottinger; as also Zulficar 
Khan, the Naib of the province, who, we heard, 
had fled. Another man has been appointed 
in his room; and has paid iOOO rupees to 
Saleh Mahommed for his appointment : which 
money was laid out in purchasing khelluts 
(for the chiefs who came in to us) from a 
Kaflila fortunately passing by. 

A report that the Andersons, Trevors, and 
Bygrave have got safe to our troops : but as 
this is coupled with Troup's having gone to 
Ghuznee, we fear it is not true; more espe- 
cially as we are told that our force is still on 
the other side of the Khoord Cabul pass ; 
and the last accounts from Ghuznee are, 
that Gen. Nott was one march on the other 
side of it. 

13th. — A large party travelling by , supposed 
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to be ihe Meer Hadje and his family. Saleh 
Mahommed Khan determined to seize them. 
They pulled the Moollah off his horse; who 
only proved to be a Sheikh somebody, a rela- 
tion of the Hadje's; so they were all bien quittes 
pour la peur, and proceeded on their way in 
double quick. There is a talk of arming our 
men, if we can get muskels. Our valley is now 
almost hermetically sealed at both ends. Ak- 
bar is at Begram in the Kohistan; the Meer 
Hadje and ZemanShah Khan quiet at Cabul. 

The Meer Akhor went off at night with his* 
Juzailchees; taking with him sundry ashur- 
pees which he had rectived from myself 
and others to change for us. This is parti- 
cularly inconvenient; as we are about to 
purchase all the ottah procurable, in order to 
lay in a little commissariat of our own; and, 
if Akbar sends troops against us, hold out till 
our own people come to relieve us. We have 
appointed Capt. Johnson our commissariat 
officer. 

Kurrim Beg came over to us, and Meer 
Hassun ; and with much form and ceremony 
swore on the Koran to be faithful to us. The* 

latter is the person whose fort Dr. Lord burnt; 
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and on which subject there was much angry 
discussion, pro and con., in the Indian papers. 
He ottered his fort to us : it has a name, 
which the wits pronounce as fool-liardy; and 
say it is synonymous with our attempt. The 
only persons who are against the measure are 
Gen. Sheltonand Col. Palmer. As the latter 
has already been tortured at Ghuznee, he pos- 
sibly fears a repetition of barbarity, should we 
not succeed. The former says, we are preci- 
pitating matters with Akbar; whom he consi- 
ders as our friend. I believe both have at 
length signed the paper. They could scarce- 
ly do less; as our signatures were to exoner- 
ate the five officers whose names were super- 
scribed as answerable for the whole ac- 
count, which we were of course to pay our 
shares of. 

I wrote to Sale to-day ; informing him of 
our resolution to hold out till we received 
assistance, even should we be reduced to 
eating the rals and mice ; of which we have 
a grand stock. 

iAtlu — Zulficar Khan, Salamid Khan, and 
t other chiefs, joined us. 

It would be great injustice to Major Pot- 
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tinger not to mention the active part he took 
in affairs. From his perfect knowledge of the 
Persian language, and his acquaintance with 
the manners and customs of the people, he 
well knew how to manage them, and take ad- 
vantage of the slightest opening on their part 
in our favour. His coolness and decision 
were only equalled by the promptness with 
which he met the wishes of the chiefs ; giving 
them barats on the neighbouring lands, em- 
powering them to receive the government 
rents, etc.; all which documents, though he 
executed them with an air of great condes- 
cension and with the gravity of a judge, he 
well knew were mere pieces of waste paper : 
yet they had a magic charm for the time; 
which was all we required. I had again an 
opportunity of writing to Sale; as another 
messenger is sent, in case the first should not 
reach his destination. 

At night we were roused by the sounding 
of the cracked trumpet, and the drums 
beating to arms; which, in our yaghi (rebel- 
lious) position, was a little astounding. Tt 
seems that a body of horsemen were hovering 
about the ruins near the images ; and were 



Digitized by Google 



248 LADY SALE'S JOURNAL. 

suspected to be some of Akbar's troops. 
Saleh Mahommed sent out his men in skir- 
mishing order, or rather disorder : however, 
it answered our purpose ; for, whoever they 
were, they made themselves scarce. 

15lA. — A letter was received from some 
one, whose signature in cypher Was not to be 
made out ; stating that all Cabul had risen 
against the Wuzeer; that Nott's force was at 
Maidan last Wednesday, and Pollock's at 
Bhoodkhak; that Akbar had fled to the 
Toba mountains towards Kandahar to the 
Ghilzyes, and Shumshudeen Khan to the 
Kohistan. » ' . r 

Another letter came from Mohun Lull, cor- 
roborating the account of the insurrection in 
Cabul. He himself had fled to the Kuz- 
zilbash quarter with his family : Zeman Khan 
had fled to either the Kohistan or Kuzzilbash 
quarter; and the Kuzzilbashes have taken a 
decided part in the business. A light force is 
said to have been sent to our aid : it is there- 
fore decided that we are to march to-morrow ; 
taking with us two kurwahs of ottah, which 
is all (out of four ) that we can carry ; being 
very short of cattle. This ottah was pur- 
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chased by the subscription I before men- 
tioned. 

16th. — We marched to Killa Topchee on 
a fine sunshiny morning; which we hailed as 
a presage of the future. We were not, how- 
ever, without considerable anxiety ; for our 
present state was replete with danger. . We 
had every reason to believe that the Meer 
Akhor, on leaving us, had gone to Akbar, and 
revealed our plans ; and consequently every 
man we saw was suspected to be the avant 
courier of troops sent to reclaim us : and the 
cheering hope of an escape was considerably 
clouded before we had been an hour on the 
road. Those who travelled in kujavas of 
course, could not keep pace with those who 
rode : our equestrian party, of which I formed 
one, had hailed ; and, to screen themselves 
from the sun, had taken shelter under some 
huge masses of rock. Here Saleh Mahommed 
Khan came up to us ; and speaking in Persian 
to Cap. Lawrence, told him that he had suc- 
ceeded in getting a few muskets; which, to- 
gether with ammunition, he had brought 
with him on a camel : and requested that he 
would ask the men, which of them would 
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take them; it being his wish to form a small 
advance guard of Europeans, as a show. Capt. 
Lawrence then said, " Now, ray lads, here's 
Saleh Mahommed Khan has brought arms and 
ammunition for some of you : who volunteers 
to take muskets?" 

I blush to record, that a dead silence ensued. 
Thinking the men might be shamed into doing 
their duty, I said to Lawrence, "You had 
better give me one, and I will lead the party ; n 
but there was still no offer : and he told our 
General, that it was useless ; and he had better 
take them on. It is sad to think the men 
were so lost to all right feeling. 

We encamped near the small forts. Here 
a letter was received ; stating, that on Tuesday 
Pollock's force fought from mid-day to mid- 
night; and eventually forced the Khoord Cabul 
pass, charging the enemy as far as the hill^ 
north of Cabul to the Jurra Tunghee, leading 
to Tagow; that on Wednesday morning Nott 
attacked and pursued the enemy as far as 
Siah Sung; that meanwhile the Kuzzilbashes 
seized the city, and partially looted it. 

Mahommed Akbar Khan and Mahommed 
Shah Khan are said to be— nowhere! 
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Sultan Jan and Shumshudeen Khan had 
been previously defeated at Maidanjas also 
Sultan Ahmed Khan. 

Reports have just arrived that 2000 horse 
from Khoolloom are following us up to take 
us thither. 

17f/i. — At two in the morning we were 
roused by the arrival of a horseman with a 
letter from Sir Richmond Shakespear; who is 
coming with 600 . Kuzzilbash horsemen to 
our aid. 

We marched eleven miles to the forts at 
the foot of the Kaloo pass; again admiring 
the silvery serpentine stream and the hay- 
cocks near it. We arrived at our ground at 
mid-day, and were sitting under th$ walls of 
one of the forts, sheltering ourselves from the 
sun until the arrival of our tents; when, at 
three o'clock, Sir Richmond arrived ; and was 
received, with one exception, with heartfelt 
pleasure. That one, Gen. Shelton, could not 
forget the honour due to his rank as ihe senior 
military man; and was much offended at 
Sir Ri not having called on him first, and 
reported his arrival in due form. Even were 
this a military duty, Sir Richmond was per- 



■ 



?5? LADY SALE'S JOURNAL. 

• * 

fectly exonerated in its omission; for the 
greater part of us ladies and some gentlemen 
had seated ourselves where he must pass, 
anxious to offer our acknowledgments to him 
for his prompt assistance. 

He told us, lhat Gen. Nott had gained two 
victories on the 28lh and 30th, at Ghuznee 
and Maidan; and that Gen. Pollock had beaten 
Akbar at Jugdaluk and Tezeen. He also, 
most considerately, informed me of Sale 
having been struck by a spent ball without 
injury; and congratulated me on our gracious 
Queen's bestowal of the highest order of the 
Bath upon my gallant husband; — a distinc- 
tion, I* believe, unparalleled in his present 
rank ; and therefore the more dearly prized. 

We now have accounts we can depend 
upon of the position of our armies. Pollock 
is encamped at Siah Sung; and Nott expected 
to march on to Cabul to-morrow. Akbar is 
supposed to have taken refuge in the Ah- 
medzye country. 

18th.— We marched to Gundundewar over 
a very stony road, having a serpentine river 
on our left. Crossed the HadjeGurk pass; 
which is at an elevation of 12,400 feet above 
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the level of the sea ; but lower than Kaloo, 
which is 14,000. At the end of the pass, the 
river appears to gush through immense 
portals of solid rock. 

During this march, many curiously formed 
rocks were seen at a distance ; one bearing a 
strong resemblance to a giant climbing up the 
precipice; another, so perfect when near, as 
to render one doubtful whether the bull 
couchant was not the remains of ancient 
Hindu sculpture. We did not fail to drink of 
the mineral spring as we passed it; and 
whilst so employed, attracted the attention of 
a party of Affghans; to whom Major Pottinger 
recommended a hearty draught of this spark- 
ling liquid; which, however pleasing to the 
eye, is far from being so to the palate ; being 
very like ink. The grave Affghans drank a 
full cup of it ; ' exclaiming. "Shookr !" and 
"Joor Ustie ; " — praise be to God! and they 
would grow strong upon it. They then 
stroked down their beards ; and wended 
their way with great satisfaction. The latter 
part of our road lay among a narrow path, on 
either side of a tributary stream, bounded by 
a high and precipitous range of slatestone 



254 LADY SALE'S JOURNAL. 

rocks. We soon came to the Helmund ; 
which we crossed, and encamped on its 
bank. Nearly opposite to us, a part of the 
rocks presented the form of a seated figure of 
Boodh. 

49l/i.- — We marched two hours before day- 
light, and crossed the Onai Kotul ; a succes- 
sion of ascents and descents, and some of them 
very steep, ending in a defile : after which 
the road was very stony. The grain was 
still green in many parts; but some of it was 
not only cut but carried away. We passed 
Killa Onai, Killa Suflfard, and Killa Mustapha 
Khan : at the latter, breakfast was prepared ; 
—nan ( native sweet cakes ) and tea for all 
who chose to partake of it en passant. The 
proprietor of this fort is a friend of Saleh 
Mahommed Khan's ; and had given us bread 
and preserved fruit as we passed before. 
From hence we went on to Sir-i-Chushm; 
and diverged from the road to see the pro- 
serve of fish there. I asked the name of the 
fish; but all they knew was that they were 
fish ; that they wore held sacred, and fed ; 
and that anyone who caught, or evon louched, 

one would die shortly afterwards. The 
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streams were very clear, and the fish innu- 
merable. Four miles from this place we 
took up our old ground under the poplar trees 
at Tarkhana* We were not yet considered 
as safe even here, and Sir Richmond Shake- 
spear felt much anxiety at not receiving any 
accounts of troops coming to our aid : as 
he had written to Gen. Pollock to send a 
brigade to meet us. As Sultan Jan was 
believed to be hovering near, there were some 
thoughts of our going into a fort : however 
it was decided that we should remain in our 
tents. * 

We had proceeded but a short way on our 
journey, whena horseman arrived with a note 
informing us, that Sale was close at hand with 
a brigade. I had had fever hanging about 
me for some days ; and, being scarce able to 
sit on my horse, had taken my place in a 
kujava ; the horrid motion of which had made 
me feel ten times worse than before I entered 
it. But this news renovated my strength. 
1 shook off fever and all ills; and anxiously 
awaited his arrival, of which a cloud of dust 
was the forerunner. Gen. Not was near 
Urghundee, and consequently close to us; 
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and Gen. Pollock requested he would send a 
brigade to our assistance. This he refused, 
much to the disgust of his officers, alleging 
that his troops were fatigued. On this, Gen. 
Pollock sent Sale with a brigade, at a few 
hours' notice. He left Siah Sung two miles 
east of Cabul; and made a forced march on 
the 19th (his sixtieth birthday) to Urghundee: 
he halted there that night; and on the following 
morning left his camp standing, and marched 
to meet us. At the pass near Kote Ashrulfee 
he left his infantry to hold the position, and . 
proceeded at the head of the 3rd dragoons. 
A party of Sultan Jan's men were in this 
neighbourhood ; and some Kokhes in the im- 
mediate vicinity were driven off by the 
Juzailchees. Had we not received assistance, 
our recapture was certain : but as it was, they 
dared not attack the force they saw. It is 
impossible to express our feelings on Sale's 
approach. . To my daughter and myself hap- 
piness so long delayed, as to be almost un- 
expected, was actually painful, and accom- 
panied by a choking sensation, which could 
not obtain the relief of tears. When we 
arrived where the infantry were posted, 
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they cheered all the captives as they passed 
them; and the men of the 13th pressed 
forward to welcome us individually. Most 
of the men had a little word of hearty con- 
gratulation to offer, each in his own. style, 
on the restoration of his colonel's wife and 
daughter : and then my highly-wrought feel- 
ings found the desired relief; and I could 
scarcely speak to thank the soldiers for their 
sympathy, whilst the long-tvithheld tears now 
found their course. On arriving at the camp, 
Capt. Backhouse fired a royal salute from his 
mountain train guns : and not only our old 
friends, but all the officers in the party, came 
to offer congratulations, and welcome our 
return from captivity. 

2ist. — We marched to Killa Kazee; and 
great was the contrast of our present hap- 
piness and comfort, compared with what our 
state had been, when we last bivouacked 
under the trees at this place. The obnoxious 
fort was deserted ; but the troops obtained 
forage there; and the place was destroyed by 
fire : as also a fort of Sultan Jan's. But 
guards were sent to the Kuzzilbash forts near 
us, to protect the property of our friends. 

22. 
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A reward has been offered for Capt. By grave, 
and it is supposed he will be brought in to us 
shortly. At three o'clock we resumed our 
march to Cabui; and passed through the 
great bazaar ; where the shops were shut, and 
all looked very desolate, and unlike the busy 
city it was when we were here last year, and 
the inhabitants found their trade prosper 
under our rule. We were greeted, on our 
arrival at the camp at Siah Sung, with a sa- 
lute of twenty-one guns. 

And now my Notes may end. Any further 
journals of mine can only be interesting to 
those nearly connected to me. 
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On the 20th of October, the Envoy wrote 
to Sir Alexander Burnes, in consequence of 
information he had received from Capt. Tre- 
vor, which indicated an unquiet state of feel- 
ing among the people of Cabul. But Sir A. 
Burnes, on whom the intelligence department 
devolved, assured him that Trevor must be 
mistaken ; as he knew nothing of any medi- 
tated rising of the people : and that all was as 
it ought to b?. Notwithstanding this, Trevor 
assured the Envoy that a number of Ghilzye 
chiefs had left Cabul for hostile purposes. 



On the 1st of November, Sir A. Burnes 
congratulated Sir William on the prospect of 
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soon leaving Cabul in a perfect state of tran- 
quillity. We might attribute his anxiety to 
. calm the Envoy's mind, by assurances of the 
peaceful feelings of the people of the country, 
to anxiety on his part to succeed to the situa- 
tion to be vacated by Sir William : but it 
appeared questionable whether he would per- 
manently have done so ; as Col. Sutherland 
had, it was said, been nominated for the ap- 
pointment. 



There can be no doubt, from what we 
have since heard from the Affghans, that 
Sir A. Burnes wrote to Sir William Mac- 
naghten for a regiment : and that no aid was 
given, either to him or Trevor, Anquetil or 
Mackenzie, is well known. Where the blame 
rests, it is not for me to determine. 



Not only did Taj Mahommed Khan, but 
also the Naib Shureef, warn Sir Alexander. 
The latter was very intimate with him; and 
they were b6th well known to most of those 
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officers who at all g associated with the Aft- 
ghan gentlemen. 

Mention is made of the Naib in one of the 
Bombay papers 5 in which he is represented 
as a very respectable person, — a Naib in Capt. 
Johnson's office. Khan Shireen Khan is the 
head of the Kuzzilbashes; and Mahommed 
Shureef was his Naib, or the governor under 
him ; — a man of large estates; who, from his 
adherence to our cause, has had to fly his 
country, with what little he could save; but 
leaving landed property, wortli above two 
lakhs of rupees, to the mercy of his enemies, 
• the Barukzyes. Naib Shureef paid a large 
sum for the interment of the bodies ofBurnes 
and his brother. It was asserted that he was 
deceived, but his intention was equally good. 
After the return of the British force to Cabul, 
the bodies were reinterred. 

Taj Mahommed Khan and Naib Shureef 
have both paid every attention in their power 
to the hostages, left in Cabul : and, as far as 
regards Mrs. Sturt and myself, they sent us, 
whenever they could obtain a secret con- 
veyance, various little comforts. Tea, sugar, 
stockings, gloves, and money we received : 
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camels, etc., that he and his family might 
travel with us. 



In the absence of actual returns, I believe 
that the force, which left Cabul, was nearly 
as follows : — 



k Horse Artillery guns. 

3 Mountain Train do. 

Bengal Sappers and Miners 20 

Shah Shoojah's do 250 

Queen's 64th. ....... 600 

1 Troop H. A . 80 

5th Cavalry 260 

1st Local Horse 70 



4th Local Horse 70 

Envoy's Escort 70 

2nd Shah's Cavalry 500 

Half Mountain Train. ... 30 

5th N. I- 700 

37th Do 600 

54 th Do 650 

6th Shah's 



At the last stand, on the hill at Gundamuk, 

■ 

there remained— 



50 Officers. 

50 men of the 54th. 

6 of the Horse Artillery. 



4 or 5 Slpahees. 
300 Camp follover*. 



Amongst them all about twenty muskets. 



In reading over these Notes, I believe I 
have not done justice to some of the men who 
were our fellow-captives. The day after 
that on which Saleh Mahommed Khan offered 
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them the arms, a few men of the artillery, 
and perhaps, in all, half a dozen others, asked 
for and obtained them. Swords were dif- 
ficult to procure for the officers : Lieut. 
Eyre, not being able to get one, took a mus- 
ket ; which was wery troublesome and heavy ; 
as, from the wound he received at Cabul, he 
has lost the use of one hand. 



It is now said, that though we all at the 
time believed Saleh Mahommed's assertion, 
that Akbar ordered the dealh of those who 
could not march, it is probable that this was 
a fiction. No one actually read the letter, 
that I can discover : and he probably wished 
to enhance the value of his releasing us. The 
order for our being sent to Khoolloom was 
read by several of the officers. 



Here follow copies of a few notes that have 
been recovered. The first is not dated; but, 
if I mistake not, I have made allusion to the 
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order for cutting away the weeds that grew 
on the ramparts lest they should facilitate 
the enemy's entrance into the cantonments. 
The Affghans had first to cross the ditch, 
twenty feet wide. . 

• 

No. I. 

TO LIEUT. STURT. 

Has the breast-work on the Musjid been im- 
proved ? This Lieut. Sturt was to have done yester- 
day. It must be, and as effectually as circumstances 
will admit, done to-day. 

The bridge at the rear gate does not seem to be 
understood. The planks must be always kept ready . 
to lay down. The breach of the captured fort ought 
to be strenglhened. (The officer must be told, on 
the appearance of any people near it, to warn them 
off, and immediately let a parly fall in near it) ; this 
latter does not apply to Lieut. Sturt. 

Can any thing be done to the magazine or other 
forts during this quiet day? 

Weeds on ramparts to be cut. 

My dear Sturt, 
I send you the above for your attention and 
consideration, to do what you can. 

Your's, 

(Signed) W.K.E. 
H. 23 



$ 
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No. II. 

LIEUT. STURT. Immediate. 

■ 

3d Dec. 

My dear Start, 

On my return from the Envoy's I heard you 
had taken oat a gan at the Bazar fort. I hope there 
is no risk, although I feel rather uneasy about its 
having been done before the work for its protection 
was completed ; but as it has been done, you must 
look to the work, and carry it on without the least 
delay. See that this is carried on. 

Your's, 

(Signed) W. K. E. 

4 • 

- 

I was not aware you intended to take it out, and I 
hear the Brigadier was opposed to it. I hope, how- 
ever, for to-night the gun is safe : to lose it would be 
disastrous. 

No. III. 

My dear Sturt, 

It is deemed too bad that we should suffer 
ourselves to be bullied in the way we have been to- 
day outside the Siah Sung gate, to say nothing of 
people being Gred at every night coming to us with 
supplies ; therefore it is determined that you throw 

up some sort of Heche, or other work, to hold a dozen 
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men or so, which would keep these fellows at a more 
respectable distance, protect our animals and camp 
followers, save our bridge, and do away with the ne- 
cessity of a cavalry piquet. If we have a quiet 
night, the General wishes you would plan out such 
a work on paper, and have it marked out on the 
ground, ready for the 200 Sappers and Miners to 
commence on the first thing in the morning, and as 
many other workpeople as can be got. The Briga- 
dier has spoken to you about a trench across the 
road from our ditch to the Captured fort. [No. 1.] 
The enemy set us a good example last night. You 
must have thought it necessary when you went to it 
and returned this evening. 

Your's truly, 
Mh Dec. 8 p.m. Wm. Thain. 

Another line for the last-named trench is men- 
tioned, which would be shorter than from our ditch, 
viz., from a barricadoed door in the old bazar near 
the S. W. angle. 

W. T. 

- 

No. IV. 

My dear Sturt, 

In rear of the old commissariat godown the 
rebels have prepared a platform to-day, about twelve 
feet by four. Hay says they were looking at them 
all day from the Bala Hissar ; that they began it at 
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about one p. m., and seemed to have finished it before 
dark, and left it then ; and that they seemed to be 
trying it, by walking on it, before they went away; 
it seemed to be a contrivance for crossing our ditch. 
The enemy appeared more numerous to-day than for 
some days past. 

Your's truly, 
(Signed) Wm. Thaw. 

iOth Dec. S\ p. m. 

No. V.' 

My dear Sturt, 

Have we the means, by taking the beams of 
some building, of making a bridge over the canal? 
and how long would it take? 

The guns, I fear, cannot cross otherwise, or the 
carriages for the bridge over the river. 

The scarping the bank of the canal would render 
it practicable for the cavalry and baggage, and save 
some time. How long will ft take to complete the 
opening for the egress of the troops ?' Pray attend 
to all this. I have told Pottinger to ask for a guard 
to protect our party ; but the bridge might be pre- 
pared directly, ready to lay down the morning we go. 
Send for the Sappers, and see what you -can do a§ to 
this. How many bullocks will be required to draw 
the carriages to the river? This we must get as- 
sistance to do just before we march. 

Your's, 
(Signed) W. K. E. 
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[No date, but, from the context, a few days pre- 
vious to our leaving the cantonments, and Sturt 
making the bridge of gun-carriages, which was 
effected the day we started (the 6th of January).] 

No. VI. 

My dear Sturt , 

» 

The General wishes to know what you have 
done about cutting a passage through the rampart for 
our exit ; if the Sappers are unable to do the job, you 
might have en European working party, if you will 
let me know the number you require; and the work 
should be done to-night, if possible. 

Your's sincerely, 

(Signed) W. Grant. 

30*A Dec. 

No. VII. 

i 

My dear Grant, 

A party of forty Europeans with the regular 
Sappers will do the job in about three hours : all 
inside is cleared away. 

I cannot help giving the warning before doing this 
to-night. If we do not march to-morrow, we shall 
want a gun and a very strong guard, to prevent the 
Ghazeeas entering. 

Perhaps the General is not aware that about 500 
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men were on the point of forcing the gate to-day, 
and, being prevented, tore up the remaining portion 
of the canal bridge, which now no longer exists. 
While giving this warning, 1 have ordered the work 
to be begun now ; therefore, if it is desired to be 
stopped, send to me ; if not, send the Europeans. I 
am notanswerable if accident happens, as I now wish 
you to tell' the General that, in my opinion, no other 
than concealed measures should be used for moving * 
out, until a few hours before that event takes place. 
If we march to-morrow, it should be done or com- 
menced now i if not, it is my deliberate advice— do 
not execute it, or you endanger cantonments. 

Yours ever, 
(Signed) J. L. D. Stdrt. 

Thursday, 30th Dec. 1811. 

The dhooley bearers just returned are specimens of 
what can be, is, and will again, be done by these men, 
if we place even the smallest unguarded confidence in 
them. 



> When Istalif was taken, the book of Gen. 

" Elphinstone's Orders was found there. 

To show how inaccurately it was kept, I 
am told, by those who saw it, that the orders 
of the Hth and 12th were inserted before 
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those of the 10th of December. The book 
was made over to General Pollock ; and does 
not agree with General Elphinslone'slast me- 
moranda regarding Brigadier Shelton ; as he 
is there thanked for the assistance always 
given by him to General Elphinstone. 



APPENDIX. 



TREATY. 

Articles of the Treaty entered into between Sir 
William Macnaghten, Envoy and Minister, on 
the part of the British Government, at Cabu/, 
and the Sirdar Ma hommedAkbar Khan, Ma- 
hommed Osman Khan, Sultan Mahommed 
(half-brother of Mahommed Akbar), Mahom- 
med Shureef, Kuzzilbash, Mahommed Shah 
Khan and Khoda Buksh Khan, Ghilzye Sir- 
dars, and the principal Chiefs of the Tribes : — 

1. Immediate supplies to be furnished to the troops, 
to any extent required, as also carriage cattle. 

2. The British troops to evacuate Afghanistan. 

3. Anoffensive and defensive alliance to be formed. 

4. The Ameer Dost Mahommed Khan and all his 

» 

family to be released. 

5. His Majesty Shah Sfcoojah Ool Moolk to have 
the option of remaining in the country as a private 
individual, to be treated with all honour and respect, 
and have a guaranteed stipend of a lakh of rupees 
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annually, or, if he so wishes it, to be allowed to ac- 
company the British troops to Hindoostan, taking 
all his property and family with him, only giving up 
such effects as had formerly belonged to the Ameer 
Dost Mahommed. 

In the event of carriage not being procurable for 
his family, they are to remain in the Bala Hissar, and 
be treated with all honour and respect; and on the 
arrival of the Ameer and all other Affghans im- 
prisoned in India at Peshawer, the former are to be 
transported with safety to India. t 

6. All the sick and wounded to be left under 
the care of the Sirdars at Cabul and to be treated as 
guests. 

7. All the ammunition, guns, and small arms, if the 
means of transport are not procurable, to be made 
over to the Sirdars. 

8. All surplus property of officers, for which car- 
riage might not at present be procurable, to be left in 
charge of Zeman Khan, and be forwarded to India 
the first opportunity. 

9. No man to be molested on either side for his 
actions during the war. Such chiefs as had stood 
stanch to the King to be allowed either to accompany 
his Majesty, taking with them all property, or remain- 
ing in Afghanistan, to be treated with every respect. 

10. Any British subject wishing to remain in Aff- 
ghanistan, for the purposes of trade, to be in no way 
molested. 

ii. 2fc 
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1 1 . The troops at Jellalabad to evacuate that fort, s 
ere the Cabul force commences its march. 

The forces at Ghuinee and Kandahar to quit those 
places as soon as the season would admit of their 
marching. • # 

12. The Sirdars, Mahommed Akbar Khan and 
. - Osman Khan, or any other chiefs wishing to do so, to 

accompany the troops on their march to Peshawer. 

13. Four hostages to be given by us for the full 
performance of the above articles, to remain until 
Dost Mahommed Khan arrives at Peshawer. 

[Capt. Trevor accompanied the Sirdars back as one 
of them.] 

11** December, 1841. 

On the 12th, Major Potlinger was informed by the 
Envoy 4hat he was to be a hdstagc. 



» 

THE KIND. 
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